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Dear Henry Samson and Abraham Sampson cousins, 
 

Winter is upon us. Hope you had a wonderful Thanksgiving Day 
with its special meaning to Mayflower descendants. 

 
This has been a busy year for the 

Samson/Sampson Kindred Board, as we 
installed new Officers, added board 
members and set up recordkeeping. 

 
A highlight of the year, was to have the 

Reverend Dr. W. Becket Soule volunteer to 
write a series of books on Abraham 
Sampson’s Genealogy. The project is to 
produce a series of books and likely to take 
eight years to complete. Since the Silver 
Books are reserved for Mayflower 
passengers Becket has proposed the book 
color to be Crimson. Abraham Sampson 
was a late comer to Plymouth colony, but all his children or 
grandchildren married a Mayflower passenger descendant. The Board 
approved the proposal and has adopted the project. Our Bylaws 
describe a position of PHSK Historian, and Becket has been given the 
position. 

 
When founded in 2005, we conceived having our major business 

meeting be held every three years at Congress. But during the covid19 
years of isolation, we discovered Zoom meetings to be practical. We 
therefore decided to update our Bylaws to the new technology and 
current practices. 

 
We wish you all a great 

Thanksgiving and wonderful holiday 
season.  

 
Your  Governor and cousin,  

  
 Guy Moellendorf 
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About this Newsletter  

• Editor: Guy Moellendorf 

• Distributed: About 90 via 
Email, 5 via Postal 

• Past newsletters posted on 
PHSK’s website 

• Membership Chair provides 
the distribution list 

http://pilgrimhenrysamsonkindred.org/


Welcome  
New Members 

By Karen Pogoloff, Genealogist 
 

Two in the pipeline, soon to be completed. 

 

Mark Your Calendar 
 

Friday, February 7, 2025, Board Meeting via Zoom.  
10am Pacific / 1pm Eastern Time, about 1.5 hours 

Meet 1 to 2 months thereafter. 
 

Members welcome to attend.   
Contact Governor for a Zoom invite.  
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Overstock Sale, Henry Samson  

Silver Book  
20% off, Sale Ends Jan 15, 2025  

 
To reduce inventory, the GSMD has put the Henry Samson Silver 

Books are on sale, for yourself or a gift 
to a kin or library.  

Three books identify Henry Samson 
descendants through five generations. 
Henry had nine children, seven are 
known to have descendants. 

Vol 20, Part 1, 2000, $50:  Henry Samson 
through Generations 1-4.  

Vol 20 Part 2, 2005, $60: Henry Samson 
Fifth Generation of children James, 
Dorcas, Un-named daughter, Hannah 
and Elizabeth.   

Vol 20 Part 2, 2006, $60: Henry Samson 
Fifth Generation of son Caleb. 

The Sales is for 20% off. The coupon code 
is SAMSON. The code will give you a 
discount on each of the three Samson 
Silver Books. You don't have to buy all three to get the discount, 
you'll still get the discount if you buy 1 book or 2 (but if you 
purchase other items at the same time, those will not be 
discounted). It'll expire on 1/15/25. 

To apply the coupon at checkout there will be several places that 
prompt you to enter the code.  Just enter the code and hit the 
"Apply" button and the discount will be taken automatically out 
of your total. 

https://themayflowersociety.org/product-category/mayflower-
families-silver-books/page/2/     

In Memoriam 
 

No members are known to have passed.  

 

Two New books 
Beth Lambert, PHSK Education Committee,  

GSMD Member at Large – West. 
 
Now that FALL is upon us—what are YOU storing up for 

this season and the coming holidays? Are you harvesting from 
your garden and canning? What will your Thanksgiving look like 
and how do you plan to celebrate with your family and remember 
our brave Mayflower ancestors? Why not get a warm cup of 
coffee or your favorite tea and consider the following 
possibilities? I like to read by my fireplace or wood stove this time 
of year and TWO new books are coming out of special interest to 
Mayflower descendants. They are:  

 
1) Squanto: A Native Odyssey 

by Dr. Andrew Lipman which was 
released Sept. 17. Dr. Lipman has 
discovered new historical evidence to 
help us understand Sqaunto’s personal 
life starting before his encounter with 
the Pilgrims and how this might have 
affected his interaction with them. You 
can purchase this on Amazon or at 
PlimothPatuxet Musuems.  

 
2) In Search of James Chilton 

of Canterbury by a favorite UK author Sue Allan, who is a well 
known Pilgrim Historian. Sue has done outstanding research in the 
Counties of Kent and Canterbury to 
find records never seen before, 
revealing much new Information on 
Pilgrim James Chilton and his family. 
This is her first Book to be published 
in the U.S. by the New England 
Historic Genealogical Society. The 
exact date is not announced yet but it 
will be this Fall. See NEHGS 
bookstore at:   https://
shop.americanancestors.org/  

Bylaw Committee Report 

The purpose is to update the 2007 bylaws to current technology and 
practices.  Zoom software enables meeting remotely with the 
features of video, audo, and recording.  Business is now 
conducted by Zoom rather than every three years concurrent with 
GSMD’s triennial meeting.  

Committee members are Charles Willard, chair, Gail Berkshire, 
Barbara Williams, Deborah Brownell and Guy Moellendorf.  

The existing Bylaws, dated September 2005, are posted on the PHSK 
website in the “About” tab.. 

Upon approval by the Board, the Bylaws shall be  dated and posted 
on the PHSK website.  Approval is expected in November 2024 
or January 2025.  

Help Wanted 

• Secretary—write up meeting minutes 

• Newsletter Editor — Edit inputs into the  
newsletter.  

 
Contact the Governor.   Thanks. 

https://themayflowersociety.org/product-category/mayflower-families-silver-books/page/2/
https://themayflowersociety.org/product-category/mayflower-families-silver-books/page/2/
https://shop.americanancestors.org/
https://shop.americanancestors.org/
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Board Activities  
Since Last Newsletter, December 31, 2023 

 

. 
January 19, 2024, via Zoom. 

-Welcomed four new Board Members 

—Karen Pogoloff, volunteered to process new member 
applications becoming our new Genealogist. 

