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       June 5, 2026  

Greetings Samson/Sampson cousins, 

 

This has been an active year for 
our beloved Pilgrim Henry Samson 
Kindred.  Your board members have 
been meeting once a month to get our 
society ready for our Triennial 
meeting in Plymouth this September. 
There is more information about how 
to register for this event on this page. 

Pilgrim Henry Samson Board 
member, Becket Soule, is publishing 
an Abraham Sampson genealogy book. This is very 
exciting as it will be the first time there is a publication 
of this family lineage.  Becket will be our speaker at the 
lunch meeting so we will have an opportunity to learn 
more about the process and discoveries. The book will be 
available for sale at the luncheon. 

Our society is on solid financial ground and we 
currently have 92 members. Our board is considering a 
plan to change from annual dues to a one-time payment 
life membership.  We will keep you informed on this 
issue later this year. 

Our board members on the Pilgrim Family Societies 
group are working to produce brochures encouraging 
Family Society memberships. The Samson Kindred 
brochure will be distributed at the luncheon . 

We are looking forward to see you at our wonderful 
lunch meeting in September. 

 
  Susan Abanor  cousin and 5th Governor. 
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Our Seventh Triennial  Luncheon 

Hotel 1620 Plymouth Harbor 
Friday,  September 11, 2021, 10:30-2:00  

Our Seventh Triennial Luncheon will be at the same place, the Hotel 
1620 Plymouth Harbor.  Our only in-person meeting held every three 
years on Congress weekend! 

Registration is not required. Fellowship 10:30 am, followed by lunch 
12:00 pm. Luncheon is $35 (includes 22 per cent gratuities + 7 per cent 
tax).  

Host:  Susan Abanor, PHSK Governor 

 

Menu: 

• Deli Sandwich Buffet:    Tuna Salad Kaiser Roll,  
Roast Beef and Boursin on a Baguette,  and Greek Salad Wrap 

• Pasta Salad, Tossed Garden Salad with Assorted Dressings 

• Whole Fresh Fruit Bowl   Potato Chips 

• Dessert:   Freshly baked cookies, brownies, and 
20th Anniversary Cake  

• Brewed Coffee and Assorted Teas 

 

Speaker:  W. Becket Soule on his new book: Abraham Sampson   
  Genealogy, Part 1, Generations 1-5   

Call for Volunteers:       Governor,  Deputy Governor,  Secretary,  
  Newsletter Editor,   Assistants (4).  

Group Photo 

Make Reservation online or by mail. 

Online:    
https://pilgrimhenrysamsonkindred.org/
PHSK-Congress-2026.php  

By mail, Deadline Aug. 1, 2026:  :
 Please send reservations with payment 
as soon as possible to our Treasurer, Gail 
Berkshire.   
Email:   Treasurer@phsk1620.org  

Number coming for lunch ___________________________  

Names __________________________________________ 

Please send your check of  $35  per person to: 
Pilgrim Henry Samson Kindred 
Gail Berkshire 
43 Wilrue Parkway, Pompon Plains, NJ 07444 

Treasurer will keep a running total of reservations.    [] . 

http://pilgrimhenrysamsonkindred.org/
https://pilgrimhenrysamsonkindred.org/PHSK-Congress-2026.php
https://pilgrimhenrysamsonkindred.org/PHSK-Congress-2026.php
mailto:Secretary@phsk1620.org
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Happy 20th  
Anniversary!  

Kindred 

Organized in Plymouth on September 11, 2005. 

Founders are those who joined the Society by 30 June 2006. There 
were 50 of them. Names are listed in our newsletter Vol 1, No. 2, 
Summer 2006 that can be found on our website. The masthead of 
this newsletter originated with the first newsletter. 

The First Board, Spring 2006, all Founders: 

-Governor: Jane P. Stiegleman 
- Asst. Governor: Joan C. Miller -Secretary: Barbara S. Dillon 
- Treasurer: Everard Munsey - Elder: Re. Ronald C. Lawson 
- Assistants (2):  Marti Bobertz  Paul Bumpas 
-Membership Chair:      Valeria Reckert 
-Webmaster:  Joseph Howland Wood 
-Samson DNA Project Chair: Caroline L. Kardell 
-Newsletter Editor:  Stacy B. C. Wood, Jr. 

Founders on the Board Today, in 2026: 

- Governor Susan Abanor  -Genealogist: Marti Bobertz 
-Sampson Database master: Bob (Robert) Sampson 
- Assistants: Barbara Dillon, Barbara Knisell 
 

 

Volunteers Needed 
Come  

Join Our Board 
 

Many hands make light work. If interested, contact our 

governor at governor@phsk1620.org . 

