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Dear Henry Samson and
Abraham Sampson cousins,

It has been a busy winter and spring.

Author Beckett Soule has compiled

four generations of Abraham Sampson’s
descendants. He expects to complete
generation 5 by spring of next year.

Sadly, our 2™ governor and founder,
Joan C. Miller, has passed. She was
energetic in gathering data for the Abraham
Sampson database when there was little
available on the internet.

Our Henlow correspondent, James
Burgess, finds a parallel in the marriage of

Henry Sampson’s father, to his own
marriage 384 years later.

The 250th anniversary of the American Revolution events have
begun. We feature another member's patriot soldier, Nathaniel Wight.

The update of our Bylaws was completed in April.

We are pleased to announce founding member Margaret ‘Marti’
Bobertz is our new Genealogist.

Finally, It's time to renew our membership subscriptions. Your
support enables us to share research, gather together by Zoom and in

person at the Triennial GSMD Congress, and host a website free to all.

Have a great summer. Your Governor and cousin,

Guy Moellendorf

About this

Newsletter

e Editor: Guy Moellendorf

e Distributed: About 90 via
Email, 5 via Postal

e Past newsletters posted on
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Legacy Memberships
A New Way to Share
our Newsletter

Have a family Member or kin who might enjoy our Newsletter?

Now a family member can receive a Membership and
newsletter free.

A Member, age 70 or more, can Sponsor a blood relative to ride
on your membership and not pay a member application fee. To
qualify the Sponsor, must provide documentation (birth certificate,
marriage certificate, etc.) that shows the person ties into the
Sponsor’s already PHSK approved bloodline. The person is then
termed a Legacy member.

The Legacy member will be assigned the sponsor’s member #
with a prefix of “L” and a suffix of sequence a, b,c, etc. Example,
lets say your are a Ted Sampson, age 80, with member #389. You
have a niece Nelly interested in Sampson family history. Then Ted
could submit documentation showing Nelly is a blood relative, and
if accepted, she will receive a member number of L389a, where the
prefix L indicates Legacy Member, and suffix ”a” indicates a
sequence letter a, b, c, etc.,

The benefit to the member, is the Legacy member will receive
the Samson Kindred digital newsletter free so long as the Sponsor
remains a member and the Legacy member provides a current email
address. Upon the sponsor no longer being a member, then the
Legacy will be offered to become a dues-paying member (annual
dues now $15/year) or to drop membership.

This supports the effort to grow our membership.. []
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DESCENDANTS OF
Benefits of Membership — ABRAHAM SAMPSON BOOK

News, Access, History

e  Meet people actively involved in Mayflower
Pilgrim history.

e Active Board Meetings committed to member
education via Zoom meetings.

e  Low Membership fees ($15). Pay via mail or
online.

e  Support research on Henry Samson and Abraham
Sampson ancestry, descendants, DNA studies,
cemeteries, famous descendants.

e  Share news. All newsletters online, from our 2007
founding to the present. Free. And you can gift
manuscripts and books to our society, for use by
others.

e  Support website with Free Downloads of
newsletters and genealogy data.

e  Abraham Sampson descendant genealogy. Third
generation descendants gateway to Mayflower
Passengers. Free download.

e In-person Luncheon at GSMD Congress, every
third year at Plymouth, Massachusetts.

e  Historical tours and Zoom event news.

e  English church news where Henry Samson and
Abraham Sampson were baptized. []

Time to Pay
Membership Dues

Annual dues are just $15. Your payment
keeps the Kindred financially sound,
supports activities, brings the latest
news. Board members take no salary.

Our Membership Year is July 1 — June 30.

For ease of printing, the dues letter is sent
separately from the Newsletter. It has
the details.

You can pay by check in the mail, or pay by
credit card, PayPal or Venmo on our
website’s Members Page. Thank you!

UPDATE

W. BECKET SOULE

Work is progressing nicely on generation 5, naming the children in
generation 6. [ am cautiously optimistic that I will have the text of the first
volume in the series completed by the end of October; indexing has already
begun, after standardizing the formatted page.

