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        December 31,  2023 

 
Dear Henry Samson and Abraham Sampson cousins, 

 

I can hardly believe that this is my last message to you as 
Governor! 

My tenure has been a long one (twelve years, 2012-2023) and 
coincided with being Chair of GSMD Historic Sites. Preparing and 
leading the tours, I arranged for St. Mary’s at Henlow UK, Henry’s 
baptism place, to be visited five times!! It was such fun to meet the folk 
at St. Mary’s especially our Correspondents Jackie Painter and James 
Burgess. 

The 2018 archaeological dig 
in Duxbury was such a marvelous 
undertaking. Evidence is that the 
original homesite lies below the 
current land owner’s garage. 

But, most of all, I enjoyed 
signing the new member 
certificates. Getting to know so 
many of you was the best! 

Covid was a blessing in a 
strange way. It brought us to Zoom 
meetings where we meet face to 
face almost every-other month! 
Your Board is very special and 
dedicated to the PHSK. 

We would like to see more of 
you to participate. Right now, a 
Secretary is needed, plus a Genealogist and Membership Chair.  

I challenge you to join the Board. Your life will be enriched as 
mine has been. 

It has been a pleasure to serve you. I wish each one of you 
happiness and joy as you keep on discovering your roots. 

I look forward to remaining on the board as an Assistant. 
Sincerely, 
Your former Governor and cousin,  

 

 

 
 

 Barb Williams 
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Help Wanted 

Many hands make light work. We meet conveniently on Zoom 
about six times a year. A great way to support your family heritage, 

hear the latest Mayflower news, and make friends from coast to 

coast.  A brief description of  vacant positions: 

1. Secretary 

Writes up the minutes of out board meetings for approval 

at the next board meeting. 

2. Genealogist 

Receives  about  six applications per year. Assists the ap-
plicant in finding documents. Uses the Henry Samson Sil-

ver Book and Abraham Sampson Database to verify lines. 

Access FamilySearch.org or Ancestry.org for data. Organ-
ize and save Applicant's documentation in folders. Keep 

all 168 folders in a safe place. Post members details to 

PHSK’s membership database. 

3. Membership Committee Chairperson 

Oversee that the Excel Membership file is up-to-date. 

4. Newsletter Editor 

Collect textural and photo input from members, organize, 

and edit it in MS Office software, and send via email to 
members. 

5. Board of Assistants Member  

Join the Board to assist any of the PHSK Officers or Ap-
pointees. 

 

About this Newsletter  

• Editor: Guy Moellendorf 

• Distributed: 90 via Email, 5 via Postal 

• Past newsletters posted on PHSK’s website 

• Membership Chair provides the distribution list 

http://pilgrimhenrysamsonkindred.org/


Welcome  
New Members 

By Linda Longley, Genealogist 
 

#166 Maria Sink-Druzgal, Charleroi PA,  
  of Henry Samson, Active Member 
#167 Ella-Marie Ochowicz, Carol Stream, IL,  
  of Henry Samson, Active Member. 
#168 Catherine Graham, Roseville CA,  
  of Henry Samson, Active Member 
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Board Activities  
Since Last Newsletter, May 5, 2023 

 
 
April 28, 2023, meeting by Zoom 

• Moved, seconded, passed (MSP) to accept the previous 
board meeting minutes and Treasurer’s report. 

• One new member: #165 Julie A. W. Driebergen-Rijsenburg, 
Netherlands, of Henry Samson, Active Member 

• Our Deputy Governor Judith A. Hughes, passed away 
September 28, 2022.  “Quite a shock!” Susan Abanor 
stepped forward to fill position. 

• Governor Williams requested ideas for items to  place at the 
PHSK table at Congress’s foyer. 

• For the PHSK Luncheon at Congress week, suggestions 
made to invite Marilyn Brown, owner of Patriot Deborah 
Sampson’s birthplace, and two Howland  Society members. 

 
July 7, 2023, meeting by Zoom 

• MSP to accept the previous board meeting minutes and 
Treasurer’s report. 

• MSP to change the title of “Assistant Governor” to the term 
used by the Mayflower Society: “Deputy Governor. 

• Governor Williams reviewed September 8th meeting 
preparations and asked volunteers for the officer positions to 
contact her. 
 