We meet by zoom about six times per year. Currently on 

a Friday, 1 pm Eastern Time/10 am Pacific Time. So it is light 

duty. Once every three years we meet in person the Saturday 

after Labor Day at Plymouth Mass., a day before the GSMD 

Congress in 2026. The in-person meeting is a social luncheon 

with guest speaker, group photo.. All positions are unpaid and 

business expenses are reimbursed.  

The Society has about 90 members. The Society is a not-

for-profit 501C(3) tax qualified organization. The registered 

name is the Pilgrim Henry Samson Kindred, abbreviated 

PHSK, formed in 2005. 

Volunteers are needed for: 

• Assistants (4 openings) 
No specific duties. Just attend the meetings, offer 
suggestions and volunteer for tasks. Get involved with 
other Board members, experts in Pilgrim history. 

• Secretary 
Attend Board meetings by Zoom. Edit Zoom AI 
generated meeting reports, including names of attendees, 
key points reported by officers and chairpersons, motions 
that were passed, and meeting start, stop times. Email the 
report to Board Members. 

• Newsletter Editor & Archivist 
Once or twice a year write a Newsletter for the 
membership Distribute via an email distribution list. 
Collect articles written by others—officers, Board 
members and others. This creates the PHSK society 
history and archive for sharing with new members and 
the public. Hold one box of founding documents,  
certificates of recognition, and items for the display table 
at Congress.  

• Deputy Governor 
Assist the PHSK Governor as requested, and host the 
Board Meetings in the Governor’s absence.     

• Governor  
Preside at the all meetings of the Kindred, chair the Board 
of Directors, and oversee the general welfare and finances 
of the Kindred.   [] 

A Good Book 

The Pilgrim story simplified. My grandson thoroughly  
enjoyed it. Marketed to 6-9 year olds, but adults will love it too. 

The editor. 

mailto:governor@phsk1620.org?subject=Question%20from%20a%20PHSK%20Newsletter%20reader


New Members—Welcome Aboard 

#172 David Mensel, Lyles, TN – Henry Samson 

#173 Terri Stevens-Hart, Winslow, AZ– Henry Samson 

#174 Phyllis Jolie-Bonneau, Woodstock, CT – Henry Samson 

#175 William Moore-Ewalt, Lewisville, NC – Abraham Sampson 

#176 Marsha Masone, Clifton, VA – Henry Samson 

#177 John Sampson, York, ME - Abraham Sampson 

#178 Margaret Bowlus-Stehle, Palo Alto, CA – Henry Samson 

 

Deborah Samson Remembered 
Memorial Day,  
May 26, 2026 

Hi everyone: 

We are keeping Deborah Samsons memory alive out here in Mas-
sachusetts.  See Below. 

During this Memorial Day weekend for all Veterans we in 
MA,  also celebrated Deborah Samson Day on May 23rd. An honora-
bly discharged veteran of the American Revolution. Thank you to Ted 
Phillips our State Representative for the 8th Norfolk District in the 
Massachusetts House of Representatives, for taking the time to read the 
Re-Proclamation for 2026, prepared by our Governor Maura Healey, in 
honor of Deborah at the Sharon Historical Society. 

-Steve  Connolly 

 

Finalizing the  
Abraham Sampson Book   

May 29, 2026. 

The latest on the book: I have finished the text, which is 
just shy of 790 pages of text; tomorrow I am starting on the 
indexing, which I hope to be finished by the end of June.   

The indexing is somewhat tedious, because I am trying to 
distinguish entries for different people (would you like to hazard 
a guess to how many people named "Abraham Sampson" there 
are?).  Thus there will be different entries for Sampson, Abra-
ham (bapt. 1614-ca. 1701) and Sampson, Abraham (ca. 1658-
1727) and Sampson, Abraham (1686-1775) and Sampson, Abra-
ham (1721-1796) -- this way if you are looking up someone, 
you won't have to go through dozens and dozens of pages to 
find the Abraham you are actually looking for.  And there are 
several Abraham Sampsons in the third, fourth, and fifth genera-
tions, so that simply using a superscript number is not going to 
help, because there are seven Abraham Sampsons in the fourth 
generation, all in different lines.  It shows a distinct lack of im-
agination in naming. 

