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November 1,  2021 

Dear Henry Samson and  
Abraham Sampson cousins, 

As another Thanksgiving 
approaches, the event reminds us of our 
roots in England and Plymouth. Henlow 
and Campton, England are very special 
places in our hearts. 

As I contemplate another crossing of 
our fantastic country from my summer 
home in Washington State to South 
Carolina, the thought of Henry and 
Abraham crossing the wild Atlantic comes to mind. The distance is 
about the same. Their journey was on water while mine will be on 
roadways. 

Some fine seas; many rough seas which included a vicious storm. 

The weather will be carefully checked before my departure. 
Henry and Abraham had no weather forecasts to lead the Captain. 

They finally arrived at journey’s end. I will finally arrive at my 
journey’s end to face an unknown future. 

We all are in the same predicament. But, my wish for each of you 
is a productive future as Henry and Abraham had in the years to come. 

Give thanks and have a wonderful Thanksgiving season!! 

Your Governor and cousin,  

 

 

Barb Williams 
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Dues Reminder 

Our fiscal year began last July 1, 2022. Your Dues notice ($15/year) 
was sent Oct 23, 2022, payable by check. Or pay dues on our web-

site’s membership page: https://phsk1620.org/membership.php  
If questions, contact Scott Samson at 207-522-8389 or 

sbsinc_ss@yahoo.com. 

Postcard,  
circa 1905,  

printed in  
Germany. 
From the  

editor's 
 collection. 
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Welcome  
New Members 

By Linda Longley, Genealogist 
 

All descendants of Henry Samson 

160 Neysa J. Garrett, Upper Black Eddy, PA. 

161 Jane F. Williams, Lexington, KY. 

162 Bruce D. Harrington, Seattle, WA. 

 

No deceased members  
to report.. 
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Board Activities  
Since Last Newsletter, Nov 15, 2021 

 
 
April 22, 2022, meeting  via Zoom: 

• Sampson DNA focal Susan Abanor announced that with Mike Terry would  
host a GSMD DNA webinar on April 27. 

• Genealogist reported one new member, assigned #160 

• Via a GSMD tour of UK and the Netherlands June 10-23, Beth Lambright 
announced plans to visit St. Mary’s Henlow, UK, where Henry Sampson was 
baptized. 

 
May 20, 2022, meeting via Zoom 

• Approved donation from the treasury of $550 to the GSMD’s National 
Pilgrim Memorial Meeting House, Plymouth, Mass. 

• DNA chair discussed how to transfer Autosomal test results from Ancestry to 
Family Tree. 

 
July 29, 2022, via Zoom 

• Traditionally we make a donation to the St. Mary’s Church at Henlow when a 
PHSK officer visits, as happened in June. Our correspondent advised their 
Notice Board sorely needed replacement. It was approved to have a fund 
raiser for that purpose. 

• Governor Barbara announced the next GSMD Triennial Meeting dates are 
Sept. 8-13, 2023.  

• Beth Lambright reported details of her GSMD tour  to the UK and 
Netherlands. Sadly, a national cab strike prevented her visit to Henlow. 

 
September 30, 2022, meeting via Zoom 

• Team formed to design a donation request of members for a new Notice 
Board at S. Mary's Henlow., UK 

• Webmaster has added to the website the Samson-Sampson Y-DNA Study by 
Susan Abanor in  the Genealogy section . 

• Approved inviting a person to be our Triennial Speaker on the Topic of  
Abraham Sampson’s life. 

• Resolved to have a Spring 2023 newsletter with reservation form for the Sept 
8 meeting and luncheon. 

 
October 28, 2022, meeting via Zoom 

• Sampson Database Manager and Editor transferred to 
Robert Sampson.      [] 

 
Mark Your Calendar 

 
 

Friday, Sept 8, 2023, Plymouth, Massachusetts 
Hotel 1620 (Formerly Radisson) 
PHSK’s Sixth Triennial Meeting 

Our only in-person meeting is  
held every three years on 

Congress weekend.! 
Buffet Luncheon with Guest Speaker 

 
GSMD Congress Weekend 

It you plan to attend, please make  
your hotel reservations ASAP. 

St. Mary's Church,  
Henlow,  

by  
artist  

Andy Massey 
 

Copywrited. 
Printed with 
permission 

of the artist. 
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Extensive restorations took place during 19th century and the tower was restored 
as recently as 2006.  