—Reverend Dr. Becket Soule, volunteered to write an 
Abraham Sampson Genealogy book. 

—Marti Bobertz volunteered to encourage the various 
Mayflower Family Societies to share their newsletters. 

—Doug Sampson is interested in generally assisting PHSK, 
especially in the editorial area. 

-Steve Connolly needed a new home for his Revolutionary Soldier 
Deborah Sampson website. We volunteered to host it on our 
PHSK website. Deborah Sampson disguised herself as a male 
and soldiered in the American Revolution. Her volunteerism is 
heroic. His website was receiving about 3000 hits per month. 

-Gail Berkshire began assisting our Treasurer Scott Samson, who 
has developed health issues. 

-The Governor asked members to share information about any 
emerging Mayflower tours, enhance the design of our 
Membership Certificates, and to update our Bylaws. 

 

Feb 23, 2024, via Zoom 

-Becket Soule proposed writing an Abraham Sampson Genealogy 
book.  It was moved, seconded, passed (MSP) to have the 
Samson Kindred PHSK support the project. 

-Treasurer Scott Sampson’s requested Gail Berkshire to take over as 
Treasurer. The motion was MSP, and Gail Berkshire was 
elected treasurer. Scott Sampson will be our Assistant 
Treasurer. 

-It was MSP to form a Bylaws Revision Committee. Members: 
Charles Willard (chair), Barbara Williams, Deborah Brownell, 
Gail Berkshire and Guy Moellendorf. 

-Scott Samson requested to vacate his office as Assistant Governor. 
Susan Abanor volunteered. It was MSP. Susan Abanor was 
elected our Assistant Governor. 

-Marti Bobertz needed a place to post and exchange Pilgrim Family 
Society newsletters. Our webmaster, Charles Willard offered 
space on our PHSK website server at no extra cost to PHSK. 

 

April 5, 2024, via Zoom 

-Abraham Sampson Genealogy Book Project: Becket Soule 
proposed that he will research and write the book at no cost to 
PHSK. Royalties will go to PHSK. He will assign the copyright 
to PHSK so that PHSK can enable publishing future editions 
without needing to get approval from anyone else. Becket 
recommends PHSK initially fund a certain number (to be 
determined) of hard bound books for libraries and publish 
paperback versions thereafter. The board found the approach 
favorable. 

-Membership Chair is preparing to send dues notices. Our Fiscal 
Year is July 1 to June 30.  

-To satisfy the American Disability Act requirements, our 
Webmaster is editing our website to improve access for persons 
with limited hearing or vision. 

 

May 10, 2024, via Zoom 

-Membership Chair:  Dues Notices were sent out May 5th. Payments 
Due June 30th. 

-The Treasurer notified the IRS of the new Treasurer’s address.  

- Our next Triennial Luncheon and Tour at GSMD Congress will 
occur in the 250th anniversary year of the Declaration of 
Independence. Beth Lambright GSMD Board’s Member-At-
Large West, is a member of the “Promotion and Marketing 
Committee” for GSMD. As part of the 250th anniversary of the 
United States Declaration of Independence (aka “America 
250”), GSMD is supporting collection of data on Patriots 
descended from the Mayflower Passengers.  

-For sharing with other Mayflower Family Societies, Marti Bobertz 
requested development of a “Master Calendar” for PHSK. 

 

June 21, 2024, via Zoom 

-Our Genealogist, Karen Pogoloff, is processing one new member 
application. 

-The Bylaw Revision Committee will meet throughout the summer. 

-The Treasurer has received most of the records from the prior 
Treasurer and arranged the account at Chase Bank.  

-Beth Lambright suggested a newsletter article encouraging members 
to download from GSMD’s website the existing Patriot to 
Passenger PDF file, 425 pages. If your Revolutionary War 
ancestor is not listed, please add them. 

-Karen Pogoloff, Genealogist, reported one new member. 

 

September 27, 2024, via Zoom 

-Membership Chair reports dues notices sent to 66 members, 36 not 
yet paid. Plan is to send reminder with next newsletter. 
Suggestion made to include a list of member benefits with the 
appeal for dues. 

-Genealogist reported three new members 

-Bylaws Chair, Charles Willard reported that the Bylaw revisions are 
nearly complete. Goal to finish this year. 

-Webmaster, Charles Willard is exploring a auto-renewal feature for 
dues payments on the Membership page. 

-Potential Mayflower tours:  GSMD plans in 2025 to offer the a  New 
England tour (2024 itinerary). For tours, check these websites:  
—GSMD: https://themayflowersociety.org/visit/mayflower-
tours/  
—Pilgrim Family Society website is operating well. 

-Education Committee:  The bylaws describe the committee to work 
on Samson lineage. We share pilgrim general interest news, such 
as new Pilgrim books and webinars. 

 

Members Welcome to join  
Board meetings:   

-If you are not on the Board and wish to attend, then please email the 
Governor. Meetings are held via Zoom, which is easy to set up. 
The standard meeting time is at 10am Pacific/1pm Eastern, 
duration 1-1.5 hours, and the standard day is on a Friday.        [] 
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Benefits of Membership — 
News, Access, History 

 

• Meet people actively involved in Mayflower Pilgrim history. 

• Low Membership fees ($15). Pay via mail or online. 

• Support research on Henry Samson and Abraham Sampson 

ancestry, descendants, DNA studies, cemeteries, famous 
descendants. 

• Share news. All newsletters online, from our 2007 founding to 

the present. Free 

• Support website with Free Downloads of newsletters and 

genealogy data.  

• Abraham Sampson descendant genealogy. Third generation 

descendants gateway to Mayflower Passengers. Free download.  

• In-person Luncheon at GSMD Congress, every third year at 

Plymouth, Massachusetts.  

• Historical tours and Zoom event news. 

• English church news where Henry Samson and Abraham 

Sampson were baptized. 

• Active Board Meetings committed to member education via 

Zoom meetings.    [] 

 
Manuscript Gifts  

Wanted  
 
We would like to receive any biographies of Henry Samson or 

his cousin Abraham Sampson descendants. Manuscript original or 
copies. For privacy reasons, we only publish biographies of persons 
who died 100years ago or older. The submittals will be used in 
future Kindred projects, such as to publish genealogies or either 
Henry or Abraham.  

