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21 January, 2019  
 

Dear Henry and  
Abraham Samson/Sampson  
Cousins, 

 

As 2018 has passed from us, 
and 2019 begins, I think more and 
more of the links that join each one 
of us. DNA shows how we are 
joined by the past with marvelous results. Fantastic medical 
advances can be made by new DNA and the genes. Our world 
is full of possibilities. 

Our Kindred is also full of possibilities. I want to thank 
those that contributed to the Phase One Project of the Duxbury 
2020 Committee. Phase I has been completed and a condensed 
report is in this newsletter. I wish we could say with one hun-
dred per cent assurance that the Pilgrim Henry Samson Home-
site was found. It lies beneath ground that has been disturbed 
by present day building construction. What we have is proba-
bility. And, that really is not that bad. It has been exciting to be 
a part of the Duxbury Event to see just what could be found.  

Bob Sampson, our former Newsletter Editor, found that 
Helen Crane had passed away. Looking through her applica-
tion, I thought she had made a mistake when both Henry and 
Abraham were circled. A Myles Standish lineage application 
was in her file. I googled all the names and discovered that she 
was correct! Look for the article. 

How our past links together! Duxbury is a wonder for us. 
Henry and Abraham were there. Standish, Soule, Alden folk 
abound. Plus others. Full of possibilities. The Duxbury 2020 
Committee made us a part of it, too. As the 400th anniversary 
approaches, use your imagination to regard all the family links 
that are in our genes today. 

I wish for all of you a fantastic 2019. Remember to pay 
your dues, give your officers ideas for the Pilgrim Henry Sam-
son Kindred 2020 Triennial, and keep the Pilgrim Spirit alive! 

Your Governor and Cousin, 

Barb Williams  

Volunteers Needed 

The Pilgrim Henry Samson Kindred needs folks to step 
up and help in the following vacancies: Please contact the me,  
Barbara Williams, to volunteer. 

Officers and Duties of Officers: 

Chaplain/Elder:    
Make a written report to the Triennial Meeting of those 
members who have died and conduct a memorial service. Also 
perform such duties as assigned by the Kindred Governor.  

1) Genealogist:   
Verify the authenticity of the lineage of genealogies 
submitted by the applicants.  

2) Internal Auditor 
Audit books and accounts of the Kindred at close of each 
fiscal year and make a written report of the findings to the 
Board of Assistants and the Triennial Meeting. 

3)  2020 Triennial Committee/Historic Sites Chair.  
Keep an up to date list of historic sites pertaining to Henry 
Samson and Abraham Sampson.  

4) Newsletter Editor 
Collects input from others and organizes info into 
newsletter for members using Publishing software. Guy 
Moellendorf has graciously stepped forward to be the 
Editor for our 2019 Newsletter. Thank you so much!!   

5) Co-Editor of newsletter. 
Help the Editor in  proofing drafts and newsletter 
distribution via  eamil and postal distribution. Or take lead 
as next Editor. . 

2018, 2019 Dues Due Now 

That is right.  We forgot to request dues for 2018.  All 
staff are volunteers.  So dues for 2018 + 2019 are due now, 
$30 total.  Annual dues are $15 (age 18 and older). 
Membership details and categories are found on our website  
pilgrimhenrysamsonkindred.org   

Please send changes in addresses, email, phone and 
payments to our Treasurer by March 31,  
Scott Samson,  
PO Box 302, Lisbon Falls, ME 04252-1221  
email scottsbsi@myfairpoint.net  

Thank your for your support! 

http://pilgrimhenrysamsonkindred.org/
http://pilgrimhenrysamsonkindred.org/
mailto:scotsbsi@myfairpoint.net
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Search for Pilgrim  
Henry Samson's Homesite  

in Duxbury 
 
 

Background 
Reported previously in Winter 2017 Samson Kindred Spirit 

newsletter, pages 4-5.  Please see those pages for details. 
The Duxbury 2020 Committee secured permission to 

proceed with the first phase of locating the Henry Samson 
homesite from the owners of the property where they feel the 
site is located. It is uncertain if the  Samson homesite can be 
located. 

 

December 4, 2017, Work Proposal 

1) Barbara Williams, PHSK Governor, received written 
proposal from Craig Chartier, NewportOne. 