September 8, 2023, meeting in person.  
 Reported elsewhere in this newsletter. No business held. 
 
November 14, 2023, meeting by Zoom 

• MSP to accept the previous board meeting minutes and 
Treasurer’s report. 

• Volunteer nominees were present, so officer elections were 
held: Elected for 2023-2026 were: Governor Guy 
Moellendorf, Deputy Governor Scott Samson, Secretary 
Open—no volunteers, Assistant to Treasurer Scott Samson 
is Gail Berkshire. Nominees were elected unanimously and 
were sworn in “promising to fulfill the duties of the office to 
the best of their ability.” 

• Identified need to update the Bylaws to modern technology 
and practices.    [] 

 

Mark Your Calendar 
 

Friday, January 19, 2024, Board Meeting via Zoom.  
Meet 1 to 2 months thereafter. 

 
Members welcome to attend.   

Contact Governor for a Zoom invite.  

 

Our Sixth Triennial  Luncheon 
Hotel 1620 Plymouth Harbor. 

Friday,  September 8, 2021, 10:30-2:00.  

 

Our Sixth Triennial Luncheon was the Hotel 1620 Plymouth Harbor 
(formerly named Radisson Hotel).  This is our only in-person meeting 
held every three years on Congress weekend! 

The agenda: fellowship 10:30-11:00am, followed by lunch, guest 
speaker, election of officers, and  motor tour to Plympton.  

Attendees were Barbara Williams, Barbara Knisell, Susan Abanor, 
Harold Woolley, Marti Bobertz, Diane Coleman-Horne, Bill Horne, 
Barbara Dillon, Donald Kennedy, Christine Tissot, Deborah Brownell, 
Julie Wilson, Karen Pogoloff, Judith Cutts, Harry Cutts, Doug Sampson, 
Laurel Siviglia, David Collibee, Steve Connolly, Marylin Browne, 
Deborah Anderson. 

Member Steve Connolly spoke on “The Second Half of Deborah 
Sampson’s Life”   

No business was conducted as no officers were present at the 
meeting. All business is now done on Zoom . 

A group photo was taken. 

Most of the attendees carpooled about 15 minutes away to Plympton, 
Mass. One car got lost on Massachusetts roads and did not make it. 

Marilyn Browne gave a complimentary tour of the home where 
Revolutionary War patriot Deborah Sampson first lived, 1760-1768. She 
owns the home, which is private and not open to the public. The tour was 
special to PHSK. 

Next, Steve Connolly led a visit to the grave sites of Deborah 
Samson’s grand parents and great grandparents in Hillcrest Cemetery, 
Plympton (photos page 6). 

Thanks is given to our Secretary, Barbara Knisell, for collecting 
reservations and making payments..    [] 

In Memoriam 
 

No members are known to have passed.  
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Lower photo  
 

Far back Left to right: 
Bill Horne,  

Harold Woolley 
 
 

Front, left to right: 
 

Barbara Knisell,  
Diane Coleman-Horne, 

Christine Tissot,  
Steve Connolly,  

Donald Kennedy,  
Susan Abanor, 
Marylin Browne,  

Deborah Anderson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Top photo   
 

Back row left to right: 
Harry Cutts,  

David Collibee,  
Doug Sampson,  

Deborah Brownell 
 

Front row, left to right: 
Judith Cutts,  

Marti Bobertz,  
Barbara Dillon,  
Karen Pogoloff,  
Barb Williams, 
Julie Wilson 
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Gov. Barbara Williams presenting guest speaker  
Steve Connolly with a Certificate of Appreciation. 

Bill Horne with his PHSK wife, Diane Coleman-Horne. 
They live in Olive Branch, MS!  

Barb Williams with Marylin Browne, our host at Deb-
orah Sampson’s birthplace home, presented with a Certificate 

of Appreciation.  

PHSK member Steve Connolly gave a presentation on Deborah  Sampson Gannett.  
Henry Samson is her 2nd great uncle. Deborah Sampson was born at 46 Elm Street, 

Plympton, MA (today’s address). She was the  of seven children.  
In 1775, she was 15 years old. 

