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Dear Henry Samson and  
Abraham Sampson cousins, 

This is the month to count our 
blessings and be thankful. It is also a 
time of remembrance. 

During the Board of Assistants 
Meeting in Plymouth, the Samson 
luncheon, visit to site of Henry 
Samson's home and lands plus the 
fellowship of our Samson cousins were 
all such a blessing! 

An extra bonus was maintaining 
the Samson table in the lobby. Many 
PHSK members came to sign the guest book. Several inquiries 
were recorded. One of our Samson descendants, Robert Meier, 
descends from eighteen Pilgrims!! 

It was a blessing to dress as a Pilgrim and walk to witness the 
laying of the wreath in memory of those who perished the first 
winter. 

We all are given the knowledge that these folk belong to us! 
We need to be thankful for the Historians that have found and 

kept the records. 
As you gather for Thanksgiving dinner, take a moment to 

reflect on your blessings and give thanks. 
Wishing you all good health, safety, and peace. 
Your Governor and cousin,  

Barb Williams 
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Harvest  
Thanksgiving in  

America. 
 
 

1909 Postcard 

http://pilgrimhenrysamsonkindred.org/


Welcome  
New Members 

156 Diane L. Horne, Mississippi, of  Henry 
157 Patricia E. Karakashian, Massachusetts, of Henry 
158 Bradford M. Smith, Berkley CA, of Henry  
159 Rebecca S. vonWormer, Gross Point Farms, MI, of Henry 
 

No deceased members  
to report.. 
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Board Activities  
Since Last Newsletter 

 
July 9, 2021 

• Triennial Meeting prep. Proposed invitees:  two Howland 
members as kindred spirits from Henlow, England; Lamont 
Healey as discoverer of the Henry Samson boundaries; and 
Mark Jacobson as our Samson tour guide. 
 

August20, 2021, meeting on Zoom, 15 attendees. 

• Webmaster Charles Willard replaced content on the 
Genealogy Tab of the PHSK website. Web pages replaced 
were:  
#1 Samson-Sampson Ancestry (now a chart);  
#4 Abraham Sampson Surnames (shows GSMD reference 
book for each of Abraham’s seven children)  
#5 Abraham Sampson Genealogy File Preface (reworded) 
#7 Searching the Abraham Sampson Genealogy File (How to 
search, obtain source citations, and become a PHSK member.  
#8 The Samson DNA Project (New!  Please see this page for 
info on a new project of PHSK)     

• Webmaster Charles Willard updated the PHSK Facebook 
page. 
 

September 8, 2021, Fifth Triennial Meeting, Plymouth 

• Meeting minutes reported separately 

• Approved next newsletter to be sent before Thanksgiving. 
Reviewed events at Triennial Meeting. 
 

October 22, 2021, Zoom meeting. 

• Approved $550 donation to the GSMD Meeting House 
interior refurbishing project. 

• Next board meeting: 1pm Pacific, 4pm Eastern time, Nov. 17. 
Zoom. Agenda: social, pilgrim attire, beverage. Members 
welcome, contact the Governor for an invite link.  No 
December meeting.  

• Webmaster Charles Willard and Membership Committee 
developed an email distribution list for sending the newsletter 
and dues renewal form with a process flow diagram. 

• The Kindred have 84 active members.    [] 

Pilgrim Henry Samson Kindred 
Fifth Triennial Meeting September 8, 2021 

Hotel 1620, Plymouth MA 
 

We dedicated this luncheon to Lamont R. (Monty) Healy of 
Duxbury, who died on July 30 of this year. He began his lifelong 
career as a land surveyor. Upon retirement, Monty combined his 
surveying and deed researching skills with his love of American His-
tory. You’ll find his essay, “Duxbury’s Early Land and Leaders”, in 
“Duxbury, our Pilgrim Story”, a book co-published by the Duxbury 
Rural and Historical Society and Duxbury 2020, an organization 
established to celebrate the 400th anniversary of the Pilgrims landing 
in Plymouth. 