Records show that the church (and the village) have a connection with the Pilgrim 
Fathers; at least three residents, Edward and Ann Tilley, and John and Joan Tilley. 
Both women died in the first winter. they took one of their nephews, Henry Samson, 
with them. Samson was baptized in St Mary's. 

Sources and more information:   

 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_St_Mary_the_Virgin,_Henlow  

 Www.Wikipedia.com :search on Pilgrim Fathers 

 Www.Wikipedia.com :search on Henry Samson 

 https://seearoundbritain.com/venues/st-marys-church-henlow-open-mon-wed-fri-
sat-free/pictures   

 https://bedfordshireparishchurches.co.uk/wp/henlow/  View architectural details 

Architectural History 
The Church of St. Mary  

the Virgin, Henlow 

 
The church is a “Grade I listed” church. It became a 

listed building on 31 October 1966, meaning it has 
historical significance and must be protected. 

The original footprint of the church dates back to the 
12th century, but the current building dates mostly from 
the 15th century.  

The church is mostly in a Perpendicular style, with a 
myriad of monuments and stained glass windows and a 
three-stage tower, which was added in the 15th century. 
The tower housed five bells, which were cast in 1628. 
Although the number of bells was increased to eight in 
the 20th century, the nearby house still retains its name 
of The Five Bells. 

Originally the nave was aisleless and shorter than it is 
now (48 feet (15 m)). The north and south aisles were 
added around the 14th/15th centuries, as was the chancel, 
whereas the porch is entirely modern.  

The original building was gifted by King John to 
Lanthony Priory on the banks of the River Severn to the 
west of Gloucester. Upon the dissolution of the 
monasteries, the patronage passed to the Crown.  

The Church of St. Mary the Virgin, Henlow, Bedfordshire, UK. Henry Samson baptized here, 15 January, 1603/4. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pilgrim_Fathers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pilgrim_Fathers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Samson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_St_Mary_the_Virgin,_Henlow
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://seearoundbritain.com/venues/st-marys-church-henlow-open-mon-wed-fri-sat-free/pictures
https://seearoundbritain.com/venues/st-marys-church-henlow-open-mon-wed-fri-sat-free/pictures
https://bedfordshireparishchurches.co.uk/wp/henlow/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Listed_building
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perpendicular_style
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Some  
views  

of  
St. Mary  

the Virgin,  
Henlow, UK 
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A Tradition of Giving,  
Church of Saint  Mary the Virgin,  

Henlow.  

Since forming the Pilgrim Henry Sampson Kindred in 2006, the Kindred has 
fostered a relationship with Henry Sampson’s roots in Henlow. Following  is a list 
of that tradition. 

2007, Spring:  Kindred founder and GSMD Historic Sites Committee 
Chair, Barbara Williams and husband the Reverend Frank Williams donate a 
Samson Memorial Plaque of Welsh slate. It is similar to the plaque installed in 
Henlow by the Pilgrim John Howland Society in memory of the Tillys. Source: 
PHSK newsletter 2007, Vol 2, No 1. 

2007, September:    During the 2007 GSMD’s Historic Sites Tour of 
UK, members visit St. Mary's to officially gift and unveil the plaque. Source: PHSK 
newsletter 2007, Vol 2, No 3. 

2008,  Church member Jackie Painter starts as our Correspondent giving 
articles on Henlow news until she retires on 2016. Source: PHSK Newsletter Vol. 3 
No. 1. 

2009, September:   The 2009 GSMD Tour of UK visited St. Mary’s 
and presented: a) the set “Mayflower Families Through Five Generations—Family 
of Henry Samson”, Volume 20, Parts 1-3, b) $100 for church upkeep, and c) 50 
pencils inscribed with PHSK and the website www.sail1620.org to share with the 
Sunday school class members. Women of the church offered tea, coffee and 
cookies. Then the tour group continued on its way. Source: PHSK newsletter 2009 
Vol 4, No 2. 

2014, September:   At PHSK’s Third Triennial Meeting, Plymouth 
Mass. Sept. 14 the board approved a $500 for St. Mary's Henlow general upkeep. 
Source: PHSK newsletter 2014 Vol 9 No 1.   