2) Probable homesite in current Duxbury identified. 
3) Phase 1 elements:  

- Ground Penetrating Radar Survey (GPR) 
- Excavation of a limited number of 50-cm-square (19 
inches-square) shovel test pits 
- To complete filed work by April 2018 
- Detailed report 
- $6000 expense 

4) Phase II  
- Testing be conducted to further define what the Phase I 
found  
- Site in no immediate danger of being destroyed. Phase II  
- Done in steps as funding provided. 
- Supervised by Contractor, work done by volunteers 
- Possibly 1-month  excavation ($24,000) per summer. 

5) Phase III 
- Complete the site excavation 
- Erect some sort of marker for the Samson Homesite. 

 
16 December, 2017:  PHSK Kickoff 

1) PHSK Governor Requested member help to raise $6000 in 
funds for Phase I.  
- PHSK Board approved $3000 from existing treasury (of  
$13,000) 
- PHSK Governor requersted $35 from each of PHSK’s 
116 members  for the remainder. 
- To Send donation by January 31, 2018 to Barbara Knisell 
PHSK Secretary to compile a list of donors and forward 
checks to PHSK Treasurer . 
- Any leftover funds go to Phase II 

Executive Summary,  
from Project Manager 

to PHSK Governor 
 
Feb 19, 2019 
Hi, Barbara; 
Hope this finds you and yours well! 
At long last, I have the “final” report” of the archaeology 

completed by Duxbury 2020 and its agent, Plymouth 
Archaeological Rediscovery Project on the site of Pilgrim Henry 
Samson’s original homesite in Duxbury. 

However, the document is very large and is not transferable 
to your email.  I have it on a thumb drive which i can send to you 
overnight. 

As you can see, this project has lasted well over a year.  All 
of the experts, after exhaustive research, on-site exploration, 
ground penetrating radar, test pits and further digs, have 
concluded that within statistical certainty, the actual site of 
Pilgrim Henry Samson’s Duxbury homestead was situated 
directly atop or in undiscoverable close proximity of the footprint 
of the current house at 77 Western Way, Duxbury.   

The report outlines the history of the project, 
conclusions,  hypotheses, as well as some oral histories, etc.  It 
seems any discoverable remains of the exact, original site were 
almost certainly destroyed when the current building was 
constructed in the early 1980s.  Very few seventeenth century 
artifacts were found - and those that were, were found in the area 
immediately to the north and west of the current home, in an area 
of land that was not disturbed by the construction area from the 
early 1980s.   

One of the leading and most plausible theories and clues on 
the exact spot was the presence of the 18th century Joseph Soule 
House, which stood (according to the still-living builder) where 
the garage for 77 Western Way now sits.  This Joseph Soule 
House had a long and colorful history in neighborhood folklore, 
and lay vacant for many years after it was sold into private hands 
in the 1970s by its previous owner, the Duxbury Yacht Club who 
had acquired it some years before to build/expand its pool 
complex (which was later situated to the northwest vs. this 
spot).  It was taken down before the construction of the current 
house, c1982.  It stood (again on the site of the current garage at 
77 Western Way) on a high rise of land, in proximity of both the 
Duxburrough Path to the west and the headwaters of the Blue 
Fish River (water source), down the hillock directly to the east.   

For many years through the 19th century, there as a path that 
ran east-west, on the northern periphery of this lot that as used to 
traverse from the Path, down the hill, to the River.  Evidence of 
this path still exists in the wooded area to the north of the 
property’s lawn.  This is further evidence that the River was 
accessed by others for fresh water, as well, in the early days. The 
topography of the current Western Way property was heavily 
modified in the 19th and 20th century, with the River are dredged 
after it had been filled with waste from other adjacent 
properties.  And before the current house was built, the entire 
northern end of the lot was leveled.  The Soule House was razed 
and leveled for the construction of the current house 
complex.  Along with all of these changes were the probable 
inadvertent destruction of the Samson site. 

There is no specific record of the Soule House originally 

(Continued on page 4) 

Mark Your Calendar 

September 12-19, 2020 
Mayflower Congress, Plymouth Mass. 

PHSK meeting to be announced. 

https://maps.google.com/?q=77+Western+Way,+Duxbury&entry=gmail&source=g
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with any remains/clues, destroyed in that process. 
As such, all of this does not lead us to the discovery of 

the EXACT spot, but rather the immediate vicinity of the site 
of Samson’s likely house. 