Make submittals in the form of paper copy and if possible, an 
electronic copy in PDF or MSWord.to Bob Sampson. If a report was 
generated via genealogy software, then include a gedcom of the 
relevant data, if able. For details, contact Bob Sampson whose email 
address is on the newsletter’s last page. He will reply by email, text 
or phone, as requested. 

Recently we received these gifts from member Scott Sampson: 
The Sampson Family by Lilla Briggs Sampson, Copywrite 1914, 238 

pages.  Early chapters of this book cover Samson/Sampson 

history back to the early 1000s.  Much of the book covers 

Samson/Sampson families in England, Scotland and Ireland. 
Unpublished manuscript, Sampson book was authored and edited by 

Henry Shepard Wood Jr.  It is 260 pages long.   Mr. Wood says 

about his book, “with the work done by my wife and I, we can 
now write a comprehensive history of the Sampson (Samson) 

family from 1620 to 1992. 

Joshua Young of Truro, Mass and Town Alboro, Maine and Some of 

His Descendants.  It was compiled by Marion L Dunn.  A 
handwritten date of 1970 appears to be when it was 

published.    Pilgrim Henry Samson is the only Sampson/

Samson mentioned in the book. 

 
Abraham Sampson  

Genealogy Book  
Project, 2024-2032 
Part A Background 

W. Becket Soule, OP 
 
 

On 1 February 2024, by The Rev. Dr. W. Becket Soule, 
OP, Maggie Valley, North Carolina 28751.offered to write a 
genealogy series on Abraham Sampson’s descendants. The 
series will span the years of 2024-2032.  The proposal was 
adopted by the Board on Feb 23, 2024. The proposal, with 
small additions,  therefore became our “Project” and can be 
adjusted as needed. 

 
Background:  
 

The Mayflower Families series, popularly known as the “Silver 
Books” are a project that was started in the 1950s to document 
the descendants of the passengers of the Mayflower for the first 
several generations.  Although the original intention was to cover 
the first five generations, more recent books have stretched as far 
as the eighth generation.  Because of the exhaustiveness of the 
methodology, and the completeness of the research, the 
published genealogical sketches are usually accepted as proof of 
that part of the lineage for membership in the General Society of 
Mayflower Descendants and other lineage societies without 
further qualification. 

 
While three volumes in the Silver Book series have been published 

on the descendants of Henry Samson (MF 20:1 [2000], MF 20:2 
[2005], MF 20:3 [2006]), because Abraham Sampson was not a 
Mayflower passenger, his genealogy is not eligible for 
publication in this series.  Significant research has been done into 
Abraham’s descendants, however, and there is frequent 
confusion between the two lines of descendants, namely, those of 
Henry, which are fairly well documented, and those of Abraham, 
which are less well documented. 

 
A database on the Pilgrim Henry Samson Kindred website for 

descendants of Abraham has been a valuable resource for the 
past few years, but, as is the nature of databases, its structure is 
abbreviated and limited.  The Henry Samson Kindred Board has 
approved the publication of a genealogical compilation of the 
descendants of Abraham in a more permanent and definitive 
form.  While no genealogy is ever “finished,” this could take 
advantage not only of new documentation that has become 
available as more and more is put online, but of additional works 
published in the meantime that have confirmed (or refuted) 
possible lines, as well as the documentation supplied by Samson 
Kindred members, some of which may not have been available 
previously. 

 
A significant percentage of Abraham Sampson lineages merge with 

descendants of Mayflower passengers: even in the second 
generation almost two thirds of Abraham’s children married the 
children or grandchildren of Mayflower passengers: Esther 
Delano married as her first husband Samuel2 Sampson and as her 
second husband John2 Soule the eldest surviving son of Pilgrim 
George1 Soule, Elizabeth2 Sampson married Philip Delano’s 
eldest son (also named Philip Delano), the brothers Abraham2 
Sampson [Jr.] and Isaac2 Sampson married two sisters – Lorah 
Standish and Lydia Standish the daughters of Mayflower 



   Page 5       THE SAMSON KINDRED SPIRIT        WINTER  2024 

passenger Myles Standish, George2 Sampson married a 
granddaughter of a passenger on the Fortune, and Mary2 
Sampson married a grandson of Pilgrim George Soule.  Further 
generations include many more connections: by the sixth 
generation, I would estimate that as many as eighty percent of the 
descendants of Abraham1 Sampson are also descendants of at 
least one Mayflower passenger.  This means that quite a bit of 
Mayflower research is relevant, and would not have to be 
duplicated. 

 
Two sections will require new research: (a) describing and evaluating 

DNA evidence for Abraham1 Sampson and his descendants, and 
(b) filling out the European origins of Abraham1 Sampson, and 
perhaps being able to document the exact relationship of 
Abraham1 and Henry1 Sampson.  While it is plausible that they 
were first cousins, this has not yet been proven. 

 
Project:  To produce a permanent Crimson Book series of 

the descendants of Abraham1 Sampson.  The initial volume 
would attempt to cover the first five generations, naming the 
sixth.  Once this is published, we can evaluate the possibility of 
continuing volumes.  Each subsequent volume would seek to 
document the descendants of one or more children of Abraham 
Sampson down to the eighth generation. 

 
Methodology: The format and style sheet of the Silver Books will 

be used, to maintain as close a parallel between the two series as 
possible.  This will also enable the research to be transferred 
from one project to the other with minimal difficulty. 

 
Timeframe:  The first volume should be complete by 

August 2026, and, if this is successful, then produce subsequent 
volumes (generations 6 – 8) at the approximate rate of one every 
other year.  This would have a final completion date 
approximately in 2034.  Because of the overlap in family 
histories, much of the work for generations after the fifth would 
have been done already by the same researcher and editor. 