The publisher is going to fiddle with the size to see if we 
can get the page count down.  By increasing the size of the page 
to 6"x9" we can probably get the whole book below 700 pages 
total (our goal).  It is currently 5"x8", and I desperately am try-
ing to avoid (a) having it 8.5"x11", which is too large to be use-
ful, or (b) having eyestrain inducing footnotes. 

So there is light at the end of the tunnel. 

I should have more information in about two weeks. 

Becket Soule 

Right, Ted Phillips our State Representative for the 8th Norfolk District  
in the Massachusetts House of Representatives and Steve Connolley. 

Sharon Historical Society, Sharon. Mass. 
Memorial Day, 2026. 

Pilgrim Hall’s  
Main Hall Renovation  

is Complete 

In celebration of our major renovations, all admission is 
free June 28!  It will be open special hours, from 11 am – 3 pm.  

Come experience the renovated Main Hall this Sum-
mer!  
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PHSK Officers** and Appointees, i.e. “The Board” 
 

  October 13, 2025,    Founded September 11, 2005 
Governor**   Susan Abanor   governor@phsk1620.org    

Assistant Governor**   Vacant     asst-governor@phsk1620.org 

Secretary** Vacant     secretary@phsk1620.org 

Treasurer**   Gail Berkshire,   treasurer@phsk1620.org 

Genealogist   Margaret ‘Marti’ Bobertz genealogist@phsk1620.org 

Webmaster   Charles Willard   webmaster@phsk1620.org 

Historian Becket Soule   historian@phsk1620.org 

Education Barbara Dillon  education@phsk1620.org,  Becket Soule,  Steve Connolly, Beth Lambright 

Membership  Gail Berkshire  membership@phsk1620.org,  Charles Willard 

DNA    Susan Abanor,     dna.project@phsk1620.org 

Newsletter Editor  Guy Moellendorf,   newsletter@phsk1620.org, Ray Zeller, Doug Sampson 

Archivist Guy Moellendorf,   

Chaplain/Elder Deborah Brownell  chaplain@phsk1620.org 

Internal Auditor Charles Willard  webmaster@phsk1620.org 

Sampson  Database Editor Robert Sampson  SampsonDatabase@phsk1620.org, Becket Soule 

Howland Society Liaison Deborah Brownell  chaplain@phsk1620.org 

Counselor  Christopher Williams  

Historic Sites Barbara Williams   HistoricSites@phsk.1620.org   Susan Abanor, Ray Zeller 

Other Appointees 

Assistants Christine Tissot Ray Zeller Steve Connoly Beth Lambright Doug Sampson 

The Samson Kindred Spirit Newsletter 
Gail Berkshire, Treasurer 

43 Wilrue Pkwy,  
Pompton Plains, NJ  07444-1717  

Return Service Requested 

postage 

            Note:  
To send an email, hover 
over address and left-click 
(or press cntrl key) on the 
email address.   
Otherwise, copy address 
and paste into your email’s 
“To” box. 

 

mailto:governor@phsk1620.org?subject=Question%20from%20a%20PHSK%20newsletter%20reader
mailto:Judy%20Hughes%20%3cjudyhughes36@gmail.com%3e?subject=PHSK%20newsletter,
mailto:barbjk39@comcast.net
mailto:S%20S%20%3csbsinc_ss@yahoo.com%3e?subject=PHSK%20newsletter,
mailto:Linda%20Longley%20%3clindalongley@comcast.net%3e?subject=PHSK%20newsletter,
mailto:Charles%20Willard%20%3cwebmail@crwillard.com%3e;?subject=PHSK%20newsletter,
mailto:historian@phsk1620.org
mailto:GailBerkshire53@gmail.com;?subject=PHSK%20newsletter,
mailto:Linda%20Longley%20%3clindalongley@comcast.net%3e?subject=PHSK%20newsletter,
mailto:Susan%20Abanor%20%3csusanabanor@gmail.com%3e;?subject=PHSK%20newsletter,
mailto:Guy%20Moellendorf%20%3cgvm98042@comcast.net%3e?subject=PHSK%20newsletter,
mailto:Deborah%20Brownell%20%3cdcbrownell@msn.com%3e;?subject=PHSK%20newsletter,
mailto:Charles%20Willard%20%3cwebmail@crwillard.com%3e;?subject=PHSK%20newsletter,
mailto:SampsonDatabase@phsk1620.org
mailto:Deborah%20Brownell%20%3cdcbrownell@msn.com%3e;?subject=PHSK%20newsletter,
mailto:HistoricSites@phsk.1620.org

