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Dear Henry Samson and
Abraham Sampson cousins,

Greetings to each of you with the
wish that you are safe and well during this
pandemic. I can't adequately express to
the membership how great The Pilgrim
Henry Samson Kindred Board is
representing you! The last Zoom meeting
went overtime expressing enthusiasm for the YDNA project headed by
Susan Abanor.

As most of you know, I drive across our wonderful country each
year between Washington state and South Carolina. This year, due to
storms, my route was more southerly, I-10 to I-5. Thinking of going
that way, I thought, why not have visits with some members of our
Board? So, Linda Longley and husband, Gus, Charles Willard, Beth
Lambright, and Guy and Natalie Moellendorf were able to meet with
me! It was nice seeing them face to face in person rather than Zoom.

I want to give special thanks to Joe Wood for finding the final
file, left by his father, Stacy Wood, on Abraham Sampson. Now, we
have added an Abraham Sampson genealogy editor, Suzan Wilson-
Rudnicki.

A special event, to be held in Plymouth on 8 September, is the
luncheon followed by a visit to the homesite of Henry Samson.
Because it is on private property, we need a special invitation. Please
contact our Secretary, Barbara Knisell, if you plan to attend.
Remember that this is a General Board of Assistants Meeting, so many
of you will not be attending. But for those of you living close to
Plymouth, it will be a marvelous opportunity to visit his homesite and
to see the old Pilgrim Path that went by the property. Mark Jacobson
will be our host. We will meet at 10:30 to 11:30 for visiting, then have
lunch at Hotel 1620 followed by traveling to Duxbury.

Deborah Brownell is our new liaison with the Pilgrim John
Howland Society. Howland, Tilley, and Samson have roots to Henlow,
England.

Our former Governor, Joan Miller, will be celebrating her 90th
birthday! Congratulations, Joan!! Ihad my 80th May 19th. Many of
your Board members are in the 80’s Club!!

Our Treasurer, Scott Samson, will have back surgery 19 July.
Please remember him in your thoughts and prayers.

Wishing you all happy days ahead during spring and summer,

I remain,

Your Governor and cousin, Barb Williams
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Mark Your Calendar

2021

June 10 Birthday Card
mailed to Joan Miller (see page 4)

June 19, Canton MA
Paul Revere Museum Open (see page 5)

Sept. 8, at Plymouth Mass. Friday,
PHSK Luncheon. 10:30am—1:00pm
(Triennial luncheon moved 2020 to 2021)
Hotel 1620 Plymouth Harbor
Excursion to Samson Homesite and
Alden House to follow .

Sept. 8-11, at Plymouth Mass.
General Society of Mayflower Descendant’s
GBOA (General Board of Assistants) Meeting
See Agenda in the Members Only section
https://www.themayflowersociety.org/

Note:  This newsletter contains hotlinks. To send an email
or open a website, hover mouse over and left click on link address. Oth-
erwise, copy address and paste into
your email “To” box or web browser address line.
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Our Triennial Luncheon
Hotel 1620 Plymouth Harbor.
Wednesday, September 8, 2021
10:30-2:30.

Our Triennial Luncheon will be at the same place, the former
Radisson Hotel, renamed the Hotel 1620 Plymouth Harbor.

There will be a Build-Your-Own-Salad-Bar:

Chicken Noodle Soup
Salad Greens

Caesar Salad

Sliced Grilled Chicken
Fresh Sliced Vegetables
Julienne Cheeses

Dry Tuna Fish

Hard Boiled Eggs
Cottage Cheese
Assorted Salad Dressing
Breadsticks and Butter
e  Freshly Baked Cookies
e  Freshly Brewed Coffee and Assorted Teas

We need thirty-five people to come at a cost of $20 each.
There will be several guests.

Agenda will be fellowship and lunch, In place of a speaker,
we trip to nearby Duxbury to see the area of the Samson homesite,
which is under the garage of the Coleman's. They are very
enthusiastic about our visit. We can carpool. Next, a tour of the
Alden House Historical site, also in Duxbury.
http://www.alden.org/

Samson Homesite background info: For a location map, see
page 7 of the Summer 2020 Vol 14 No. 2 PHSK Newsletter. For
excavation details, see Winter 2019 Vol 13 No 1, PHSK
Newsletter available on our PHSK website.