The index will distinguish between people with the same name, so that,
e.g., Sampson, Abraham’ (bapt. 1612) will have a separate index entry from
Sampson, Abraham’ (b. c. 1658), thus sparing someone who is looking up a
particular Abraham from having to go to dozens of pages before finding the
person’s entry one is actually looking for.

We are talking with Heritage Books about publishing these volumes; this
publisher has printed many Mayflower related titles, including the first years of
Mayflower Descendant and the Records of the Colony of New Plymouth. The
first print run will be in hardback, and with a crimson cover. Orders for this
volume will be taken through PHSK in early 2026 — these will be a single press
run, and will only be available through this one order.

Once this hardback press run has been sold out, the volume will continue to
be available through Heritage Books (on their website), but only paperback
copies will be issued.

More information about ordering this special, initial publication will be
available in the autumn 2025.

While three volumes in the Silver Book series have been published on the
descendants of Henry Samson (MF 20:1 [2000], MF 20:2 [2005], MF 20:3
[2006]), because Abraham Sampson was not a Mayflower passenger, his
genealogy is not eligible for publication in this series. Significant research has
been done into Abraham’s descendants, however, and there is frequent confusion
between the two lines of descendants, namely, those of Henry, which are fairly
well documented, and those of Abraham, which are less well documented.

All of Abraham’s grandchildren married a descendant of a Mayflower
passenger. As many as 80% of the descendants of Abraham' Sampson are also
descendants of at least one Mayflower passenger. This means that quite a bit of
Mayflower research is relevant and would not have to be duplicated.

The Pilgrim Henry Samson Kindred will retain the copyright to the series
to facilitate future publication, and any income from these publications would be
paid to PHSK. The compiler is donating his services.

Year _ Tentative schedule:

2025/6 Sampson I (Abraham' Sampson for Five Generations)

2027/8 Sampson II, pt. 1 (son Samuel® Sampson, dau. Elizabeth? [Sampson]
Delano, dau. Mary”* [Sampson] West generations 6-8)

2029/30 Sampson II, pt. 2 (dau. Mary 2 [Sampson] Howland, son George®
Sampson, dau. Judith? [Sampson] Howland generations 6-8)

2031/32 Sampson II, pt. 3 (son Abraham® Sampson [Jr], son Isaac’ Sampson
generations 6-8 along with corrections of previous volumes)
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Joan C. Miller,
2" PHSK Governor. 2005-2011
Founder, No. 19, Passes

Joan (Jo-an), Carol (Reed, Georgantis) Miller, 93, died
Sunday, May 18, 2025, at her home, East York, PA. surrounded
by all of her children. She was the wife of the late Donald L.
Miller for over 40 years and the late John Georgantis for over 20
years.

A native of Woonsocket R.1., Joan was born on June 19,
1931, she is the second child of the late Cedric Earl Reed and
Donna Sybil (Bailey) Reed. Joan would talk about The Great
Hurricane and Tidal Wave of 1938. She would retell the story of
her father's (Supervisor with Blackstone Valley Electric) crew
"the line men" coming to pick them up and take her family to
safety. She recalls one of the line men clinching her baby brother
Dale and her being instructed to hug the wall as they walked
briskly to the linemen's truck. Unfortunately, the hurricane
washed out to sea many of the families Cottages at Oakland Beach
RIL

Joan remembers listening to the radio for entertainment and
her father calling Grandpa Bailey on December 7, when he heard
the Japanese just bombed Pearl Harbor. She also recalls learning
about the Bible and playing the piano from her Grandmother
Nellie Eliza (West ) Reed, who danced with the Blackfoot Indians
on the reservations in Colorado.

In 1951, Joan left R.1. for a job with the Bureau of Medicine
and Surgery, U.S. Navy Dept. and volunteered as a Hospital
Candy Striper in Washington D.C. where she met and marries
John Georgantis in 1955. They Moved to Silver Spring MD and
have 3 children. While Joan is taking care of 3 babies in diapers,
John is making a name for himself throughout Washington D.C.
as a Metro Detective, and guard for the Presidents of the U.S. and
Special Dignitaries.