Members Attending:  Barbara Williams, (Governor);  Susan 
Abanor, (DNA project); Susan’s Husband Harold Woolley; Margaret 
Bobertz, (First Genealogist); Deborah Brownell, (Chaplain); Judi 
Cutts, (member); Barbara Dillon, (Education); Donald Kennedy, 
(Designated driver); Beth Lambright, (Education); Christine Tissot, 
(member); Desiree Mobed, (Director of Alden House); Grace Healy, 
(wife of the late Lamont Healy); Jayne Talmage O’Farrell, (Executive 
Editor and President, Duxbury 2020, Inc); Lois Nelson, (Vice Presi-
dent of Howland Society); Peter Arenstam, (Executive Director of 
Howland Society); Barbara Knisell, (Secretary) 

Following our luncheon at Hotel 1620, we drove to nearby 
Duxbury to see the area of the Samson Homesite, which is under the 
Coleman’s garage. Mark Jacobson, our host from Duxbury, guided us 
in and around and through the woods over to the “Old Pilgrim Path” 
that went with the property. 

Next on our agenda was a tour of the Alden House Historic Site, 
fairly nearby. Barbara Williams, Susan Abanor, Judi Cutts, and Bar-
bara Knisell met Desiree Mobed (Director of the Alden House). We 
first sat and watched a very informative video about the house. Then 
we explored the main floor and up those narrow stairs to the second 
floor with Desiree leading us all the way. 

We all had a very enjoyable day! 

Barbara Knisell Secretary   [] 

The Pilgrim’s Path to Church 

The Pilgrims in outlying areas would follow established paths 
 to the church at Plymouth’s fort. The path in Duxbury crossed 

 Henry Samson’s land in front of his home. This path was 
noted during the September 2021 tour. 
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Top row, l-r:  Beth Lambright, Harold Woolley, Peter Arenstam.   Middle row:  Grace Healy, Jayne Talmage O’Farrell, Marty Bobertz, Lois Nelson, Donald 
Kennedy.  Front row:  PHSK Governor Barbara Williams, Barbara Knisell, Judy Cutts, Barbara Dillon, Deborah Brownell, Susan Abanor, Desiree Mobed. 

Ray Raser and Susan Abanor Back, Beth Lambright and front Barbara Dillon 

Barbara Knisell  
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Barbara Williams and Barbara-Lee Kelly, PHSK 
members and Governor of the Massachusetts  

Society of Mayflower Descendants. 

L-r: Susan Abanor, Barbara Knisell, Judi Cutts, and 
Barbara Williams during the Alden House Historic Site tour. 

Ray Raser at GBOA meeting. Barbara Knisell, Beth Lambright, Barbara Williams at  
the Mayflower Society House for the Pilgrim’s Progress. 
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Susan Abanor and husband Harold Woolley in 
front of the Mayflower Meeting House, Plymouth, MA. 

Barbara Williams at PHSK table at GSMD’s Board of Assistance Meeting. Displayed are 
the April 2019 Certificate from the Massachusetts House of Representatives in recognition of 

“Your receipt of the Duxbury 2020 Historic Archaeology Award (also on table) for your generous 
gift in support of archaeological activities in the attempt to locate the lost Pilgrim Henry Samson 

home site.” 

Mark Jacobson, of Duxbury 2020, led the Samson Homesite 
tour.  His research located the probable site of Henry Samson’s 

home to be underneath the garage of an existing home. 
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WALKING THE LAND 
By Beth Lambright.  

Inspired by walking the  
Henry Samson home site on 

the PHSK tour September 9, 2021. 

 
There is something very profound about the geography that 

we grew up in. Somehow it winds its imprint into our hearts and 
becomes inseparable from the word “home.” Whether you grew up 
in the lush woods of New England or the canyons of the Southwest, 
your earliest geography became “the familiar” for you, and every-
thing after it would not have quite the same affect on your heart—
new places would always be compared to “home”. 

How important is LAND? In almost every culture the land 
where a people group lives becomes integral to that culture. Even if 
land laws concerning ownership differ across cultures, the land 
itself becomes a deep marker in the people who live there. In the 
Old Testament Bible speaks of a God who will give his people “a 
land” that will belong to them, because LAND is that important to 
us. God even tells them to walk the land, and wherever their foot-
prints fall it will be theirs. 