The current owners of the property, Mr./Mrs. Chris 
Coleman have been extremely helpful, cooperative and excited 
about this work.  They have school aged children that have 
been thrilled to learn that they live on a property once 
inhabited by a Mayflower pilgrim!  When I made my report to 
hem on the findings of the various digs, they were saddened 
nothing concrete was found, but wondered if the spot can/
should be marked for posterity.   

We do have approximately $1,000 left in the budget for 
the work and it could be possible to erect some kind of sign or 
plaque near the spot where it is deduced the Samson House 
originally stood.  I believe the Colemans may be amenable to 
this, although the spot would, of course, remain on private 
property, not accessible to the public.  I defer to you on any 
next steps you may wish us to explore.  I am happy to 
approach the Colemans on any suggestions/requests we may 
have. 

This has been an enlightening experience for all, and 
although we did not find what we hoped would be clear-cut 
evidence of the site, it did raise awareness.  Henry Samson 
is no longer a “forgotten” Duxbury “Mayflower 
Pilgrim!”  And we were indeed able to draw some 
supported conclusions on the general area, something that 
had to date never been undertaken. 

Thank you and the Kindred for your support on this 
project.  I hope you find the attached report informative. 

Mark Jacobson 
Director, Duxbury 2020, Inc. 

 

Final Phase I Report,  
December 2018, Condensed 

 
Following is a Condendsed version of  the final Phase 1 

report, titled:  A Report on the Search for Pilgrim Henry 
Samson's Homesite, Duxbury, Massachusetts, by Craig 
Chartier, Plymouth Archaeological Rediscovery Project 
(PARP), December 2018.  Note:  The Figures and Appendices 
cited refer to the items in the entire report.  Only  Figures 2 and 
3 are in this condensed version. 

 

Introduction 
This project started with the identification, by Duxbury 

2020, Inc. Director Mark Jacobson, of a partially dry-laid stone 
foundation visible on the western side of the 1637 
Duxburrough Path, south of the Duxbury Yacht Club lands, in 
early 2017 (Figure 1). The foundation measures 40' east to 
west by 26' north to south and appears to be an L-shaped 
cellar. The walls are approximately 3' high on all except the 
southwestern side, where no wall is visible. Sandy concrete 

(Continued from page 4) 

was visible on the surface and adhering to portions of the interior 
of the eastern wall, dating at least the patching to the late 19th or 
20th century.  

The question arose as to whether this could be evidence of 
the location of the Pilgrim Henry Samson house and if not, what 
is it, when does it date from, and, ultimately, where specifically 
was the original Samson house located.  Henry Fish in his 1924 
work that used primary sources and grants and deeds had 
approximated the site, but its precise location has never been 
discovered. 

Several months of intense research about the original 
Samson land tract ensued as Duxbury 2020, Inc. declared the 
project to be a signature program of its efforts to manage the 
Duxbury commemoration of the 400th anniversary of the landing 
of the Pilgrims.   

Seven maps, 1833, 1857, 1879, 1903, 1941, modern 
topographic map, and modern property boundary map, were 
compared to determine what the foundation found on the western 
side of the 1637 Duxburrough Path was (Figures 2-9). The 1833 
map shows two buildings south of the Sprague Farm (which can 
be identifiable by the present-day Duxbury Yacht Club (DYC) 
golf clubhouse, which in prior years had been the Sprague Farm 
barn). This barn was originally situated on the east side of the 
Duxburrough path and was moved diagonally across to the west 
side of the Path before it was repurposed for the DYC. 

On the 1833 map, moving south from the Sprague Farm, 
along the 1637 Duxburrough Path, the first house was labeled 
“Mrs. Samson.” This house was on the western side of the way. 
The next house this one on the east side, was that of “S. Samson.”  
The 1857 map shows the same two houses south of the Sprague 
Farm, this time being occupied by B. Samson and, to the south, T. 
Soule. The 1879 map shows B. Cummings in the western house 
and Mrs. D. Soule in the eastern one.  The 1903 map shows the 
western house as belonging to Clarence M. Taylor and the eastern 
as the home of Joseph Soule.  