Joan embraces her ever energetic spirit by teaching Sunday
School, Supervising VBS, joining the Parent Child Study Program
under direction of the Board of Education and University of MD,
meets Catharyn Elwood and agrees to edit and type her book "Feel
Like A Million". By the early 1970s the family moved to a 30-
acre farm in Myersville (Frederick

becomes the go-to-person for all things about genealogy and the
Mayflower. Her library takes over the entire space in one of her
bedrooms. She is deep into her Pilgrim Roots, moving up the ranks
in the National (GSMD) and Commonwealth of PA (SMDPA)
societies on committees, boards and officer positions. She was a
former Governor of SMDPA and a Founder and Gov. of PHSK and
former Deputy Governor General and Assistant Governor for GSMD
attending the board mtgs and Mayflower General Society Triennials
in Plymouth Mass for close to 4 decades. Her research took her and
her family several times to England, the Netherlands, Canada, and
across the United States.

Sadly, in July 2019, Joan loses her husband Don to cancer. Joan
spends her time raising her two Ragdoll cats and becomes a frequent
patron to many of the local restaurants. She enjoys playing Parcheesi,
Scrabble and Rummy with her three children.

We would be remise if we did not mention her love for music
and singing. She played the Piano, Autoharp, and Ukulele. You could
always hear Joan singing melodies from her childhood as well as
singing the songs to her children throughout their lives.

For PHSK, Joan was energetic in forming the Kindred and in
collecting data for the Abraham Sampson genealogical database.

Her time with her Nieces, Nephews, Grandchildren and Great
Grandchildren were filled with laughter, cherished moments of
storytelling, arts and crafts, playful activities, trips, and a deep sense
of love and devotion.

Editor’s note: Condensed from the original provided by her
daughter, Deborah Georgantis.. To see the complete obituary, copy
and paste this link into your web browser:
https://www.legacy.com/us/obit-writer/obituary?
mode=fromobit&source=Ipro&obitld=58470185

City) MD, raising a variety of
animals. After moving to
Middletown (Frederick City) MD
with her husband John and Children,
Joan continues to make friends and
influence others by volunteering for
the Frederick Town Players, Head
Start, assisting with mental health
programs such as "Hot Line", and
working for Frederick Community
College (FCC) directing and
developing programs for seniors

called, The Golden Age, organizing
trips, luncheons, seminars to name a few.

In 1976, her husband John unexpectantly passes, leaving her
and her 3 children devastated. By the 1980's, Joan meets Donald
L. Miller.

While Joan travels the eastern and southern parts of the US
with Don during his time on the road as a Regional Manager with
Hechinger's, she begins her family history search for answers. She
joins the Mayflower Society of PA (SMDPA) and quickly

Joan Miller, Governor (middle) unveiling the Henry Samson
commemorative plaque, in the church of St. Mary the Virgin, Henlow,
UK., in 2007. To the left, is her daughter Deborah Georgantis. To the
right is the vicar, the Very Reverand John Morley.

The plaque to the left is for Mayflower Pilgrim Elizabeth Tilly,
presented at another occasion by the Howland Society.

The Samson plaque was conceived and commissioned by Stacy Wood,
one of the founders of PHSK. Frank and Barbara Williams donated
the funds. Governor Miller presented it to the church during the 2007
tour. Barbara Williams was PHSK Governor #3 and GSMD'’s Historic
Sites focal, who organized several tours to England and the
Netherlands between 2007 and 2017.
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News from
St. Mary's, Henlow, UK
Henry Sampson’s baptism church

Dear Friends, May 2025

Tomorrow (20™ May) is the 426™ Wedding Anniversary
of James Samson of Campton and Martha Cooper of Henlow.
The Vicar, the Reverend John Morgan, had been in office for
25 years, a long time for any incumbent, and would eventually
complete 33 years of service in Henlow. James Samson was
about 24 years old, his wife-to-be was 21. According to cus-
tom, he stood on the right, she on the left, facing the Vicar as
he stood under the four-centred chancel arch and recited the
familiar words of the Marriage Service.

Some 384 years later, another James (the writer of this
letter) stood on the
same spot. He was 24
and his wife to be, 21.
Together they faced
the Vicar, the Rever-
end Arthur Newall, as
he stood under the
same chancel arch and
recited the almost
identical words ....
‘Wilt thou have this
woman to thy wedded
wife?...”. Thankfully
for all of you the earli-
er James responded ‘I
will.”. Thankfully for
me, I had the courage
to make the same re-
sponse and Anne and [
have enjoyed nearly 42
years of happy mar-
riage together.