In September I went back to the land where I grew up—New 
England—for the GBOA Meeting of GSMD. Although I have not 
lived there for almost 40 years there is a sweet familiarity about 
“going home” when I visit. The saltbox houses, the grey shingles, 
the old rock walls, and lush green deciduous trees call me back to 
“the familiar” of my childhood home. This year in particular was 
very special because I was able to “walk the land” where my ances-
tor Henry Samson built his homestead in Duxbury, MA. 

Henry Samson was only a teenager when he came to the New 
World with his Uncle and Aunt, Edward and Ann Tilley. We can 
only imagine what he went through at that impressionable age of 
moving from childhood to adulthood when his Aunt and Uncle died 
the first winter. It is believed that Elder William Brewster and his 
wife Mary took him into their home and raised him. In 1627 in the 
Plymouth Second division Henry was granted this approximately 
100 acre lot. Monty Healy records that it would have taken several 
years for that lot to be “set off” (surveyed). In 1635/6 Henry mar-
ried Ann Plummer and they went on to have nine children. Henry 
was active in his community serving on grand juries serving as an 
arbiter and a surveyor. He went on to become a constable of 
Duxbury and also a tax collector. This may have been one of the 
reasons that he was granted even more land at the west end of his 
original grant as well as land on the west side of the Namaskett 
River and 50 acres of meadow land on the North River. 

But back to the homestead site. We met Mark Jacobson on a 
private property that now has a beautiful home built on a rise of land 
on an acreage that had ponds with fountains in them, back in the 
Duxbury woods. The owner had given permission for us, Henry 
Samson’s descendants, to “walk the land” as Henry’s homesite had 
been pinned down by the research of Monty Healy, a Duxbury histo-
rian and land surveyor by trade. Apparently the homestead would 
have been under the large garage of this current day home.  

The lot now borders the Duxbury Yacht Club and from the 
highest rise in this forested area you can see Duxbury bay through 
the trees. Mark pointed out that there would have been a well worn 
path in those woods that Samson family members would take to the 
church in Duxbury or down to the water of the bay to travel by boat 

(Continued on page 7) 

Henry Samson homesite in summer. Photo by Craig Charier, per  the  
Plymouth Archaeological Rediscovery Project report, December 2018 

in PHSK archive. 
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or fish. Also nearby was the Bluefish River where Henry and his 
children would get drinking water.  

The Samsons probably would have had less trees and more 
clearing on this lot than the beautiful forest of trees we walked in 
now, but you could still sense the familiarity that Henry, his wife, 
and especially his children would have had with their land. A home. 
Probably a garden. A path to walk to neighbor Peter Browne’s home 
(also a Mayflower passenger) or to church to worship. The Samson 
life all wrapped up in this piece of land. 

As I walked the land of my ancestor I tried to imagine his fami-
ly’s life there. Clearing the land, gardening, fishing, trading, walking 
to neighbors the Brownes or Henry Howland’s family site (Henry 
was the brother of Mayflower passenger John Howland). Children 
were born at this site and probably sat around the fireplace at night in 
the Homestead and listened to Henry and Ann tell their stories about 
growing up in England and their families making the fierce decision 
to come to a new land, a land with strange indigenous people in it, to 
make a new life. And their children would come to be imprinted with 
THIS land, this plot of granted land and raise their families here. 
While Henry and his family are no longer alive I tried hard to get in 
touch with their lifestyle and hearts through the very tangible ground 
I was walking. THEIR LAND with my eyes seeing their views of 
trees and woods and water. I bent down and picked up a pinecone 
from a tree in those woods. It would soon be gone with the seasons’ 
change but it was another tangible— something real from Henry’s 
land. It is sitting next to me as I write this. 

Walking the land of the Henry Samson homestead is one of the 
most meaningful things I have ever done. We all know that we are so 
much more than just NOW. We have come from many generations 
of former family members who made choices that affect who we are 
today and WHERE we would live. Thanks to the Pilgrim Henry 
Samson Kindred I was able to experience and get a glimpse of my 
ancestor Henry Samson. 