2017, September:   The 2017 GSMD Historic Sites Tour went to 
Henlow with six Henry Sampson descendants. PHSK Governor Barbara Williams 
gave a $500 check from the Kindred to the church for general upkeep. While there, 
one of the 43 on the tour gave a $1000 check for a new door planned by the church!. 
Source: . PHSK newsletter 2017 Vol 12, No 2.   [] 

Invitation to Give to  
Church of Saint Mary the Virgin,  

Henlow. 

Our Samson Kindred is very interested in the 
historic old Church at Henlow, England where Henry 
Samson was baptized.  We have a wonderful connection 
with their Vicar who keeps us informed of all the news 
at the Church of Saint Mary the Virgin.  As often as 
possible we include his news and letters in our PHSK 
newsletter . 

The PHSK Board voted to make a gift for church 
maintenance.  We asked the church what was needed. St. 
Mary's replied that they sorely need a new message 
board. The wood is rotting in several places.  St. Mary's 
will place a placard on the new Message Board noting 
PHSK’s contribution. 

If you would like to make a tax-deductible 
donation to that cause, just click on link below.  A gift of 
$16.20 would be nice, and you can give any amount. 
Specifically, your donation between now and December 
31, 2022, will be to the PHSK fund for this purpose. 
PHSK is a 501(c)3 educational and charitable 
organization, making it tax deductible. PHSK, will send 
the funds to the Church of St. Mary the Virgin, Henlow. 

Donors will receive in early January 2023 a PHSK 
donation receipt. And, as a Thank You, a card with local 
artist Andy Massey's drawing of St. Mary's (see page 2).. 
Donations over $100 will receive a packet of 10 cards.  

To donate, please click on the link below. If the 
link fails to work, then copy and paste into your web 
browser address line: 

https://www.pilgrimhenrysamsonkindred.org/
St_Marys/EmailWeb-W.php  

https://www.pilgrimhenrysamsonkindred.org/St_Marys/EmailWeb-W.php
https://www.pilgrimhenrysamsonkindred.org/St_Marys/EmailWeb-W.php


 

Genealogy Trees 
 at  

FamilySearch.org 
by Guy Moellendorf 

The  FamilySearch is a nonprofit 
organization and website offering genealogical records, education, 
and software. It is operated by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints (LDS Church). It is the largest genealogy organization in 
the world. 

FamilySearch maintains a collection of records, resources, and 
services designed to help people learn more about their family 
history Although it requires user account registration, it offers free 
access to its resources and service online at FamilySearch.org. In 
addition, FamilySearch offers personal assistance at more than 5,100 
family history centers in 140 countries, including the Family History 
Library in Salt Lake City, Utah.  The Family Tree section allows 
user-generated content to be contributed to the genealogical 
database. As of February 2021, there are over 1.3 billion individuals 
in the tree and the historical records database contains over 5.7 
billion digital images, including digitized books, digitized microfilm, 
and other digital records. (source: edited from Wikipedia.org) 

FamilySearch.org’s structure was redesigned in 2014. Features 
now include: Persons permanent identification numbers; Family 
Group display; Trees (multiple generations); Timeline; Source 
(source citations with document images), Collaboration (hot links to 
persons working on the same family); Memories (depositing key 
documents). After eight years it has much valuable data deposited. It 
is not perfect as it is a work in progress. Troublesome is when a 
child has the same first name as the parent. Users may add and 
change (hopefully correct) data.  FamilySearch.org is FREE, unlike 
Ancestry.com, American Ancestor.com . 

To use it, one only needs to create an account. Registration 
gives full access, edit, contribute, download. During registration you 
are assigned your personal identification number. There is no 
obligation to provide personal or family member data. You may find 
that many close family members have already been loaded from 
public records of birth, marriage, deaths. 

You are invited to explore its features at 
www.familysearch.org/  

• Login or create an account.  

• On the home page, click on Search, select family tree.  

• Opens a dialogue box to “Find by Name”, or “Find by 
ID.”  Select Find by ID.  Type in a file ID of: 

• Abraham Sampson’s file ID is 9N46-5QV.  