Please make reservations as soon as possible with our
Secretary, Barbara Knisell,.
Email: Secretary@phsk1620.org

Number coming for lunch

Names

Please send your check to:
Barbara Knisell
Secretary Pilgrim Henry Samson Kindred
PO Box 225 E. Orleans, MA 02643-0225

Barbara will keep a running total and forward all checks to
our Treasurer.

Welcome
New Members

150, Rev. Warren B. Soule, Maggie Valley, NC, of Abraham
151, Robert W. Trezise, Amesbury, MA, of Henry

152, Kathleen McGonigle, Lakeview, MA, of Henry

153, Karen L. Pogoloff, Newport News, VA, of Henry,

154, Theodore M. Haines, East Bridgewater, MA,

of Henry and Abraham

155, Charlene W. Tavarozzi, Plymouth, MI, of Henry

No deceased members to report..

Board
Activities
Since Last Newsletters

We are now having Board meetings on Zoom. A Zoom
meeting enables PHSK to conduct business with attendance of a
quorum of ten (10) members. Members are welcome to attend our
Zoom board meetings. Email the PHSK Governor to be added to
the attendees list. Following are the Board meeting dates since the
last newsletter, and the motions moved, seconded and passed
(MSP).

September 4, 2020, Board Meeting:

e Approved a gift of $750 to St. Mary the Virgin Church, UK,
for maintenance. Henry Sampson was baptized there.

September 11, 2020 Triennial Meeting

e  Governor’s Triennial Report was published in the prior
newsletter and approved.

e  Officer for the next three years were elected. See last page for
list of Officers and Appointees.

e Audit Committee completed the audit of 2017-2020 and
reported financial records to be in order.

e All 21 Board Positions, elected and appointed, are filled.

October 2, 2020. Board.
e Adopted Goal to upgrade the PHSK Website by May 2021

Nov. 13, 2020. Board.

e  Proposal made to update the Abraham Sampson Legacy
Database

e  The Pennsylvania Mayflower Society published its Fall 2020
newsletter with an article on PHSK by Guy Moellendorf.

January 8, 2021

e  Proposed we make more information available on Abraham
Sampson

Feb 12, 2021

e  Proposed wording to add to our Bylaws Article 9, Section 1 to
allow Zoom voting with quorum met, equivalent to at a

(Continued on page 3)
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(Continued from page 2)

Triennial meeting. To be put up to a membership vote at
future meeting.

e Deborah Brownell, a member of both the PHSK and Howland
Societies, volunteered to be our Liaison to share any relevant
news to both societies. John Howland’s wife, Elizabeth Tilly,
is a cousin of Henry Samson, both were from Henlow, UK.

April 23,2021
e Approved a study of the Y700-DNA of six males, three
descended from Henry Samson and three from Abraham
Sampson, to see consistencies and differences. Susan Abanor
is project focal.

e QOur application for IRS Non-Profit status is nearly final.

e Webmasters Charles Willard and Joe Wood are refreshing the
look of the PHSK website.

e Webmaster Charles Willard and treasurer Scott Samson are
adding a feature to enable credit card or PayPal payments on
the PHSK website. []

The Quest
for the Missing
Abraham Sampson
Legacy Genealogy file

by Guy Moellendorf

I joined PHSK in 2008 with Henry Samson as my ancestor.
Membership #82. In 2011 I volunteered to be PHSK Archivist, a
position with no defined duties. In 2017, I volunteered as assistant
newsletter editor and became PHSK third newsletter editor in 2019.

Being a Henry descendant, I did not pay any attention to
Abraham.

As newsletter editor, I had catalogued all past PHSK newsletter
articles. I noticed the last update to the Abraham Sampson PDF file
on the web was Spring 2012 (see page 12, Spring 2012 PHSK
newsletter Vol7, Nol, on our website). This was the year that the
Editor, Stacy Wood, had died. Each of the next issues, asked for a
volunteer to take over the Legacy Genealogy File that generates
PDF. We had no volunteer until 2017, when member Suzan
Rudnicki offered.