 
Initial:  2025/6 Sampson I (Abraham1 Sampson for Five 

Generations) 
Tentative: 2027/8 Sampson II, pt. 1 (son Samuel2 Sampson, 

daughter Elizabeth2 [Sampson] Delano, dau. Mary2 [Sampson] 
West generations six through eight) 

 
Tentative: 2029/30 Sampson II, pt. 2 (dau. Mary2 [Sampson] 

Howland, son George2 Sampson, dau. Judith2 [Sampson] 
Howland generations six through eight) 

 
Tentative: 2031/32 Sampson II, pt. 3 (son Abraham2 Sampson 

[Jr], son Isaac2 Sampson generations six through eight along with 
corrections of previous volumes) 

 
Qualifications: 

I am a member of the Association of Professional Genealogists, and 
am the coordinator of the Peer Review committee of the Writers’ 
Special Interest Group.   I am the editor and principal researcher 
for the Descendants of George Soule of the Mayflower (1620) 
and The Descendants of Philip Delano of the Fortune (1621) 
volumes.   Recent publications include Passengers of the Fortune 
– 1621 (2023) and Centennial History of the Society of 
Mayflower Descendants in the State of North Carolina (2024).  
This will be of great benefit to both projects, as there is a 
significant confluence of descendants.  I am active in the Society 
of Mayflower Descendants as Elder and Deputy Governor of the 
Canadian Society of Mayflower Descendants, Governor and Co-
Historian of the Society of Mayflower Descendants in the State 
of North Carolina, and Deputy Governor General for Canada of 

the General Board of Assistants of the General Society of 
Mayflower Descendants.  And I am, proudly, Historian and on 
the Board of Directors of the Pilgrim Henry Sampson Kindred, 
as well as being the eighth great grandson of Abraham Sampson.  
The editor, writer and principal researcher will be contributing 

his services.    []  

News from  
St. Mary's, Henlow, UK 

Henry Sampson baptism church 

Dear Friends,      November  2024 

We are now in the depths of autumn.  The nights are long and 
dark and the weather chilly.  Leaves are falling all around and 
gardens look bleak and forlorn.  Birdsong is all but absent and the 
prospect of colder times lies ahead.  Next Sunday is the Feast of 
Christ the King and marks the end of the Church year, leading us 
into the season of Advent.  However,  while the season of Autumn 
makes us look back and long for the joys of summer, and to regret 
their passing, Advent is all about looking forward to the prospect of 
new beginnings and the wonder of Christmas. 

Within the life of the Church, as well as at home, Advent is a 
busy time of preparation.  We have made our Christmas Puddings 
and jars of 
mincemeat for 
distribution 
around the 
family, Advent 
Calendars for 
the 
grandchildren 
are yet 
unopened and 
Advent 
candles 
marking the 
countdown of 
days to the 
festival are 
waiting to be 
lit.  At St 
Mary’s the 
great leaf-
gathering is 
planned – a 
mammoth task bearing in mind the number and size of the ancient 
lime and oak trees in our churchyard!  
Calls will soon go out for volunteers to 
make mince pies for the ‘switching on the 
lights’ of Henlow’s village Christmas tree 
on December 1st, when a crowd will gather 
at the village pump and traditional carols 
will be sung. 

In the church itself the Advent 
Wreath will feature prominently.  A circle 
of greenery, flowers and decorations with 
four candles (three purple and one rose-
pink) with a central white candle for 
Christmas Day.  At each Sunday service a 
candle will be lit accompanied by prayers 
and readings.  At the lighting of the first candle we recall Abraham 

(Continued on page 6) 
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GSMD’s Patriot Project 

Find Your Mayflower Ancestor’s  
Revolutionary War  

Descendants 
 

The Patriots to Passenger Project is a growing published list 
of Revolutionary War Patriots who descend 
from Mayflower passengers. The intent is to build a bridge between 
the Daughters of, and Sons of, the American Revolution (DAR and 
SAR) and Mayflower lineage societies. Many Mayflower Society 
members are also members of other lineage societies. 

 
The Patriots to Passenger Project is a way to help others 

discover their link to a Mayflower passenger and benefits existing 
members with possible discovery of additional Mayflower lines of 
descent they can then submit as supplemental applications. 

Here are two web links: 
 

1.  to GSMD’s webpage: 
https://themayflowersociety.org/genealogy/patriots-to-
passengers/   

2. To access the Patriots to Passenger PDF Data Sheet   click on 
the link of the same name. 
(Updated occasionally: Record the date of the post one has 
downloaded and later check for newer versions with more data.) 
 

Example Data:   
 

Samson/Sampson, Deborah, (A043501), b. at Plympton, 
MA., 17 Dec. 1760, d. at Sharon, MA., dau. of Jonathan Sampson 
and Deborah Bradford, desc. of Pilgrims John Alden and William 
Mullins (MF 16:5:58), William Bradford (MF 22:552), and Myles 
Standish (MF 14:77); m. at Stoughton, MA., 7 April 1785, Benjamin 
Gannett, b. at Stoughton, 29 June 1757, d. at Sharon, 29 April 1827, 
son of Benjamin Gannett and Mary Copeland. At the age of 19 she 
disguised herself as a boy and took the name Timothy Thayer, 
refused and later tried again using the name of Robert Shurtleff. She 
served for three years, wounded several times caring for her own 
wounds until being severely wounded during battle in Pennsylvania. 
(Deborah Samson6, Jonathan Samson5, Jonathan Sampson4, Lydia3 
Standish, Alexander2 Standish, Myles1 Standish)  
(Deborah Samson6, Jonathan Samson5, Jonathan Sampson4, Lydia3 
Standish, Sarah2 Alden, John1 Alden)  
(Deborah Samson5, Deborah4 Bradford, Elisha3 Bradford, Joseph2 
Bradford, William1 Bradford)     [] 

 
Patriot Project 

Research  
Steps: 

 
Part A.  

How to Find  
Your Mayflower Ancestor’s  

Revolutionary War Descendants 
 

 
1. Go to website:  https://themayflowersociety.org/  
2. On tab “Explore Your Roots” open “Patriot to Passenger” 
3. After reading the introduction, click on: Access the 

Patriots to Passenger PDF Data Sheet. 
4. Download the PDF to your computer and open the file. 