This “Joseph Soule” House was built in the late 18th century 
and was located on lands now contained within the property limits 
of 77 Western Way.  It is believed that this house stood until the 
late 1970s, when it was taken down to make way for the overall 
improvement of the 77 Western way property, including the 
construction of the extant home and garage, built c1984. 

Oral history, collected by Duxbury 2020, Inc. in 2018, via 
the original builder of this c1984 house, suggested that the 
footprint of the old Joseph Soule House, demolished in the late 
1970s, was located on the site of the present garage of the current 
77 Western Way property.  The situation of the Joseph Soule 
property was thought to provide potential clues regarding the site 
of the original Samson 

Homestead.   
It was common practice for the Plymouth settlers to situate 

their houses on hillocks or knolls located close to fresh water 
sources. Assuming the Joseph Soule homesite was indeed located 
where the current site of the 77 Western Way garage, that would 
be consistent with probable proximity to the original Samson 
homesite, both within the land acreage known to have been 
originally granted to Samson (Appendix B).  

The project area identified, then, was ascertained to fit these 
criteria. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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containing any portion of the Samson homestead, or being 
built atop any earlier foundations.  However, there is 
precedence for this sort of pattern in Duxbury (i.e. the 
1630s  Elder William Brewster House on Marshall St. which 
foundations were found (also by Craig Chartier of Plymouth 
Archaeological Rediscovery Project in 2013 ) also within that 
of a later, 18th century house.  Additionally, there is some very 
recent scholarship that suggests a possibility that the “original” 
John Alden House “First Site” in Duxbury could possibly be 
the foundations of a second homestead, built when the Alden 
family expanded in the mid-1600s … on or near the 
foundations of the actual first site.  This provides some 

(Continued from page 2) possible clues for additional archaeological discoveries on that 
particular site on the grounds of the Duxbury School complex. 

The earliest settlers in the Plymouth Colony, after migrating 
from Plymouth usually built their homesteads on high rises of 
land, near a known Path and in proximity to a fresh water 
source.  This was/is exactly the case of the property at 77 Western 
Way.  With the aid of maps, previous scholarship and careful 
deed tracings, we are quite certain that Samson’s House was 
situated on or in close proximity to the spots we carefully 
investigated.  The fact that so little was found to lead us to the 
exact spot has led all to deduce the actual site has been built over, 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Samson History 
Henry Samson was baptized, and probably born, in 

Henlow, Bedford, England on January 15, 1603/04. 

(Continued from page 3) 

He arrived from England aboard the Mayflower with the 
Tilley family, to which he was related, being 

Edward Tilley's cousin. He married Anne Plummer on 
February 6, 1635/6. They were granted land in 

Duxbury on January 1, 1637/38. He is believed to have died 

(Continued on page 6) 

Figure 2. 
Modern map 
showing the 
locations 
discussed in 
the text. 
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on December 24, 1684 (modern date January 3, 1685) and his 
will is dated December 24 (Appendix A). His lands in 
Duxbury, being 150 acres (his original grant plus a Commons 
grant and a grant of 33 acres from his neighbor Peter Brown's 
daughter) were left to his eldest son, Stephen.  

House on the Western Side of Duxburrough Path (the 
Bradford Samson Homesite) 

When Henry Samson died in 1684/85, the homestead went 
to his son Stephen. Stephen then deeded it to his sons Benjamin 
and John in 1713, a year or so before he died.  In 1728 
Benjamin sold his half to John, making John the owner of the 
homestead. He then deeded it to his son, Elijah, in 1757 who 
subsequently deeded it to his son Stephen in 1804. Elijah sold 
the land north of the homestead to Bradford Samson in 1808. 
Bradford built a house on the western side of the road sometime 
around that year, and he left it to his son Bradford Jr. It 
eventually passed through his heirs to Flora Taylor who, at age 
88, signed an affidavit stating that she was the only heir of 
Benjamin Cummings, that she had lived on the property for 75 
years, since the death of her father. This information was all 
teased out by Monty Healy and reported in his wonderful 
DUXBURY CLIPPER newspaper article detailing the history 
of the property (Appendix B).  