No doubt Martha’s sister Agnes (or Ann) the Aunt of
Elizabeth Tilley was present. Martha’s brother Benjamin
would have been there too, little knowing that, in the unimagi-
nable 20th century, his 10xGreat Grandson would be making
the same sacred vows within those ancient walls. Or even that
his 11xGreat Granddaughter would do the same in the 21*
century!

And so it is that the generations come and go and family
links are broken and remade. Who at that wedding of 1599
could have foreseen the path that James and Martha’s son
Henry would take, or that a society would be formed to hon-
our his life and unite his descendants? And who could have
imagined that, through the same society, Henry’s descendants
in the New World would be reunited with a descendant of his
Uncle Benjamin back in England? Yet through the centuries
of this family saga there is one constant — the little village
church of St Mary the Virgin in Henlow. If only it’s wall
could talk! What stories they could tell.

SUMMER 2025

From all of us here, may I wish
you a glorious summer.

Your friend and (distant) cousin,
James Burgess

Editor’s note: Travelling to Eng-
land? James will always welcome
you to stop by, tour the church, per-

haps have a cup of tea.

SESQUICENTENNIAL

THE 250TH BIRTHDAY of
The United States of America

While we will all be hearing more
and more about this incredible
BIRTHDAY PARTY for our country next
year as we approach the July 4, 2026,
date, PHSK has decided to begin
collecting biographies of the descendants
of Henry Samson who participated in the
American Revolution! With each PHSK
Newsletter over the next year we will feature at least ONE biography
of Henry Samson’s descendants who made a difference in the
founding of our country.

We were encouraged to step up and begin this Newsletter
feature when we got a letter from member Neysa Garrett this month
featuring her ancestor Nathaniel Wight (b. 1753 Wrentham, MA).
Nathaniel is a lineal descendant of Thomas Wight who arrived in
America by 1635 and settled in Dedham, MA. It is through
Nathaniel’s mother, Sarah Thayer, a granddaughter
of Elizabeth Samson (who herself was the
granddaughter of Mayflower passenger Henry
Samson) that Nathaniel is related to the
Mayflower.

According to Nathaniel’s pension documents,
he enlisted as a Private in a Massachusetts
company commanded by Captain Moses Wheelock
of the regiment commanded by Colonel Johnathan
Ward in April 1775 shortly after the Battle of
Lexington and Concord. Eight months later he was
discharged at Dorchester.

(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)

Nathaniel’s brother Jabez Wight testified that Nathanial had to
leave service early and Jabez took his place and completed his
brother’s service.

A third Wight brother, Jonathon (b. 1758), enlisted in the
Continental Army for nine months starting in June or 1778 and
served three tours in the militia. Johnathan was injured during the
War when a gun blew up and he lost part of his hand and had “a hole
beat in his head.” Lame for life, he went on to run a small farm and
help his brother Jabez. In the early days of the Revolution widowed
mother Sarah Thayer Wight and her family of adult children moved
to Barnard, VT where all the Wights are buried. Volume 17 of the
Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailors gives the details of Nathaniel
Wight’s service.

Do YOU have a Samson (and other Mayflower passenger)
descendant who participated in the American Revolution? One way
you can find out is by checking the Patriots to Passenger Project List
(pdf) on the General Society of Mayflower Descendants website at:
www.themayflowersociety.org. On the homepage at the top you will
see various headings—one of them is “Research”. By clicking on
“Research” you will find the Patriot to Passenger Project in the drop-
down menu. If you click on that you will find a description of the
Project and at the bottom of that same page you will see “Access the
Patriots to Passenger PDF Data Sheet.” Choosing that will show you
the 456-page collection of Mayflower descendants who participated
in the American Revolution . The Patriots are listed alphabetically.

Now take YOUR ancestor list, arranged alphabetically as in a
name index, and see if any of your ancestor names show up in the
456-page collection. You can search the 456 pages manually or use
the PDF’s program’s Search feature by entering your patriot’s
surname and search by name. Remember to allow for spelling
variations in names. Many members of DAR and SAR have been
using the list to discover that the Patriot they researched actually
descended from a Mayflower passenger! Maybe you will find this
too.