In January 2021, I discovered the standard offer to update the
PDF had last appeared in 2017, and been since forgotten with no
questions asked — by anyone.

As Archivist, I was curious. Why hadn’t the PDF file been
updated? Who was doing the updates? I called Suzan Rudnicki who
advised she had never received the file. Next, I called Stacy’s son,
and our founding webmaster, Joseph Wood. Joseph had no idea after
9 years of Stacy’s passing if he had a copy of the file. He
remembered giving a disk to GSMD Historian Paul Bumpus in the
parking lot of the GSMD library. Paul, also a PHSK member, did not
recall where the disk went. Also, that a paper copy of the PDF in
several binders had been delivered by Scott Samson to the GSMD
library. A PHSK member residing near Plymouth, contacted the
GSMD library and was advised the Abraham Sampson binders were
there, but no CD was found. Yikes!

A lot can happen in 9 years, with moving, downsizing, raising a
family and house cleaning getting rid or old files not touched for
years. The need to enter from the 1348 pages PDF of genealogy data
was frightening. Fortunately, I got an email from Joseph Wood that

THE SAMSON KINDRED SPIRIT

Spring 2021

after deep searching, he had found the suspected last Legacy
Genealogy file from Stacy.

Fortunately, I am a Legacy Family Tree software user, same
as used by Stacy Wood, and was able to quickly examine the file
contents and generate reports to verify it matches the missing data
file. I then contacted our long-ago volunteer, Suzan Rudnicki, who
advised she is still interested. Hired!

So, after a lapse of nine years, the Kindred can again offer to
add data to the Abraham Sampson Genealogy file, generate updates
to the PDF file to post to our PHSK website, and upon request,
offer detailed lineage reports with source citations to our members
and to fee-paying persons. []

A BIG

4

A lot can happen when one’s parent passes and you have to
take care of closing down their estate. You have to decide what to
keep and what to discard as you are presented with boxes and
boxes that contain volumes of genealogical records. You know it
is someone's life's work which is in abundance of valuable
information. Do you discard it or you keep it in long-term storage
while looking for the appropriate Historical Society whose library
is welcoming of the information? Joseph decided to save his
fathers binders and discs until a proper repository was found.

Stacy Wood was our keeper of the Abraham Sampson
Genealogy (ASQG) file, a project that he began around 2001. The
first generation of the Abraham Samson Descendants Report was
made public to Samson descendants in 2005. Stacy's last update
to the database was in January 2012. Upon his sudden passing in
April 2012, his son Joseph Howland Wood sought a volunteer to
take over the editing of the file to no success. In January 2021, I
called Joseph. Did he have a copy of Stacy’s file? Joseph replied
that after nine years he did not know. Fortunately about four
weeks later he sent me an email saying I think I found the file.

After a week of checking out the file’s contents, I concluded
this is the file that generated the PDF posted on our PHSK
website. What a relief! Thousands of hours of work compiling the
file would have been lost.

Joseph currently works on
Wall Street as a Solutions
Architect, where he manages the
digital properties of the
Illuminating Engineering Society,
a not-for-profit standards
development organization that
was founded in New York City
on January 10, 1906.

So, a big Thank You to our
founding member Joseph
Howland Wood. []
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Meet Abrah
Abraham Sampson Descendant eet Our Abraham Sampson

, Genealogy Editor —
Report Available Suzan Wilson-Rudnicki
Abraham Sampson Descendant Report is available on
www.PilgrimHenrySamsonKindred.org. It is 1348 pages of text and Our original editor, Stacy B. C. Wood Jr, passed in 2012. We have been
181 pages of all-name index. Some lines have been brought up to 13 without an editor until March. Meet Suzan (pronounced Susan) in her

generations! own words:

It is downloadable as a PDF to one and all. Because of its
length, it is suggested that you save it, and not print it. Search the
name index for your kin. Source citations are NOT included in the
PDF. If kin not found, discard it.