Right 
PHSK member 

Barbara Lee 
Kelly  

at Congress 



Deborah Samson’s birthplace, Plympton, MA. The land has sheep and cows on it (which were once owned by 3 generations  
of the Samson family, and has remained unchanged farm land for 250 years.  

Governor Barbara Williams and plaque  
“Birth Place of Deborah Samson.” 
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Inscription reads: “Paul Revere meets Deborah Samson 
 at Cobbs Tavern in 1804 in Sharon, MA.”  Patriot Paul Revere 

 is a descendant of both Abraham Sampson and  
Henry Samson, see PHSK Newsletter 2009,  

v4n3, on the PHSK website.  
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Left:   
Deborah  Sampson’s  

ancestors include  
Abraham Sampson,  
Myles Standish, and  
Gov. Wm. Bradford 

Below:  Deboarah’s g-parents, and gg-parents Grave Markers found at the Hillcrest Cemetery, Plympton, Massachusetts. 
Prior to the tour our tour, guide Steve Connelly spent hours cleaning these stones with a toothbrush, all that the cemetery  

custodians would allow to preserve the stones. Note that early documents in the family  
use the Samson surname, some later documents use Sampson, ie with letter “p.”. 
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The Pilgrim Henry  
Sampson Kindred  

Display Table  
at the  

GSMD Congress 
 
Barbara Williams at PHSK table for 

Congress. Top photo is entire table, lower 
photos show frontal  views.  

 
Items left to right: 

1) Lewis Family Genealogy  book which 
Barbara authored and was sold! 

2) Pilgrim dolls, my favorites  
3) Mayflower Historic Site Tour photos (5)

of tour members that visited St. Mary’s 
in Henlow; UK. 

4) PHSK hat;  
5) Guestbook to record table visitors during 

Congress.  
6) PHSK bookmarks showing both Henry 

and Abraham;  
7) Our 2020 Duxbury Historic Archaeolo-

gy Award;  
8) Barb’s GSMD Historic Site Book (Many 

wished to buy it. Out of print, and not 
for sale.); 

9) Page showing PHSK plaque commemo-
rating Pilgrim Henry Samson’s baptism 
and his probable baptismal font. 

10) The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
House of Representatives Award 27 
April 2019 for archaeology dig to locate 
Pilgrim Henry Samson’s homesite; 

11) Map showing the Pilgrim homesites in 
Duxbury, very popular.  

12) Also, the top photo shows mints given 
out each day. 

 



 

PHSK Website Activity .  
Charles Willard, PHSK Webmaster 

Ongoing maintenance and improvements have been made to the 
PHSK website. 

The Member’s Area is a work in progress, contact me if there is any 
society information you would like added to this web section. The 
Member’s Area will be made private and will require a login to access 
the information.       [] 
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News from  St. Mary's, 
Henlow,  UK 

Dear Friends,       November  2023 

Greetings to you all from frosty Bedfordshire.  How quickly we 
have moved from autumn sun to winter chill! 

As we stand on the cusp of a new year in the life of the Church, 
we look forward to the celebration of Christ’s Nativity which will 
soon be upon us.  We may also reflect on Christmasses past and the 
loved ones we shared them with.  In my childhood years the family 
all gathered at my Grandmother’s on Christmas day.  Such happy 
memories of long ago when Nanna (as my Grandmother was known) 
shared her childhood recollections of life at the end of the 19th centu-
ry.  She was born in 1887.  Growing up in rural Norfolk, she was 12 
years old when she completed her schooling and went into service at 
Scarning Rectory.  Her father was a road mender and earned 6 shil-
lings a week (38 cents).  Out of this, he gave his wife 5 shillings for 
housekeeping money and spent the remaining shilling on 6 pints of 
beer.  In those days beer was very weak (known as small beer) and 
was considered a healthier drink than water.  What we would consider 
a large quantity today was really quite modest for anyone involved in 
manual labour and 12 pints a night was not uncommon amongst farm 

workers! 
 Naturally there were none of the 
modern conveniences such as gas, electric-
ity and telephone in the countryside and 
water had to be fetched daily from the 
well.  Unlucky if you were first there on a 
winter morning as you had to break the 
ice!  My Grandmother also remembered 
the first motor car in the village, owned by 
the doctor.  The law at the time required 
that motor cars had to be preceded by a 
man waving a red flag to warn the unsus-
pecting populace.  One wonders if the 
motor really improved the good doctor’s 

speed and efficiency. 
Since my last letter, St Mary’s church has finally acquired its 

new noticeboard your valued assistance with this project is greatly 
appreciated by all.  