Note the date published. Check back later for updates. 
5. Using your GSMD approved lineage papers, search the 

names on your lineage who were adults during the 
American Revolutionary period, about 1770-1790, who 
may be recorded as a Patriot. Patriots include those war 
service, both in military service and those civilians that 
acted for the Patriot cause.  

a) You may discover you have ancestors who were 
Patriots.  

b) You may also discover that your ancestor was 
descended from multiple Mayflower passengers.  

c) You may want to add/file the source citations to your 
Ancestors records 

d) Note that this is a work in progress, so a partial list. 
Not all Patriots have been recorded on the list. So 
check back after some months for an updated list 
with more Patriots added. 

 
 

Part B.  
How to Add an Ancestor  

that is a known Patriot  
to GSMD’s Patriots to Passenger  

PDF Data Sheet 
 

1. Complete the Part A steps. 
2. Gather documents showing your ancestor was a 

Revolutionary War patriot. Write a very brief statement of 

his war service for possible inclusion. 
3. If your lineage leads Patriot to Mayflower Passenger, then 

gather GSMD approved lineage papers. Submit the 
documents (Patriot and Mayflower) to the name and 
address on GSMD’s website (On November 2024, it is 
Muriel Cushing, 1620flash@gmail.com). 

4. If other lineages, then include documentation proving 
each generation and send to the Members Mayflower 
Society in the state you reside in. After GSMD approval 
as a Mayflower descendant, then do Part B, Step 3.   [] 

and the Patriarchs of old; at the second we recall the Old Testament 
Prophets who foretold the coming of Christ into the world; at the 
third we remember John the Baptist, the Forerunner of the Messiah 
and at the third, the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of the Lord. 

It is good that at this gloomy time of the year there is so much 
to look forward to and, amid the tinsel and trappings of the 
commercial festivities, in churches small and great around the world, 
the true meaning of Christmas is still celebrated in words, music and 
ceremony. 

From all of us here, may I wish you a joyful Christmas. 
Your friend and (distant) cousin, 
James Burgess 

(Continued from page 5) 

https://themayflowersociety.org/genealogy/patriots-to-passengers/
https://themayflowersociety.org/genealogy/patriots-to-passengers/
https://themayflowersociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Patriots-Project-20-Dec.-2023.pdf
https://themayflowersociety.org/
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Sampson {GXZZ-ZTS} is listed in his father’s Will as not receiving 

land or physical property but money (five pounds) because he was no 

longer living in MA when the Will was made. His Non-residency in 

MA is further supported by the lack of other evidence placing him in 

MA. The Will also stipulates that his brother Gersham {LZ13-FRB} 

is to be the executor of the Will and not Samuel {GXZZ-ZTS}, 

implying that Samuel as the oldest son might have had a natural right 

if he were present.  The Will leaves all land, buildings, and 

improvements to Obadiah and Gersham Sampson.  Another 

indication that Samuel {GXZZ-ZTS} of NY was a member of the 

Middleborough MA family, is his naming of his oldest son after his 

deceased mother Hasadiah {LHQM-RHL} and naming another son 

Gershom after his brother, the executer of the Will.  Both Samuel and 

Obadiah had sons named Ezekiel. 

 

 

STORY OF EZEKIEL IN ORANGE CO NEW YORK  

& NEW JERSEY 

 

There is no record of Ezekiel’s {LD14-8VG} birth, but it can 

be implied that he was born in NY about 1738 to his parents Samuel 

Sampson {GXZZ-ZTS} and Rachel Johnson {LZKG-VXH}.  His 

father Samuel {GXZZ-ZTS) shows up in Orange Co, NY May 1731 

at the baptism of his daughter Marie Samson {LD5M-RJW}. In 1736 

Samuel is listed in a surveyor’s letter to the acting Governor of the 

Province of New York which refers to his skill at finding good 

farmland in Orange County.  In 1736 Samuel is listed as a member of 

the militia in that area of NY.  In 1742 Samuel had moved to New 

Jersey where his wife had relatives.  There Samuel was sued in 

Newark, NJ by Henry Wileman of Orange Co, NY, the person who 

owned the farmland he had farmed in Orange Co NY. In 1744 and 

1745, Samuel and his oldest son Hasadiah owed bonds to the John 

Radley estate in Morristown, NJ.  In September 1745, Samuel’s wife 

Rachel took communion in the Morristown Presbyterian Church and 

recorded that they would be leaving the area.  I believe Samuel had 

moved to NJ to work in the budding iron smelting industry.  Several 

smelting operations and iron mills were being built and operated on 

streams in Morris County NJ and needed men with the right skills to 

build and operate them.  While Samuel’s family lived in NJ, two of 

his sons, Hasadiah and David met their wives.  Ezekiel was very 

young, between 2 & 7 when his family was living in NJ.  I believe 

the family returned to Orange Co, NY where the iron industry was 

thriving. 

The first historical document regarding Ezekiel is a scrap of 

paper written February 3, 1756 (microfilm & original in Goshen, 

Orange County NY Historical Society, see attached picture) which 

lists 13 men drafted in Goshen, New York under the command of 

Gilbert Bradner for Battoe Service during the French and Indian 

War.  The paper includes the words “You are hereby commanded in 

the name of his Majesty to raise your Company together on Tuesday 

the twenty second day of this …”.   Because everyone being 

conscripted by the British needed to be between the ages of 16 and 

60, Ezekiel Samson {LD14-8VG}, listed third, would have been 

about 18 years old.   His older married brother, Hasadiah Samson 

{9QDM-5FL} was 31 years old and listed second.  Samuel Samson 

the father {GXZZ-ZTS} age about 60, is listed twelfth.  Battoe (after 

French word for boat, bateau, plural bateaux) means the flat bottom 

(Continued on page 8) 

 

Genealogy Research, 

Ezekiel Sampson  

(abt. 1738 to after 1810) 
{LD14-8VG} 

By Larry Lamont Sampson  

Spokane, Washington State 

ver rcvd Aug 6, 2023 

 

Editor’s note:  For this article, supporting documentation has 

been placed at FamilySearch.org, an online genealogy service 

operated by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. It is free 

and open to the public. One must register to gain access. It provides 

free training. Every recorded individual is assigned a unique ID 

number, shown below as {FamilySearchID}. Readers can locate the 

below individuals at FamilySearch.org by searching a “Tree” by 

“ID#”. The source citations and some documentations are found on 

the “SOURCES” ‘COLLABORATION” or “MEMORIES” tabs for 

the individual at FamilySearch.org. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

While living in New Jersey from 1990 to 2008, I was able to do 

extensive research into the genealogy of my 4th Great-Grandfather, 

Ezekiel Sampson {LD14-8VG}.  My Paternal line to him includes my 

great-great grandfather Isaac Sampson Jr. (1801-1878) {K247-6WY}, 

his father Isaac Sampson Sr. (1762-1838) {LZV1-Y68}, and his father 

Ezekiel {LD14-8VG}.  I was aided in research by Roe Ann Sampson 

Gooch (1917-1999), Bill Young of Starrucca, Pennsylvania (1928-

2012) and Raymond Sampson of Mechanicsville, Pennsylvania (1917-

2006). This paper includes references to documents found by other 

researchers as well as new documents I found that relate to Ezekiel 

Sampson’s {LD14-8VG} life in New York. 