If kin are found, then you can request a lineage report showing
source citations collected by PHSK. If you previously ordered the
report, there is no new data, so no need to order another report. To
order, gather the following items 1-5:

I was born and mostly raised in Maine, [ was raised by my
grandparents Viola and Guy Baker. My grandfather was a sea
captain and I got to travel all over the world with them.

My husband of 52 years is Karl and we had 3 daughters. The
oldest is a firefighter/EMT. Our second is semi-retired, she takes
care of 2 of her 4 grandchildren when she is not working for a
Cardiologist. Our youngest was Heather and she passed away at 3

; . 1/2 months.
1) The full name, birth date, death date of the person closest to you in
the online Abraham Sampson PDF file as posted on our website: We are grandparents to 6
www.PilgrimHenrySamsonKindred.org . amazing and wonderful young

people. One is serving as a
combat medic in Africa and
Zander. Two have made us great

2) Identify which genealogy software you use. If none, you receive a
PDF report. If Legacy Family Tree software, you receive a
Legacy file. Other software, you receive a GEDCOM file.

3) Provid all L and oh b grandparents .
) Provide your full name, email, and phone number I am a retired XRay

4) Provide your lineage from yourself to Abraham Sampson. If technician. I am the first woman
possible, for birth, marriage, and deaths, provide the date, place to be licensed as a Master water
(city, county, state, country), and data source citation. well driller and Master pump

5) Except for living persons, provide a copy of the source cited for installer in the Great State of
each person’s birth, marriage, and death. Because there is no Maine. We have our own well-
GSMD Genealogy collection for Abraham (he did not arrive on drilling business.
the ship Mayflower), this builds our source data collection. I am the first woman to
If you are a PHSK member, the report is FREE. Send items 1-5 serve as selectman in our town of

by email or postal. Carmel, Maine. [ have served my
If you are NOT a PHSK member, then mail items 1-5 and a $35 community for 21 consecutive

check, payable to PHSK. Mail to Suzan Wilson-Rudnicki’s postal years. I can not jump in and do my part in our community.

address below. After receipt of the report, the $35 can be credited to
the cost of a PHSK membership which would cost $35.

Send report requests to Suzan Wilson-Rudnicki, at email address

SampsonDatabase@phsk1620.org or postal address:

Suzan Wilson-Rudnicki, 202 Main Rd, Carmel, ME, 04419. I have been using Family Tree Maker software and will now
also use Legacy Family Tree for the Abraham Sampson genealogy.

I'm so proud of my ancestor Henry Samson. Even though he
didn't sign the Mayflower Compact he is my hero and I hope he
would be proud of this granddaughter. God Bless you all Cousins.

Suzan Wilson-Rudnicki, Proud keeper of our heritage. []

90 Cards for
Joan Miller’s 90th Birthday

Mail card by June 10, please.

Both Joan Reed Miller and Debra Miller are Founding
members. Her daughter Debra wrote May 10th:

“Within the past few months mom has moved and had a
hip replacement.

Mom is doing so much better now- getting out of her
deep depression after dad died. We are hoping PHSK will send
mom a 90th birthday card before her birthday on June 19,
| 2021.

Our first PHSK governor was Jane
Porter Stigleman, serving about 4 months in
2006, and now deceased.

Joan Reed Miller was our second PHSK
Governor, 2006-2011. Many of you will
remember her for enthusiasm. During a 2007
Mayflower tour, she had the honor of
unveiling the Henry Samson’s memorial
plaque donated by our current Governor
Barbara and husband Frank Williams to St. PS. We have been receiving emails from a few inquiring
Mary’s church. In her files, correspondence to _ about a gift for Mom - Please know She has asked for NO
Stacy Wood, shows she was an enthusiastic gifts.” []
researcher for Abraham Sampson genealogical data.

We will be having a private (immediate family) small get
together and hope to be able to display 90 cards.

Please mail a birthday card to Mom (Joan C Miller) to
230 Dylan Dr. York PA 17404, it would be greatly appreciated

Thanks for helping us with this one special surprise for
Mom.



http://www.PilgrimHenrySamsonKindred.org
http://www.PilgrimHenrySamsonKindred.org
mailto:SampsonDatabase@phsk1620.org

Page 5

Stacy B. C. Wood, Jr.
(1933-2012)

From our first PHSK newsletter, we know that Stacy Wood Jr
was co-founder of PHSK with Caroline L. Kardell. They organized
PHSK on September 11, 2005.