The 1833 map shows Mrs. Samson on the west side, south 
of Sprague Farm. This must have been Bradford Samson's 
widow. In 1857 it was owned by B. Samson, Bradford Samson 
Jr., and in 1879 it was owned by B. Cummings, Benjamin 
Cummings, confirming that this was the Samson/Cummings 
house built some time after 1808. The 1903 map shows that it 

(Continued from page 5) was owned by Clarence M. Taylor, the husband of Flora Taylor 
(daughter of Benjamin Cummings). That house was still present 
in 1941, but is gone now, probably being located where the recent 
and current DYC pools were/are located today.  

House on the Eastern Side of Duxburrough Path (the 
Samson Homestead) 

The house further south on the eastern side of the 1637 
Duxburrough Path was identified as belonging to S. Samson in 
1833. S. Samson was Stephen Samson, a direct descendant of 
Henry Samson. In 1857 it was occupied by T. Soule, Thomas 
Soule, who married Stephen's daughter Deborah Delano Samson 
in 1832. She is identified as the owner on the 1879 map. The 
house is identified as belonging to Joseph Soule, her son, in 1903. 
This is the old house that had been vacant for many years and 
was torn down in the late 1970s, replaced in 1984 with a much 
larger domicile presently on the property currently owned by Mr./
Mrs. Christopher M. Coleman of 77 Western Way. 

Summary of Houses 
Summary of the occupation of the Henry Samson property 

along the east side of the 1637 Duxburrough Path 
Henry Samson Homestead Lot 
1635/1636  Land grant of 100 acres to Henry Samson 
1684  Henry died land passed to Henry's son Stephen 
1713  Stephen deeded land to sons Benjamin and John 
1728  Benjamin deeded his half to his brother John 
1757  John Deeded the land to his son Elijah 
1804  Elijah deeded the land to his son Stephen 

(Continued on page 7) 

Figure 3.  Topographic 
map showing the 
locations discussed in 
the text. 
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Stephen sold part of the land north of the family 
homestead to Bradford Samson (See below) 

1833  Map shows that it was occupied by Stephen Samson 
1857  Map shows it was occupied by Thomas Soule 

(Thomas Soule married Stephen Samson's daughter Deborah)  
1879  Map shows it was occupied by Mrs. Deborah 

Samson 
1903  Map shows it was occupied by Joseph Soule 
1941  Map shows a house on the property 
NLT 1983  This house demolished 
1984  Present house built 
2017  Property owned by Christopher M. Coleman and the 

address is 77 Western Way 
Bradford Samson Homestead (west side of the Path) 
1808 Bradford Samson bought land north of the Henry 

Samson homestead from Stephen Samson, his brother 
1833  Map shows the land occupied by Mrs. Sophia 

Samson, Bradford Samson's widow 1857 Map shows the 
property occupied by Bradford Samson Jr. 

1879  Map shows the property owned by Benjamin 
Cummings 

on his death to his daughter Flora Taylor 
1903 Map shows it was occupied by Clarence 

Taylor (Flora's husband) 
1941 The house was still present. The house was removed, 

presumably by the Duxbury Yacht Club for the construction of 
the swimming pool, which was in use until 2018 when it was 
replaced by a new facility just to the east, now located in the 
center of what had been the Duxburrough Path 

All deed and map sources suggest that the original 
Samson house, if at least some of the subsequent generations 
continued to live in it, was probably located on the same 
location, or nearby, the present house owned at 77 Western 
Way, likely on or near the site of the present house and garage 
owned in 2018 by the Colemans.  

Looking at the topographic map, the area just to the north 
of the Coleman house looks like a much more likely location 
for a 17th century homesite. It is a bit higher of a knoll and is 
currently forested. It is also owned by Mr. Coleman, but as it is 
not part of the manicured lawn immediately around his house, 
was thought to be acceptable for initial testing and excavation.  

Seventeenth century homesites were often abandoned by 
families in the late 18th or early 19th century. These old houses, 
especially the earliest ones, were often small and earth fast, 
meaning that they would be susceptible to expansion, rot, and 
abandonment as they would eventually, especially after a 
couple of hundred years, not be worth the trouble of upkeep 
versus building another house nearby (sometimes even 
salvaging parts of the old house to keep costs down).  

We surmise this is exactly what happened with the 
Samson House. It was probably occupied until the late 18th to 
early 19th century, and then taken down and the house which 
became known as the Joseph Soule House, shown on the 19th 
century maps, was built in the same/immediate area as the 
current house at 77 Western Way.  