You can also use other sources. Member Neysa Garrett used
the Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailors source of reference.

The Board of your PHSK has scoured the WikiTree Genealogy
site and found 49 profiles listed there of descendants from Henry
Samson. We will be putting that collected list on our PHSK website
in the future as we collect more and more data.

In addition we are hoping to also collect information on
descendants of Abraham Samson, Henry’s cousin, to add to our site
as well. If you know of a Revolutionary War descendant of
Abraham, please send it to: Education@phsk1620.org, in the body
start with the words “Attention, Beth Lambright”.

e  April 18, Battle of Lexington and Concord, Mass. The shot
heard around the world. Patriots migrate around New England
to Boston, Mass.

e  May 10, Benedict Arnold, using his monies, captures Ft
Ticonderoga, NY.

e  June 17, Battle of Bunker Hill, Boston, Mass.

HUZZAH!!!

The battles have begun.
Celebrate our Nation’s

Sesquicentennial!!!

GSMD’’s
Patriot Project

To read all about GSMD’s Revolutionary War patriot
identification project, please see page 6, Samson Kindred
newsletter, Winter 2024, on our website. It covers:

e  Project Summary
e  Example patriot report

e How to find your Mayflower Ancestor’s Revolutionary
War descendants.

e How to add an ancestor
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Sampson Kin Soldiers
Revolutionary War 250th Series,

Nathaniel Wight 1753-1832

and some other Wight Patriots
By Neysa Garret, Kindred #106

Nathaniel Wight, my fourth great grandfather on my
father's maternal side, was born on the 20th of August
1753 in Wrentham, Massachusetts. He was a lineal
descendant of Thomas Wight who came to America by
1635 and settled in Dedham, Massachusetts. Nathaniel's
mother, Sarah Thayer, was a granddaughter of Elizabeth
Samson, who was in turn a granddaughter of Mayflower
passenger Henry Sampson. Nathaniel served in the
Revolution as a young man and, as an old man, applied for
pensions for his service.

In 1832, on the 7th of June, an act of Congress was
passed that broadened the requirements to obtain a
pension. By that time, all veterans were elderly and many
were deceased. Nathaniel had been widowed for a decade,
and his signature is that of a frail old man, but he and his
brother Jabez appeared before the county office in
Woodstock, Vermont, on the 9th of August 1832. Pension
papers summarize his service, give character references,
and determined that he was locally known as a veteran. All
the above checked out, even though his discharge papers
had been lost, and he was awarded $26.66 per annum,
commencing on the 4th of March 1831. Since Nathaniel
died on the 11th of October 1832, the decision to file for
a pension was made truly at the last minute.

Nathaniel's eldest son, Benoni, born in Wrentham, on
the 20th of January 1776, served as executor of his
father's estate, and when pension money came it went to
him and his two surviving sisters, Rhoda Wight, unmarried,
and Betsy, wife of Robert Ray, who each lived in
Georgetown, Madison County, New York. Benoni lived in
Barnard, Vermont where the Wight family -- widow Sarah
and her grown children --had moved in the early days after
the Revolution.

According to the pension documents, Nathaniel
enlisted as a private in the company commanded by Captain
Moses Wheelock of the regiment commanded by Colonel
Jonathan Ward. He enlisted in April, shortly after the
Lexington alarm, for eight-month service. He was
discharged in Dorchester,

Character witnesses for Nathaniel were Preston
Taylor, a clergyman residing in Barnard, and Samuel
Richardson, also residing in Barnard. They swore "that we
were that we believed him to be 79 years of age: That he
is reputed and believed, in the neighborhood where he
resides, to have been a soldier of the Revolution, And that
we concur in that opinion.”

Nathaniel's brother Jabez Wight wrote: "I, Jabez
Wight of Barnard in the county of Windsor and state of

Vermont of lawful age do testify and say that I was
acquainted with Nathaniel Wight a soldier in the
Massachusetts line in the year 1775 that he was enlisted
by Lieutenant. Obadiah Mann, and T think he served in a
Company Captain Wheelock in a Regiment Commanded by
Colonel Ward that T was in the same regiment at the same
time and that he served in said regiment for the term of
eight months and further was deponent saith not."