The season of Advent is almost upon us and we begin our prep-
arations for Christmas in earnest.  We recently enjoyed a concert of 
Christmas themed music performed by the King’s Men, a group of 
young gentlemen from the world-famous choir of King’s College, 
Cambridge.  Needless to say, it was sublime!  The next event will be 
carols, mulled wine and mince pies to accompany the lighting of 
Henlow’s village Christmas tree (Santa Claus may well put in an ear-
ly appearance). 

Thinking of mince pies led me to reflect on their chequered 
history.  A Christmas treat since the Middle Ages, representing the 
Christ Child in the Crib, they were banned by Oliver Cromwell in the 
English Civil War and rejected by all good Puritans as Papistical and 
superstitious.  I wonder if our Pilgrim ancestors ever enjoyed them, or 
did they take the Puritan line?  Perhaps, like me, they recalled the 
memories of their Grandparents who, many years before, were living 
in very different times before the religious divisions in Great Britain 
and the terrible bloodshed that resulted.  May we all strive, whatever 
our faith or tradition, to live peaceably with one another. 

From all of us here, may I wish you a blessed, peaceful and holy 
Christmas. 

Your friend and (distant) cousin, 

 

James Burgess, PHSK Correspondent      [] 

Thank You for Donating  
for the Message Board at the Church  
where Henry Samson was christened. 

 
While our fundraising has been a bit slower than we expected, it 

has given us time to raise $336.46 towards this much needed New 
Message board at the Church of Saint Mary the Virgin in Henlow, 
England. As stated above, donors will receive a beautiful print card by 
artist Andy Massey of England of the church which is suitable for 
framing and keeping. Larger donations will receive a packet of 10 
cards.  Following the Dec. 31 end date of this fundraising effort the 
cards will go out in early January 2024. 

A warm thank you to the multiple donors who have already giv-
en! This Message Board in Henlow is one of the key ways that Parish 
Church stays connected as a community and fosters communication 
among them. As Samson kindred, and descendants of both Henry and 
Abraham Samson who were members of the very strongly knit com-
munity of Plimoth Colony, we will be honoring the lifestyle of our 
ancestors in a practical and resilient life-giving way. 

As reported by James Burgess, the message board has been in-
stalled.  Again, thank you Samson Cousins! 
 Beth Lambright, PHSK Education Chair 

St. Mary’s new message board added in 2023. 
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Meet our  
New Officers  

Beth Lambright 

 

NEW:  At the 2023Congress in September, Beth 
Lambright, was elected to the office of “Member-at-
Large—West”. Her duty is to be GSMD’s liaison with 
state Mayflower societies west of the Mississippi river 
and the Australia Society. Prior to her election, Beth 
volunteered on both the GSMD Juniors Committee and 
Education Committee. 

Beth is a Henry Samson descendant and joined the 
Sampson Kindred as member #145 in  2020. She resides 
in Corvallis Oregon, and is the Oregon Mayflower 
Society's Former Governor.  

Earlier in life she was an elementary and Middle 
School Music teacher. Her 15 years as a Mayflower 
Society member has included re-enacting in schools  as a 
Pilgrim to thousands of students, as well as speaking 
statewide to DAR groups, genealogical and 
historical societies. 

In 2021, Beth formed a joint venture with 
Washington State Mayflower’s Governor, Bruce 
Harrington, to create educational videos on 
Mayflower  history called Pilgrim 101 that many Pacific 
Northwest members took as a Zoom class. 

 

 

Guy Moellendorf 

 

NEW: At the PHSK Board meeting November 14, 
2023, Guy was elected Governor of PHSK for 2024 
2026. 

Guy is  a Henry Samson descendant having PHSK 
member number 82. He took the 2007 GSMD Mayflower 
Historic Sites Tour (and 2017 tour) organized by Barbara Williams. Among the sites visited was Henry Samson’s baptismal church St. Mary 
the Virgin, Henlow, UK, and met our current Correspondent James Burgess. Stimulated to do more family research, and discovered himself a 
Henry Samson descendant in 2008 and joined PHSK. He served Archivist in  2011-present, and Newsletter Editor in 2017-present. He resides 
in Issaquah, Washington State. 