Beth Lambright is on the PHSK Education Committee and is 
the Oregon Mayflower Society Governor.    [] 

(Continued from page 6) 

 

Letter From Henlow  
November 2021 

 
NOVEMBER – the month of remembrance.  As I look out of 

the window there are still some brave roses flowering in the garden.  
They have survived the wind and the first frosts of winter yet they 
are a reminder of the summer days now gone.   

As we face the prospect of cold weather and short hours of 
daylight it is comforting to look back on the warmer, brighter days 
and recall the happy times of spring and summer, and the recovery of 
some of those events and pastimes held in abeyance during the 
height of the Pandemic.  At St Mary’s, a series of Sunday afternoon 
Cream Teas has been popular and something of a fund-raiser too.  
I’m not sure if the classic English Cream Tea exists in the U.S.A. but 
it is a real summer treat here.   

Quite simply, at about 3 or 4 o’clock in the afternoon, a cup of 
tea is served with freshly baked scones, clotted cream and jam.  
Here, of course, we reach a lan-
guage difficulty!  ‘Scones’ are 
something like American 
‘biscuits’ but with the addition of 
eggs in the recipe, and sometimes 
raisins or sultanas.  ‘Biscuits’ in 
the U.K. are ‘cookies’ in the U.S.  
Clotted cream is a speciality of 
Devon and Cornwall and has the 
consistency of soft butter. I be-
lieve our ‘jam’ is your ‘jelly’ (and 
‘jelly’ to us is ‘Jello’ to you).  
Whether the jam or the cream 
comes first is a matter of light-
hearted dispute between Devon 
and Cornwall! 

Coming first in November 
is the feast of All Souls, when we 
remember all the Saints down the ages.  This is followed by All 
Souls’ Day during which we remember the more recently departed.  
At St Mary’s, a time was set aside when people could come into the 
quiet church to think of those they have lost and loved and light a 
candle.  As I sat in that tranquil and ancient building, I began to 
think not only of recent bereavements but also of the people that 
were once part of the congregation that I have known for over sixty 
years.   

The older people of my childhood days were born in Queen 
Victoria's reign, and they may well remember those born in the reign 
of William IV and so on back in time.  All who have worshipped 
within the same walls that form our spiritual home today.  And so 
the chain of remembrance extends back to the time of our own Hen-
ry Samson and the day of his Baptism.  Perhaps his Grandparents, 
Edmund and Mary Cooper (my own ancestors) were present on the 
occasion just as we were present at our Grandson’s Baptism a few 
years ago. 

Of course, St Mary’s church was already 400 years old when 
Henry was baptised yet each generation would have remembered the 
previous one – a chain of remembrance which would take us back to 
those who first brought the Christian faith to our village; back fur-
ther to those who sent them across the sea to England.  Still further 
and we encounter the Apostles as they travelled far and wide spread-
ing the Good News, and to those who remembered a young itinerant 
preacher from Nazareth who was put to death by the Roman occupi-
ers, until we are led to Him whom we still remember each Sunday 
and throughout the year – Jesus Christ. 

With every blessing to you from Henlow, your friend and 
(distant) cousin, 

James Burgess, PHSK’s Correspondent at Henlow, UK 

Beth Lambright photo. Pine cone from the Henry Sampson site placed on 
Pilgrim Henry Samson text. Text page 97, Duxbury’s Pilgrims and their 
Land and the People and Events that Follower them, by Lamont R. 
“Monty” Healy, Sept. 2016, rev. 2/20/2020. Book available at the shop at 
the Alden House Historic Site:  www.alden.org    [] 

https://shop-alden.square.site/


21 Suggestions for  
Thanksgiving in 2021 
The 400th Anniversary of the First Harvest Feast 

by Peggy Marsh, GSMD Juniors Chair and Texas Society 

 

1. Write a letter of gratitude for each family member and mail them to arrive 

 before Thanksgiving. 

2. Mail a Thanksgiving care package to someone who cannot travel for the holiday. 

3. On Thanksgiving Day, write something to be grateful for in a notebook and  

continue entering something each day until next Thanksgiving. 