 

 

TWO EZEKIEL SAMPSONS 

 

There has been confusion between this Ezekiel Sampson (1738-

1813) {LD14-8VG} who was born in Orange Co NY and died in 

Delaware Co, NY and Ezekiel Sampson (1744-1811) {LZKG-693} 

who grew up in Middleborough, MA and died in Washington County 

NY.  Both were Revolutionary War veterans.  Ezekiel of NY was a 

Lieutenant in the Artificers Corp near West Point, NY and Ezekiel of 

MA was a private with the Massachusetts troops.  After the 

Revolution, Ezekiel of MA moved from Massachusetts to Washington 

County NY, where he died by 1811 as evidenced by his gravestone.  

Ezekiel of NY moved within NY, PA & NJ and after the Revolution 

moved from Orange County, NY and settled in Delaware County, NY 

where he died after the 1810 census, leaving no evidence of when he 

died.  Because both Ezekiels died in NY, it has caused some to 

mistake them as the same person.   

My belief that the two Ezekiels were first cousins is based on 

circumstantial evidence linking their fathers as brothers. These fathers 

were Samuel Sampson (1696-1757) {GXZZ-ZTS} who lived in 

Middleborough MA and moved to Orange Co NY before 1733 and his 

younger brother Obadiah (1701-1766) {LV5N-KG8} who stayed in 

Middleborough, MA.  This belief is consistent with their father 

Samuel Sampson’s {LRGH-BW8} August 31, 1744, Will.  Samuel 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/united-states/
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boats (24 to 36 feet long, 4 feet wide and 2 feet high) used by the 

British Army to transport men & supplies in the lakes & rivers of 

NY where the battles of this war were fought.  Building and 

maintaining these boats required skilled smiths, coopers, millwrights 

& carpenters.  The Goshen men being drafted were obviously 

skilled; Samuel & sons had skills as millwrights.  In 1756, William 

Shirley, Commander-in- Chief of the British forces in North 

America, placed Colonel John Bradstreet in charge of all bateau 

men, who were to build boats, clear waterways, transport troops & 

supplies and prepare to fight in war.  At that time, the military had 

2000 bateau men organized into 40 companies.  During this war 

there were more than 600 bateaux built.  

This was a very important time in young Ezekiel’s {LD14-

8VG} life because he would have traveled across much of 

Northwestern New York and experienced a very brutal war.  It’s not 

known if his group was involved with supplying Fort Oswego on 

Lake Ontario in early 1756 or if they were at that Fort when it 

surrendered to the French on August 12, 1756 (which included 200 

bateaux).  It’s possible that his group was part of the battles on Lake 

George, NY in July & Aug of 1757 that concluded with the British 

surrender of Fort William Henry and the subsequent massacre by 

Indians of 700 British prisoners of war on the way to Fort Edwards.  

It’s also possible that these ancestors were among the 300 bateau 

men included in the Bradstreet’s successful raid on Fort Frontenac 

(at the St Lawrence entrance to Lake Ontario) in August 1758.  

Bateau men were also part of the taking of Fort Ticonderoga in July 

1759.   With all the fighting and killing the, batteau men must have 

suffered loss of life..  Perhaps Ezekiel’s father, Samuel Sampson 

died during this war because there is no record of his death in 

Orange County, NY.  (This information was compiled from the book 

The French and Indian War by Walter R. Borneman, published 

2006) 

 

 

EZEKIEL MARRIES LURANAH NORTHRUP–  

LIFE IN ORANGE COUNTY  

 

The next available reference about Ezekiel {LD14-8VG} is the 

oldest records of the Baptist Church of Christ in Warwick, Orange 

County, NY, listing members in 1765 including Ezekiel and 

Luranah Samson {LRQ9-91L}.  The First Elder and Pastor of the 

church was James Benedict Jr. {LYLL-YZC}. 

The next document is the mortgage of a 100-acre farm near 

present day Bellvale, NY (next to Warwick) for Ezekiel Samson 

{LD14-8VG} and his wife Luranah {LRQ9-91L} dated December 

23, 1767 (Source: Orange Co. Courthouse). 

The next document is the sale of the 100-acre farm “lately the 

right of” Ezekiel Samson {LD14-BVG} dated November 1774 

(source: Orange Co. Courthouse).   

` 

 

EZEKIEL’S BRIEF EXCURSION  

INTO PENNSYLVANIA  

 

The next reference is a petition to the State of Connecticut 

dated 1 October 1777 asking the state to grant the petitioners, 

(Continued from page 7) 

including Ezekiel Samson {LD14-8VG}, land ownership of 

improved lands in Wyoming Valley, PA.  An error in the King 

Charles II founding document (1662) for Connecticut, granted that 

colony all lands west of that colony’s western boundaries.  Although 

the common boundary with New York was settled in 1725 some still 

felt CT could claim territory in northeastern PA.  In January 1774, 

CT officially incorporated a new town of Westmoreland including 

the area around present day Tuckhannock, PA.  This prompted 

Ezekiel to leave his NJ farm in 1774, and with other families from 

Orange County, move to the new town of Westmoreland.   In August 

1776, these former NY residents, asked their former pastor, James 

Benedict Jr, to come & establish a Baptist Church which he did.  The 

people that colonized this area under the Connecticut claim to 

Pennsylvania land, experienced years of violence and confusion and 

often were denied their right to the land.   