Volume 17 of Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailors,
states: Nathaniel Wight --private, Captain Moses
Wheelock's Company Colonel Jonathan Ward's Regiment;
Muster roll dated August 1, 1775; Enlisted April 24, 1775,
service 3 m,15 d; Also Co. return (prob. October 1775); also
order for money in lieu of bounty coat dated Dorchester
February 19, 1776.

Jonathan and Jabez Wight, younger brothers of
Nathaniel, had both applied for pensions in 1819, at the
first Act of Congress. According to Jabez's pension
document, Nathaniel left service early and Jabez took his
place and completed his brother's service. It is possible
that Nathaniel left service because of their father's death
in September of 1775. As the eldest child, he served as
administrator for Benoni's considerable estate. Nathaniel
was married and his wife, Mehetabel, was already pregnant
with their first child, who was to be another Benoni.

Jabez, born one December 1756, remained single all
his life. He also enlisted in Captain Wheelock's company for
eight months and was discharged in December 1775. He
then enlisted for one year in Captain Burr's company of the
same regiment. He festified that he was at the evacuation
of Boston, the battle of Long Island, and the battle of
Harlem heights. When he applied for his pension, he was
heavily in debt, claiming he owned little but a cow, a stoat,
and old kettle, seven Harrow teeth, and a broken pot. He
was awarded a pension of $8 per month. Jabez died in 1836

The third Wight brother, Jonathan, born 7
September 1758, enlisted in the continental army for nine
months starting in June of 1778, and then served three
tours in the militia. Jonathan was injured during the
Revolution when a gun blew up and he lost part of his hand
and had "a hole beat in his head.” Lame and living alone, he
still ran a small farm and helped his brother Jabez out of
debt by buying 20 acres of his "wild lands". Jonathan was
also granted a pension of $8 per month.

David the 4th Wight brother, born in 1861, did not
enlist in the Revolution. He is the only sibling in that
generation to have a gravestone still standing at Center
Yard, the old cemetery Barnard, where all the Wights have
been buried. []
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Secretary Needed

The kindred needs a volunteer to attend Board meet-
ings by Zoom and condense the meeting ‘s recorded
abstract into key points for the Board Minutes record.
About 6 times per year. Zoom board meetings are held
Fridays, (10-11:30am Pacific/ 1-2:30pm Eastern.
time), except Summer and December. Contact the
Governor.. []

New Cannon to be placed on
Burial Hill, May 31, 2025

New Cannon Placed
on Burial Hill

From Pilgrim Hall Museum

In 2020, covid cancelled a Mayflower 400 event: the gift of a
cannon for Burial Hill. The gift from the Honorable Artillery Company
of London, was to be installed on Burial Hill by the Ancient and
Honorable Artillery Company of Massachusetts. So the cannon was
stored at Pilgrim Hall Museum.

Official dedication, may 31st, 10 AM, town hall green, 26 court St.
The ancient and honorable artillery company of Massachusetts and the
honorable artillery company of London will present the cannon to town
officials, followed by a procession to burial hill, led by 17th --century
costumed members of the new Plymouth guard, for unveiling
ceremonies.

The quadricentennial Guernsey Falcon cannon is an exact replica
of one of the two original 16th century English cannon that were
presented to Plymouth on its 300th anniversary and placed on burial
hill in 1921.

About 1984, the tercentenary cannon were removed from burial
hill. One was given to Pilgrim Hall where it is on display in the
museums lower gallery; The other was returned to its place of origin,
the Isle of Guernsey, which had lost all of their ancient cannon under
Nazi occupation during World War II. []

State of Massachusetts
Declares May 23,
“Deborah Sampson Day”

By Steve Connolly,

To view the video, click on, or paste this
link into your browsers address line: https://
tv.sharontv.com/CablecastPublicSite/
show/147807site=1

Sharon Historical Society: Deborah

Sampson Day, tv.sharontv.com []

Two canons that were on Burial Hill, 1920-1984 (above),were replaced
May 31st by an exact replica of that on aboard the Mayflower in 1620.
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