4. Plant a tree or shrub and name it after a Pilgrim or Wampanoag. 

5. Donate money or packaged goods to a food bank for the less fortunate. 

6. Invite friends or neighbors to watch a DVD video of the Pilgrim story for a better understanding of the Pilgrim story. 

Videos are available at Amazon.com. 

American Experience: The Pilgrims - 120 minutes 

Saints & Strangers - 192 minutes 

Monumental: In Search of America's National Treasure - 85 minutes 

A Charlie Brown Thanksgiving - 25 minutes 

7. Decorate a candle to use on your tables. Visit this recommended website for instructions: 

https://fabulesslyfrugal.com/diy/candle-transfer-wax-paper/  

8. Write a multiple choice or fill in the blanks Pilgrim trivia game using facts from the first feast for your family to play at 

Thanksgiving. 

9. Purchase a tablecloth and Sharpies for guests to write thoughts of gratitude, then use on future Thanksgiving tables. 

Protect the table with paper under the tablecloth. 

10. Leave a basket of fall treats at the doorstep of a neighbor with a description of the first feast by Winslow. 

See https://pilgrimhall.org/thanksgiving.htm then select “What happened in 1621?”  

11. Make at least one seventeenth century recipe to serve at your 2021 feast. 

12. Arrange pumpkins in your yard to form 400 to generate neighborhood conversation about the first feast. 

13. Visit the GSMD website, Shop link, for several Thanksgiving-themed items to give as gifts or keep for your family. 

14. Serve foods from the Three Sisters method of gardening: corn, beans and pumpkin or squash. Make it easy and serve 

succotash with all three vegetables. 

15. Play the children’s game, tic tac toe. Did you know that the game came to America by the children of the Pilgrims? 

The game was called Naughts and Crosses and children used twigs for the letter X (crosses) and stones or leaves for 

the letter O (naughts). 

16. Record a video or voice recording of family members sharing something about themselves. 

17. Read Edward Winslow’s letter describing the first feast. The reader is exempt from doing the dishes. 

18. Print Winslow’s letter, roll into a scroll and tie with jute for each person’s place at the table. 

19. Have family and guests bring clean, used blankets, scarves, mittens, and hats for a homeless shelter. 

20. Purchase a signed print of Karen Rinaldo’s painting, The First Thanksgiving-1621. Prices range from $20 - $30. The 

items are available at GSMD website/Shop link. 

21. At your Thanksgiving feast, have each guest write 

something he or she is thankful for, fold it and place in a 

container. During the meal, each person selects a piece of 

paper, reads it, and guesses who wrote it.   

 

Provided by Beth Lambert, Education Committee     [] 
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https://fabulesslyfrugal.com/diy/candle-transfer-wax-paper/
https://pilgrimhall.org/thanksgiving.htm


 

Our Ancestors 
that Were There 

by Guy Moellendorf 

The event now commemorated in the United 
States at the end of November each year is more 
properly termed a "harvest festival". The origi-
nal festival was probably held in early October 
1621 and was celebrated by the 53 surviving 
Pilgrims, along with Massasoit and 90 of his 
men. Three contemporary accounts of the event 
survive: Of Plymouth Plantation by William 
Bradford; Mourt's Relation probably written by 
Edward Winslow; and New England's Memori-
al penned by Plymouth Colony Secretary – and 
Bradford's nephew – Capt. Nathaniel Mor-
ton. The celebration lasted three days and fea-
tured a feast that included numerous types of 
waterfowl, wild turkeys and fish procured by the 
colonists, and five deer brought by the Native 
Americans.  

Perhaps print the page and highlight the 
names of your ancestors that were there. Give 
copies to your family at Thanksgiving. 

4 MARRIED WOMEN: Eleanor Billington, 
Mary Brewster, Elizabeth Hopkins, Susanna 
White Winslow.  

5 ADOLESCENT GIRLS: Mary Chilton (age 
14), Constance Hopkins (13 or 14), Priscilla 
Mullins (19), Elizabeth Tilley (14 or15) and 
Dorothy, the Carver’s unnamed maidser-
vant, perhaps 18 or 19. 