 

 

EZEKIEL’S REVOLUTIONARY WAR  

EXPERIENCE.    

Although Ezekiel {LD14-8VG} was still listed on the land 

petition to Connecticut in October 1777, he had apparently moved 

his family back to Orange County, N.Y., because of continued 

Indian aggression, harassment from Pennsylvanians and the 

commencement of the Revolutionary War, Ezekiel {LD14-8VG} 

(Continued on page 9) 

 

Goshen, February 3,  
1756 
A list of Men Under 
Gilbert Bradner for  
the Battoe Service 

John Simons 
Hesidiah Samson 
Ezekiel Samson 
Benjamin Andros 
Elias Smith 
Richard Jones 
Joshua Downs 
Barnabas Mankoo 
Benjamin Bonnet 
Henry David 
Nicholas Isabrant 
SamuelSamson 
Chad Brown. 

 

 

 

Orange You are herby commanded in his Majestis 
County Name to call your Company Together on  
  Tuesday the twenty second day of this…. 

Transcription of Microfilmed  
1756 Military Draft Document 
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had apparently moved his family back to Orange County, NY though 

he was still listed on the land petition to Connecticut in October 

1777.  He enlisted for the Revolutionary War with Capt. Jacob De 

Witt on 12 October 1776 in Orange County, NY. He was about 38 

years old.  His son Isaac {LZV1-Y68}, enlisted in April 1777.  His 

son Henry {LZ46-T1B} enlisted in 1779 with Peter Mills Co.  On 

April 16, 1777, Ezekiel {LD14-8VG} was commissioned as 2nd 

Lieutenant in Baldwin’s artillery of artificers.  On November 12, 

1779, he was promoted to 1st Lieutenant. 

The next documents are a series of letters from Lt Ezekiel 

Samson {LD14-8VG} of the Artificers. (These were skilled artisans 

and mechanics who kept military equipment in good working order 

and helped construct new forts and structures.)  These letters 

addressed to Colonel Timothy Pickering, Quartermaster General, 

pleaded for help with pay or clothing for the men under him.  The 

letters are for the years 1780-1781 and were written from just North 

of West Point near Newburg, NY on the Hudson River.   According 

to the Revolutionary War Pension Applications filed by Isaac {LZV1

-Y68} & Henry {LZ46-T1B}, both Ezekiel and his sons were at the 

battle at Yorktown, VA in Oct 1781, which led to the War’s end.  

The Treaty of Paris was signed with Britain in 1783.  Isaac was 

discharged in June 1782, Henry in June 1783 and Ezekiel near the 

same time.   

 

 

EZEKIEL’S MOVE TO  

DELAWARE COUNTY  

AFTER THE WAR 

 

According to the History of Delaware County by Jay Gould, in 

1784, Ezekiel {LD14-8VG} (about 46 years old) moved to Chehoctin 

Cove on the East side of the Delaware River, just South of present-

day Hancock, Delaware County, NY.  He was already familiar with 

the area, having traversed it earlier when traveling to PA. Apparently, 

Ezekiel {LD14-8VG} purchased a large tract of land on the Delaware 

River with a mortgage from David Van Ness and developed it with 

his sons.  In 1790, the State of New York paid its Revolutionary 

Soldiers in the form of Bounty Lands in Western New York.  Ezekiel 

A {LD14-8VG} was given 1200 acres, which he sold to land 

speculators.  Henry {LZ46-T1B} and Isaac {LZV1-Y68} were given 

600 acres each, which they also sold.   

The 1790 census of Middletown, Ulster County, NY included 

the area of present-day town of Hancock on the Delaware River. It 

shows in order as heads of households; Henry {LZ46-T1B}, Isaac 

{LZV-Y68}and Ezekiel {LD14-8VG} living next to each other, with 

a total of 4 adult males over 16, 4 males under 16, 5 females of any 

age.  Although only heads of household names are listed, it can be 

inferred from Ezekiel’s entry that the 2 men over 16 were Ezekiel 

(b.1738) {LD14-8VG} & Ezekiel, Jr (b.1771) {LW1R-BTL}.  The 2 

males under 16 would be Samuel (b.1775) {KZHB-V3Y} & George 

Washington (b.1778) {L6VF-BGF}, who went by the name of 

Washington.  The 1 woman was probably Temperance Carpenter 

Curtis {GZP2-XWD}, Ezekiel’s 2nd wife.  Henry Sampson’s {LZ46-

T1B} entry implies that his household included his wife, Sally 

(Continued from page 8) 
Whitaker (b.1768) {LTWM-JJK} plus 2 children, Elizabeth (b.1787) 

{LZ46-YSB} & Thomas (b.1789) {LRBK-LW9}. Isaac’s {LZV1-

Y68} entry included tallies for himself, his wife Miriam Calkins 

(b.1760) {LZ6T-LKX} and his daughter Rena (b.1789) {KFLS-

DRT}.  

The Historical Society of Pennsylvania possesses letters in its 

“Drinker Collection” which describe Ezekiel’s {LD14-8VG} 

enclave on the Delaware.  These letters were written by Samuel 

Preston to his partner Henry Drinker, in Philadelphia. They owned 

land across the river in PA.  Ezekiel apparently had trouble paying 

his mortgage.  In the letter dated Nov 6, 1793, Preston wrote: 

“Ezekiel Sampson {LD14-8VG} has been and made me an 

offer of all his tract, which he says if he could dispose of he could 

now suit himself in another purchase.  I am so far convinced in my 

mind that if our lands could be sold to purchase his tract, as it bounds 

on the river about 6 miles, it would be a great advantage to this 

concern.  There will be nearly 350 acres of good bottom land about 

100 cleared, and more part cleared, 10 log houses that may answer 

for families to live, 1 sawmill almost new, but this stream not as 

good as Tockpollock, about 2500 acres in all the best quality of 

white pine timber on any of the river.  The price for the whole 

including interest will be about L22.00 New York currency.  I think 

that if the quantity of our lands could be sold for cash at one dol., or 

even 5 shillings an acre if it would not bring more, and purchase E. 