They also declared that any new members who joined by “30
June 2006” would also be founders., which resulted in 50 founders.

Based on payment of year 2021 dues, there are 22 active
Founders today: Susan Abanor, Richard Bailey, John Bird, Helen
Birks, Margaret Bobertz, Paul Bumpus, Jeanne Carrier, Muriel
Cushing, Barbara Dillon, Betsy Fosburgh, Richard Horton, Barbara
Knisell, Robert Long, Debra Miller, Joan Miller, David Patek,
Lucille Peterson, Carol Sakata, Robert Sampson, Chelsea Samson,
Ward White, Joseph Wood .

Stacy offered up his Abraham Sampson genealogy database of
450 pages and 3000 individuals to PHSK. This became a PHSK
project to collect Abraham Sampson descendants that is now some
29,000 individuals. We thank those members who submitted source
material for the database.

Stacy also became our PHSK newsletter editor until his
sudden death in 2012. PHSK overlooked recognizing Stacy with an
obituary, which we are correcting in this issue.

Today, year 2021, he is survived by his sister May Kurtz,
brother Cooper, and three children, Stacy “Sam” B.C. Wood III,
Philippa 'Pippa’ Siguenza, Joseph Howland Wood (a PHSK
Founder), and ten grandchildren.

We are thankful for Stacy’s effort in founding PHSK and for
the many volunteers who keep his vision going.

Obituary from a Lancaster
Pennsylvania Newspaper
2012.

By Jo-Ann Greene
Stacy B.C. Wood Jr.

As a clockmaker and historian,
Stacy B.C. Wood Jr. occupied
himself with both the ever-ticking
present and the time-stopped past — g
until April 28, 2012.

That's when the 78-year-old
retired naval officer died of a stroke
at the University of Pennsylvania
Hospital in Philadelphia. After
decades of living in Lancaster
County, he and his wife had relocated to that city nine years ago to
be closer to their children.

Wood attended the former Bowman Technical Institute in
Lancaster, and in 1976 became the first director and curator of the
National Watch & Clock Museum in Columbia.

He was a "long-standing ... stalwart" member of the board of
the Lancaster County Historical Society, History.org Executive
Director Tom Ryan said. Wood was named a fellow for his
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numerous contributions in 1997, an honor bestowed on only about a
dozen people, ever, Ryan noted.

Wood was the "go-to guy" whenever there was a question
about clocks, particularly the tall-case variety, said Bill Krantz, of
Willow Valley, a historical society volunteer. Krantz said he thought
of Wood "the other day. I thought I might see him at the annual
meeting in a few weeks." Though Wood tended to stay by the side of
his wife, Susanne, who was ill, he usually made it back each year for
that event.

"Hardworking" and "well-liked" were the words longtime
Watch & Clock Museum associate Lee Davis, of York, used to
characterize Wood.

John J. Snyder Jr., of Landisville, who collaborated on a book
on antique clocks with Wood, recalled him as "patient, giving, the
perfect gentleman." Snyder mentioned the many solid journal
articles Wood researched and wrote on patriotic, historical and
genealogical topics without ever seeking attention for himself.

It wasn't just historical society members and museum goers
who benefited from Wood's knowledge and dedication.

Those fortunate enough to have inherited a Lancaster County
tall-case clock appreciated Wood as the repairman who made house
calls. He kept family heirlooms in working order while offering facts
about the clockworks, faces, cabinets and makers. He was, after all,
co-author with Snyder of the seminal work "Clockmakers and
Watchmakers of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, 1750-1850."

In a Sunday News interview in 1991, Wood explained that "to
me a clock has personality. It has something in it that seems to be
alive. It's animated. It has sound. Even if it doesn't have a chime, it
tells time. It speaks to you. It has a soul. It has life."

Legions of county grade-schoolers also benefited from Wood's
interest in early American history. They learned about the Pilgrims
directly from Plimoth Plantation re-enactors he brought to local
schools when he was active in the Susquehanna Colony of the
Society of Mayflower Descendants in the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania. Wood wrote an "In My Opinion" piece for the Sunday
News in November 2001 on Pilgrim heroes.