• Click on Abraham Sampson’s name in bold. A Dialogue box 
opens to a menu:  

• Sources (25) — data sources here 

• Collaborate (6) — persons with info to share 

• Memories (11) — maybe info not seen before 

• Tree — Move up (find ancestors) and  
move down (find descendants) his tree 

• Person 
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News from 
 St. Mary's, 

Henlow,  
UK 

 
6 Sept 2022 

Hi Barbara, 

The PHSK may not 
be the largest 
Mayflower society but it certainly has a big 
heart!  Your generosity and interest in St Mary's 
are greatly appreciated by us all. 

Our church is doing quite well after the trials 
of Covid. The zoom services which became a 
necessity have actually encouraged some new 
members, which is wonderful.  We have been 
meeting for services in church now for some time 
which is good.  This Saturday we have our church 
fete and on Sunday we are celebrating our Patronal 
Festival with a special Eucharist in the morning and 
Choral evensong at 6pm. 

If you would like, I can include you in the email 
distribution of our weekly news sheet which would 
give you an ongoing insight to the life of St Mary's 
(still going after 900 years!). 

With our love and prayers, 

James Burgess, PHSK Correspondent    

• Other symbols 

FYI: For Henry Samson, type in file ID#  LCJG-5B8.  

Starting from Abraham of Henry, you may want to follow the 
tree down toward your parents. No requirement to input any info you 
want kept private. If the lineage is not complete, you may want to 
provide additional generations. Be sure to provide source 
documentation. Help others as they have helped you. If questions, 
search on the web using key words, or visit a nearby LDS Family 
History Center during their office hours. 

There are other websites for data. Free is Wikitree.com:  

• For Abraham: https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Sampson-99    

• For Henry: https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Samson-27 

Subscription sites include Ancestry.com, 
AmericanAncestors.com (specializes in New England) and others. 

Happy hunting.     [] 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nonprofit_organization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nonprofit_organization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Website
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genealogical
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Church_of_Jesus_Christ_of_Latter-day_Saints
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Church_of_Jesus_Christ_of_Latter-day_Saints
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Family_History_Center_(LDS_Church)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Family_History_Library
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Family_History_Library
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salt_Lake_City,_Utah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User-generated_content
http://www.familysearch.org/
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Sampson-99
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Samson-27


faith that they were hunted down, fined, imprisoned and even 

hung or burned at the stake! 

 

Many of their churches went “underground”, meeting 

illegally in secret. At Scrooby Manor there was one such group 

led by Pastors John Robinson and Richard Clyfton that finally 

moved on to the Netherlands where they lived for some 12 

years, only to have to move on AGAIN—this time to the New 

World. So, it can be rightly said, without the Reformation our 

Separatist ancestors who boarded the Mayflower to escape 

religious persecution, might never have come to New England! 
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While many are donning costumes and going trick or treating 

today, Germany and many other countries are celebrating 

Reformation Day. On today’s date in 1517, a German priest named 

Martin Luther was hammering his 95 Theses on the castle church 

door in Wittenburg, Germany. These theses contained protests 

against church practices. This key event began a sweeping period in 

Europe of the rediscovery of basic biblical principles that led to 

changes in worship, opened the door to participation by lay people, 

and Bibles being published in the language of the common folk. This 

reform that began 100 years before our Pilgrim ancestors arrived in 

the New World would lead to incredible freedoms in religion and 

speech that last to our own day and are some of the key elements of 

our American liberty. 

 

The Reformation movement would make its way to England 

and its radical ideas preached at Cambridge University would 

eventually lead to the emergence of Puritans as well as Separatists in 

rural areas of that 

country. In East 

Anglia, especially, 

some of our 

ancestors had 

become so 

liberated in their 

practicing their 

 

Happy Halloween! Or should I say Happy Reformation Day? 
By Beth Lambright  

That’s right—NO Reformation means NO 

Separatists, NO Persecution, NO escape to the 

New World—and NO US! We can largely trace the 

history of our own families by studying the 

affect of the Reformation on our ancestors in 

England. So perhaps on this Reformation Day 

we might want to reflect on this history— this 

revolutionary driving force that led English men, 

women and children to the New World—OUR 

English ancestors. 

 

Source: Oregon Newsblast, Oct. 31, 2022. 

Beth Lambright is the Oregon Mayflower Society 

Governor, on PHSK’s Newsletter Committee, and 

recently returned from touring England and 

Dutch Mayflower sites. 
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