Sampson’s. We should then have full command of the ferry, the cove 

where all the rafts stop, and could keep all tippling houses out of the 

neighborhood.  Grain or hay may be hauled readily with a wagon 

from either flat to our barns, and I think by fixing suitable labourers 

in these houses such arrangements might be made as would much 

contribute to the care and advantage of the business here. 

If thee can bid for the whole tract or the greater part of it which 

lays below Great Equinunk, I would advise it be done, especially to 

disencumber the concern from debt.  When time offers, I will 

endeavor to forward to thee a full state of the circumstances of 

Equinunk Manor”.    

And in the letter dated July 23, 1794: 

“David Van Ness (of whom E. Sampson {LD14-8VG} 

purchased) has ejected him and all the people on the land with writs 

from the Supreme Court of Albany what will be the issue is 

uncertain.  All E. Sampson’s dependence for a friend is on me and I 

have wrote my friends C Tappan Jr & Sons to do whatever is best 

therein; tender him the money and sue for a title, or take the title to 

themselves and either keep the land or sell it to E. Sampson, myself 

or others hereafter as my suit, only endeavor to save E. Sampson 

from ruin and keep it from falling into the hands of such as will be 

disagreeable neighbors.  The writs were to be returned to Court this 

very day.  His son George, the young man that was with me at thy 

house being at Poughtachin, 55 miles up the river met the sheriff’s 

officer and came down here to let us have an opportunity of writing 

or afford such advice or assistance as he could.  He thinks that his 

father may do something with D. Van Ness to accommodate the 

matter.  They are to let me know very soon and I expect both C. 

Tappan and J. Tremper here in a few days after court.”  

The George mentioned in this letter was Ezekiel’s 16 year old 

son George Washington Sampson. 

(Continued on page 10) 
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The letters continue to follow the case until the next year on 

July 3, 1795, Samuel Preston’s letters: 

“I have had a verbal message from C. Tappan lately that he 

expects to be out soon and confirm the bargain with E. Sampson 

{LD14-8VG} to purchase him entirely out which I hope he may.  I 

can then cover and secure the large debts from the family of 

Sampson’s to this concern” 

“C. Tappan has been with me two nights.  He now has 

purchased E. Sampson entirely out, who is to leave the premises next 

spring.  That past the tract he can sell and has offered it to me for 

what it cost him. L1300 N.Y.  I think as it lays opposite it is well 

worth the money if we could sell our lands to pay all the debts and 

purchase it.  I would like it well.  The other part he cannot sell 

because Tremper’s (John Tremper, Christopher Tappan’s partner) 

children are underage.  I wish there were some person of capacity at 

Union.  I don’t flatter myself with the present land doing much.” 

After leaving the property on the Delaware, the Sampson’s 

moved up the Delaware to the West Branch of the Delaware River.  

In 1798, Ezekiel Sampson {LD14-8VG} is among the “Qualified 

Jurors” of Delaware County (created in 1797).   

The next set of documents were copies from the Archives of the 

Delaware County Courthouse in Delhi, New York.  These are from 

original court documents from 1798 (some stored in old ammo boxes 

in the basement).  There were two lawsuits brought by Samuel 

Preston (the author of the previous letters).  The first was against 

Isaac Sampson {LZV1-Y68} for Trespass (probably didn’t vacate the 

purchased property on time) for a total of eighty dollars.  Apparently, 

Isaac may not have moved west immediately after vacating the river 

property in 1796.  In the second lawsuit Samuel Preston sued 

Benjamin Jones, Stephen Ashton and Henry Sampson {LZ46-T1B} 

for Trespass & taking property/goods for a total of one hundred fifty 

dollars.  Both lawsuits were probably related to the sale of Ezekiel’s 

property on the Delaware.  There was another lawsuit brought against 

Ezekiel Sampson {LD14-8VG} or Ezekiel Sampson Jr {LW1R-

BTL} for twenty dollars that was owed to Ebenezer Raymond, a 

neighbor in Walton.  There was also a lawsuit brought by Henry 

Sampson {LZ46-T1B} against Stephen Ashton for a debt of sixteen 

hundred dollars owed to him.  The last lawsuit was against the 

younger brothers, Samuel {KZHB-V3Y} & Washington Sampson 

{L6Vf-BGF} for “beating, wounding and ill-treating” John 

Krouskopt.  John asked for damages totaling five hundred dollars.  

There is another document from this era that includes Ezekiel 

Sampson (1738-1813) {LD14-8VG} on a list of Return of Jurors 

from Colchester Entered dated July 22, 1799.  He was about 61 years 

old.   

The 1800 census lists Ezekiel {LD14-8VG}, Ezekiel Jr {LW1R

-BTL}, Henry {LZ46-T1B} & Samuel {KZHB-V3Y} in Walton, 

Delaware County, NY.   His son Isaac Sampson {LZV1-Y68} had 

already moved west.  Ezekiel’s Family consisted of himself, a wife 

Temperance {GZP2-XWD} and a daughter (Temperance) {G25G-

ZH5} under 10.  Henry Sampson, married to Sally Whitaker {LTWM

-JJK}, had 4 boys under 10, John Northrup Sampson {LRQ9-MNN}, 

b. 1790, middle name same as deceased grandmother’s maiden name, 

ie Northrup, 1 boy between 10 & 16, a daughter under 10 and a 

daughter between 10 and 16.  Ezekiel Jr’s {LW1R-BTL} census 

indicates a son under 10, his brother Washington {L6VF-BGF} 22, 2 

(Continued from page 9) 

girls under 10, and his wife Mercy Hitchcock {LW1R-BPQ}.  

Samuel’s {KZHB-V3Y} census shows himself (25), 2 daughters 

under 10 and his wife Elizabeth Shick (22) {KZL8-QQM}.  

The final document was the 1810 US Census taken in 

Tompkins, Delaware. New York which has an Ezekiel in the 

category of 45 and over an no female over 44 yrs.  His wife, 

Temperance, must have died.  Ezekiel Sr. would be 72 years old.   

This final document gives us the approximate date of Ezekiel’s 

death. 

 

 

About the author: Larry Sampson can be contacted on 

lnsampson05@gmail.com. 
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