9 ADOLESCENT BOYS: Francis & John Bil-
lington, John Cooke, John Crackston, Sam-
uel Fuller (2d), Giles Hopkins, William 
Latham, Joseph Rogers, Henry Samson. 

13 YOUNG CHILDREN: Bartholomew, Mary 
& Remember Allerton, Love & Wrestling 
Brewster, Humility Cooper, Samuel Eaton, 
Damaris & baby Oceanus Hopkins (born 
during the voyage, died by age 5), Desire 
Minter, Richard More, Resolved & baby 
Peregrine White. 

22 MEN: John Alden, Isaac Allerton, John Bil-
lington, William Bradford, William Brew-
ster, Peter Brown, Francis Cooke, Edward 
Doty, Francis Eaton, [first name unknown] 
Ely, Samuel Fuller, Richard Gardiner, John 
Goodman, Stephen Hopkins, John How-
land, Edward Lester, George Soule, Myles 
Standish, William Trevor, Richard Warren, 
Edward Winslow, Gilbert Winslow.  These 
men, and those that died the winter of 1621, 
were signers of the Mayflower Compact of 
1620. 

Source:   
https://pilgrimhall.org/thanksgiving.htm     [] 
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The First Thanksgiving at Plymouth (1621)  
by Jennie Brownscombe, 1914 

 
In the painting, is William Bradford’s chair that’s on display at the Pilgrim Hall Museum. Captain 

Myles Standish is depicted with his military gear. Susanna White is with son Resolve and  
rocking baby Peregrine.  William Brewster is standing and giving thanks.  Natives are present. 

About the First Thanksgiving, 1621 

Edward Winslow, Mourt's Relation:  

In modern spelling :  "our harvest being gotten in, our governor sent four men on 
fowling, that so we might after a special manner rejoice together, after we had gathered 
the fruits of our labors; they four in one day killed as much fowl, as with a little help 
beside, served the Company almost a week, at which time amongst other Recreations, 
we exercised our Arms, many of the Indians coming amongst us, and amongst the rest 
their greatest king Massasoit, with some ninety men, whom for three days we enter-
tained and feasted, and they went out and killed five Deer, which they brought to the 
Plantation and bestowed on our Governor, and upon the Captain and others. And alt-
hough it be not always so plentiful, as it was at this time with us, yet by the goodness of 
God, we are so far from want, that we often wish you partakers of our plenty."  

William Bradford, Of Plimoth Plantation:  

In modern spelling :  "They began now to gather in the small harvest they had, 
and to fit up their houses and dwellings against winter, being all well recovered in 
health and strength and had all things in good plenty. For as some were thus employed 
in affairs abroad, others were exercised in fishing, about cod and bass and other fish, of 
which they took good store, of which every family had their portion. All the summer 
there was no want; and now began to come in store of fowl, as winter approached, of 
which this place did abound when they came first (but afterward decreased by degrees). 
And besides waterfowl there was great store of wild turkeys, of which they took many, 
besides venison, etc. Besides, they had about a peck of meal a week to a person, or now 
since harvest, Indian corn to that proportion. Which made many afterwards write so 
largely of their plenty here to their friends in England, which were not feigned but true 
reports." NOTE: The Mayflower arrived in Plymouth in December of 1620. No further 
ships arrived in Plymouth until immediately after that "First Thanksgiving" - the For-
tune arrived in November of 1621. One of the passengers on the Fortune, William Hil-
ton, wrote a letter home that November. Although he was not present at that "First 
Thanksgiving," he does mention turkeys. 