A Chestnut Hill native, Wood tended to the family farm near
Malvern in his younger years and attended Westtown School and
Haverford College before graduating from American University,
Washington, D.C., in 1961.

He served in the U.S. Navy during the Korean and Vietnam
wars, with the U.S. Naval Security Group and the National Security
Agency, rose to the rank of lieutenant and was awarded the Bronze
Star. He headed the Naval Sea Cadet Corps in Lancaster in the early
1970s. He was master member of the British Antiquarian
Horological Society and a fellow of The Pilgrim Society, along with
being affiliated with numerous other national historical societies. []

Deborah Sampson meets
Paul Revere, June 19th

At Canton, Massachusetts, there will be a “Soft Opening” of
the Paul Revere Heritage Museum site Saturday, 1-3 pm, June 19th.
Displays may include some Deborah Sampson’s correspondence with
Paul Revere and interpretive paintings. Paul Revere and Deborah
Samson are important prominent figures in and around Sharon and
Canton, MA.

For more information, contact our Education Committee
member, Steve Connolly, email education@phsk1620.org and
websites:

https://paulreveremuseum.org/ and
https://www.thecantoncitizen.com/2021/01/01/northern-spy/ []



https://web.archive.org/web/20140803141125/http:/www.sail1620.org/society-news/stacy-b-c-wood-jr-1933-2012
https://web.archive.org/web/20140803141125/http:/www.sail1620.org/society-news/stacy-b-c-wood-jr-1933-2012
https://web.archive.org/web/20140803141125/http:/history.org/
mailto:pumpconn@msn.com
https://paulreveremuseum.org/
https://www.thecantoncitizen.com/2021/01/01/northern-spy/
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Unveiling of the Henry Samson Memorial, September, 2007, at St. Mary’s Church
L-R: Then Education Chair Debra Miller, then Governor Joan Miller, Rev. John Morley

News From
St. Mary’s
Henlow

May 2021

Dear Friends,

First and foremost, a
huge ‘thank you’ for the /
generous donation you made /A
to St Mary’s last year. After a (7
little to-ing and fro-ing with S
the banks on either side your
gift finally made it to us and
we are so very grateful, especially at this time when fundraising
is impossible. It was also a great privilege for me to be able to
join your Zoom meeting last September — some good things can
come out of the Pandemic!

2020/21! 1 think all the clichés must be worn out by now
so I’ll try and concentrate on the more positive aspects of the
year. Despite two long periods of lock-down the life of St
Mary’s has managed to continue. We owe a great debt of
gratitude to our Vicar, the Rev’d Shaun Speller, our
Churchwardens and many other for enabling us to continue as a
worshipping and caring community whether or not we have
been allowed to enter the church building or otherwise.

The two parishes of St Andrew’s, Langford and St Mary’s,
Henlow have become closer than ever this year with many more
shared services than usual. We have got to know each other better
and new friendships have been formed. A Benefice email
community has been formed enabling us to keep in touch and our
Facebook page has attracted those who use social media.

Zoom services were quickly established with an Act of
Spiritual Communion on Sundays and Compline on Fridays. We
even have a ‘virtual’ coffee morning each Wednesday. These have
proved so popular, and are to some a lifeline, that it is hoped they
will continue after things get back to normal. We even live-
streamed our Advent Sunday and Christmas services. Any
members of the PHSK wishing to join our Zoom services would be
more than welcome to do so. Just send me your email address and
I will forward the links.

Of course, due to numerical and distancing requirements, our
Choir hasn’t been able to function in the usual way but, when
restrictions permit, we have been able to sing in each church as a
Benefice Choir, often a capella, which has been both challenging
and rewarding. How glad we were to be able to celebrate Easter in
church together this year!

There is light at the end of the tunnel — but it seems to have
been a very long tunnel and a very distant light. In the mean time,
keep safe and well and look forward to the time when we can meet
again.

Blessings to you all from St Mary’s, your friend and (distant)
cousin,

James Burgess, PHSK Correspondent
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