Earlier in life Guy worked as an environmental engineer in pulp and paper, wood products, Washington State Dept. of Ecology, and 
aerospace. 
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In Memoriam:  
Jeremy Dupertius Bangs  

(1946-2023) 
 
by Dr. Francis J. Bremer  
The recent passing of Jeremy Bangs is a loss to all who knew him. 

He was a true Renaissance man--an artist, a musician, and a scholar of 

wide-ranging interests. 

Jeremy was born in January 1946 in by Dr. Francis J. 

Bremer , the son of Carl Bangs and Marjorie Friesen. A few years 

later the family moved to Chicago, where his father entered the doctoral 

program at the University of Chicago Divinity School. Jeremy, a tal-

ented basoonist who had turned down an opportunity to study at Julliard, 

studied art and art history at Chicago, though he left a few credits short 

of graduation when some of his friends were beaten up in the riots sur-

rounding the Democratic convention in 1968. He travelled to Leiden, 

where his father was a visiting professor of theology. Carl was authored 

the definitive biography of the Dutch theologian Jacobus Arminius. Jer-

emy had already been exposed to the Dutch language and theology by 

assisting his father in reading manuscripts relevant to the project. 

Jeremy completed his undergraduate education at the University of 

Leiden and received his PhD in art history in 1976, his dissertation fo-

cusing on 16th-century Dutch tapestry weaving and church furnishings. 

His studies led to his immersion in the municipal archives of Leiden 

where he was taken under the wing of archivist Bouke Leverland, who 

trained him in paleography recommended him for employment at the 

archives following his completion of his degree. Working in the archives 

he was identified as the "Pilgrim expert," answering queries about the 

Pilgrim stay in Leiden prior to their settlement of the Plymouth colony 

in 1620. Contrary to what he had been told there was much more to say 

about the subject than believed, and he embarked on a career that would 

largely focus on their story. From 1980 to 1985 he held the post of His-

torian at the Municipal Archives and Curator of the Leiden Pilgrim Doc-

uments Center. He returned to the United States in 1986 as Visiting Dis-

tinguished Professor of Art History at the Center for Medieval and Re-

naissance Studies of Arizona State University. 

In 1986 he was hired as Chief Curator of the Plimoth Plantation 

Museum in Plymouth, Massachusetts. He held that post for five years, 

during which he was largely responsible for the application of new re-

search into the architecture of the village. He subsequently served as the 

Assistant Archivist of the town of Scituate and Visiting Curator of Man-

uscripts at Pilgrim Hall Museum. It was at this time that he began work 

transcribing and editing the town records of Scituate, Sandwich, 

Eastham, Marshfield, Duxbury, and previously unpublished records and 

deeds of the colony. 

In 1996 he and his wife, artist Tommie Flynn, whom he met in 

Massachusetts, moved to Leiden. With the help of his friend and antique 

dealer Ron Meerman, on Thanksgiving Day 1997, he opened the Leiden 

American Pilgrim Museum on the ground floor of the oldest known 

house in town, built around 1370. There, over the subsequent years, 

Jeremy discussed the Pilgrims and their experience in the Netherlands 

with countless visitors. In the last years of his life he was working to 

insure the continued existence of this small gem of a museum. 

Jeremy published extensively on art history (he was working on an 

article on a rediscovered painting that must have been painted by Pieter 

Saenredamver), church architecture, Dutch toleration, and the story of an 

American businessman during the Revolutionary War. In the past dec-

ades he has produced works of art, some collected in Images of Leiden 

and of Pilgrim Topics (2020) and Picturing Pilgrims (2023), and pub-

lished a novel in Dutch following the story of a student at the University 

of Leiden. 