 Source:   https://pilgrimhall.org/pdf/TG_What_Happened_in_1621.pdf     [] 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harvest_festival
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Of_Plymouth_Plantation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mourt%27s_Relation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nathaniel_Morton
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nathaniel_Morton
https://pilgrimhall.org/thanksgiving.htm
https://pilgrimhall.org/pdf/TG_What_Happened_in_1621.pdf


Susan Abanor is a Charter Member of this Kindred, as well as a founding 
member of the Stephen Hopkins and Peter Brown family societies. She 
has eleven different Mayflower families and two different lines to Henry 
Samson. She is a FTDNA Administrator for the Mayflower Society, the 

PHSK, and is a member of the GSMD’s Mayflower DNA Committee. She 
resides with her husband Harold Woolley in New York City, New York. 
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Samson/Sampson DNA Study  
Shows Henry and Abraham  

Descendants Have  
Different Y-DNA  

By Susan Abanor, FTDNA Administrator 
 
The Pilgrim Henry Samson Kindred, PHSK, has done 

“BigY700 Y-DNA” testing at Family Tree DNA (FTDNA) on 
four men named Samson/Sampson.   

The BigY700 Y test is the most complete test for the Y 
DNA available to the general public at Family Tree DNA.  It 
tests the most markers and can show where different lines 
branch off from each other via Single Nucleotide 
Polymorphisms (SNP) mutations. 

Men inherit a Y chromosome from their father and an X 
chromosome from their mother.  Women inherit an X 
chromosome from both their father and their mother so do not 
have a Y-chromosome.  In our patrilineal naming system 
children inherit their father’s surname but only boys pass it on 
to their children.  Because the Y-DNA is only passed on to sons 
the Y-DNA follow the all-male lineage going from father to son 
and follows the surname. 

The four men mentioned above that were tested using the 
BigY700 test have proven lineages.  Two are descendants of 
Henry Samson, the Mayflower passenger, and two are 
descended from Abraham Sampson, Henry’s first cousin.  It is 
important to note that each of Henry’s descendants come 
through his two different sons, Caleb and Stephen.  The same 
applies to Abraham.  The descendants come through his two 
different sons, Abraham and George.  The reason for using two 
different sons was to see if there was a SNP mutation difference 
between Henry and his cousin, Abraham. 

When all the results were in, it showed that Henry and his 
first cousin, Abraham, are closely related.  They share ancestors 
on a Genetic Pedigree of variants or mutations. 

Abraham I-M223 

P222>CTS616>CTS10057>Z161>CTS4348>L801>Z178
>Z165>CTS1977>Y4946>Y8935>Y12052>FTB708>I-
FTB635 

Henry I-M223 

P222>CTS616>CTS10057>Z161>CTS4348>L801>Z178
>Z165>CTS1977>Y4946>Y8935>Y12052>FTB708>I-
FTB4532 

Their common ancestor is SNP I-FTB708.  However, 
Abraham Sampson descendants are positive for SNP I-FTB635 
and the Henry Samson males are negative for SNP I-FTB635. 

The two Henry Samson male descendants both have a 
variant SNP I-FTB4532 which the Abraham descendants test 
negative for. 

Both groups are positive for the upstream SNP I-FTB708.  
After that they branch off from each other. 

These results show a discernable difference in the cousins’ 
test.  Two variants happened with either Henry and Abraham or 
with their respective fathers.  These variants allow any male 
being tested to know which branch they belong to. 

Many thanks to Mike Terry, FTDNA administrator. 
Pilgrim Henry Samson Kindred – Y-DNA Colorized Chart 
https://www.familytreedna.com/public/
PilgrimHenrySamsonKindred?iframe=ycolorized    [] 

Chart of John Sampson showing his descendants Henry and Abraham . 
The Samson/Sampson Y-DNA Study shows that a Y-mutation occurred  
in both: Henry Samson or his father James, FTB4532. Also, in Abraham 
Sampson or his father Laurence, FTB635.  The Y variants allow any male 

being tested to know which branch they belong to.  

Our Thanks! 
We thank the four Sam(p)son men who volunteered their DNA, the 

PHSK Society for funding the study at no expense to two non-PHSK 
volunteers ($1,426), while members Scott and Charles paid for their 

own DNA tests. Our thanks especially to Susan Abanor who 
designed the study, worked tirelessly to find suitable willing male 

volunteers, and to shepherd the project to completion.   
Very well done! 

https://www.familytreedna.com/public/PilgrimHenrySamsonKindred?iframe=ycolorized
https://www.familytreedna.com/public/PilgrimHenrySamsonKindred?iframe=ycolorized
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