His major contributions were made to the study of the Pilgrims. In 

addition to his edition of town and colony records, these includ-

ed Pilgrim Edward Winslow: New England's First International 

Diplomat (2004), Strangers and Pilgrims: Travellers and So-

journers: Leiden and the Foundations of Plymouth Planta-

tion (2009), and New Light on the Old Colony: Plymouth, the 

Dutch Context of Toleration, and Patterns of Pilgrim Commemo-

ration (2029).  His work on Indian Deeds: Land Transactions in 

Plymouth Colony, 1620-1692 (2002) led to his engagement in 

current controversies over tribal lands. This prompted him to 

write Josias Wompatuck and the Titicut Reserve of the Mat-

takeeset-Massachusetts Tribe (2020). At his death he was working 

on compiling information about the tribal land reservations as a 

further contribution to the subject. 

Jeremy did not suffer fools gladly and had little time for slop-

py history, but he was extraordinarily generous with serious schol-

ars, many of whom have attested to his assistance with their work. 

In recent years he served as a co-editor on the 400th anniversary 

edition of William Bradford's Of Plimoth Plantation (2020), co-

published by the Colonial Society of Massachusetts and the new 

England Historic and Genealogical Society. A volume of Brad-

ford's other writings, being edited for the Colonial Society by 

Francis J. Bremer, Kenneth Minkema, and David Lupher will be 

dedicated to Jeremy's memory. In the summer of 2022 he donated 

a collection of sixteenth and seventeenth century books to the 

Congregational Library in Boston, Massachusetts. 

His contributions were recognized by a variety of awards. In 

2017 the General Society of Mayflower Descendants and the Pil-

grim Academic Research Committee awarded him the annual Pil-

grim Academic Research Award. In 2018 he was named a 

Knight of the Order of Oranje-Nassau by King Wiollem-

Alexander of the Netherlands. In 2019 the Cothutikut Mattakeeset 

Massachusetts tribe presented him with a wampum belt and blan-

ket in recognition of his work on Indian deeds. Source: 

https://www.congregationallibrary.org/blog/202309/

remembering-dr-jeremy-dupertuis-bangs-1946-2023  

Dr. Bangs, was our host at  Leiden, Netherlands, for GSMD’s  
Mayflower Historic Sites tours, 2007-2017, organized by Barbara Wil-
liams. A scholar, one of the very few able to read the Dutch script and 
text of the 1600s. His research in Massachusetts and Holland revealed 

many details of Pilgrim  and Plymouth Colonial history. In Leiden, Jeremy 
led preservation efforts for many Pilgrim era sites in the city. He was a 
treasure. We are enriched by the many books he has written and left 

behind. Photo 2009, courtesy of Barbara Williams.    Gvm     
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PHSK Officers and Appointees 
       Founded September 11, 2005 

Governor,   Guy Moellendorf   governor@phsk1620.org    

Assistant Governor,   Scott Samson,    asst-governor@phsk1620.org 

Secretary,   Barbara Knisell,    secretary@phsk1620.org 

Treasurer,   Scott Samson,   treasurer@phsk1620.org, Gail Berkshire 

Genealogist,   Linda Longley   genealogist@phsk1620.org 

Webmaster,   Charles Willard   webmaster@phsk1620.org 

Education,   Gail Berkshire  education@phsk1620.org,  Beth Lambright, Barbara Dillon,  
           Steve Connolly 

Membership,  Linda Longley   membership@phsk1620.org,  Scott Samson, Charles Willard. 

DNA    Susan Abanor,     dna.project@phsk1620.org  Linda Longley. Gail Berkshire 

Newsletter Editor,  Guy Moellendorf,   newsletter@phsk1620.org, Ray Zeller, Beth Lambright  

Archivist Guy Moellendorf,   

Chaplain/Elder Deborah Brownell  chaplain@phsk1620.org 

Internal Auditor Charles Willard  webmaster@phsk1620.org 

Sampson  Database Editor Robert Sampson  SampsonDatabase@phsk1620.org 

Howland Society Liaison Deborah Brownell 

Counselor  Christopher Williams 

Historic Sites Barbara Williams   HistoricSites@phsk.1620.org  Sharol Bettencourt, Susan Abanor, Ray Zeller 

Board of Assistants: 

2023 – 2026    Barbara Knisell, Barbara Williams, Christine Tissot 
2026 - 2029: Guy Moellendorf, Bob Sampson, Beth Lambright 
2030 – 2033        Vacant 

The Samson Kindred Spirit Newsletter 
Scott Samson, Treasurer 

PO Box 302,  
Lisbon Falls, ME 04252-1221  
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