Regarding the foundation visible on the western side of 
the trail opposite 77 Western Way, the 1879 map shows that a 
road split off of the 1637 Duxburrough Path and headed west at 
this point. The existing remains of the foundation would have 
sat at this intersection of the 1637 Duxburrough Path and the 

(Continued from page 6) 
extension of today’s Western Way.  

After careful study, we believe the concrete visible in the 
foundation was that of a barn built in the 19th century and used 
until the 20th. It probably had doors at the gable end facing the 
road and a drive-in cellar accessed on the western side.  

It may be worthwhile doing a few archaeological test pits 
around it to make sure that there is no evidence of a hearth and to 
help date it better, but we do not feel this site is connected to the 
identification of the Henry Samson homesite, and as such, don't 
see any need to focus investigation on this site. The 1903 map 
appears to confirm that it was a barn, as an outbuilding is shown 
at that location at that time. This fits well with the presence of the 
concrete, the structure of the foundation, and the unfilled nature 
of the cellar hole.  

Once we were able to build a sufficient case regarding 
where we thought the Samson homesite could be, the next step 
was to investigate the property archaeologically. We did this in a 
several step process – first through metal detection surveys and 
subsequently through the use of ground penetrating radar and 
excavation, as detailed below.  [Editor note: These details,  
descriptions, photos and graphics omitted for brevity.]  
—May 13, 2018, Metal Detector Survey was conducted . 
—June 21, 2018, GPR Testing was conducted . 
—June 21, 2018, Test Pits  were dug. 
—August 19, 2018, Test Trench and Test Pits were dug. 
—November 8, 2018, Test Pits  

 
 

Conclusion 

Based on the historical maps and documents, archaeologists 
should have found some trace of the Henry Samson House, if 
those traces still existed at the site after all of the years of 
occupation, building, and rebuilding at the site. We did not find 
any definitive traces of the homesite. No architectural features 
like a hearth, cellar hole, or foundations were or could be 
identified. No trash dumps or trash scatters around the house. No 
traces of any outbuildings like barns or sheds.  

A few of the artifacts found in the general area could date 
back to the Samson occupation, but they are just as likely to date 
to any occupation of the site dating to before the first quarter of 
the nineteenth century. We did find extensive evidence of Native 
American occupation at the site going back between 6000 and 
3000 years ago. This, in itself, is a good indication that Samson 
could have lived on the same site. Plymouth Colony homesites 
are almost always found at the same sites as previous Native 
occupation as both groups were using the same, best and cleared 
locations, spots that were high and dry, with easy access to 
freshwater and other resources. And in the 17th century, proximity 
or easy accessibility to a major thoroughfare (i.e. the 
Duxburrough Path) was also an important factor. 

The Coleman's property at 77 Western Way is such a site 
and it has to be concluded that that the Henry Samson homesite 
was probably either on the same location as the house built in 
1984 or very close to it, close enough to have been destroyed 
when the present house was built.   

There is no historical record yet identified that establishes 
linkage between the Samson homesite and the location of the late 
18th century Joseph Soule House (demolished in the late 1970s).  
Yet the site of the Soule House, possibly located beneath what is 
now the garage of the 77 Western Way, probably provides 
important clues to the approximate location of the Samson 
homesite, as both sites share likely the common topographical and 
positional site characteristics described above. 



New Members 
The Following New Members have been added to the 

Kindred since the last newsletter. 

#138  Jamie Cathleen Wellman Rodale, St. Augustine, 
FL Henry Samson Active Member 

#139  David Collibee, Peabody, MA,  Henry Samson, 
Associate Active Member (AAM) 

#140 James Lee Wieczorek, Jr.,  Sioux Falls, SD,  
Henry Samson, Active Member 

#141, David Sampson McGarrigle, Holyoke, MA,  
Abraham Sampson, Associate Active Member 

#142. Sharon Clark Griffith, Harpswell, ME,  
Henry Samson, Active Member 

News from Henlow, UK 
Jan 31, 2019 

Dear Friends 
This will be my last official “Greetings from Henlow”.  I have 

been correspondent to the Pilgrim John Howland Society for 
nearly 30 years and to the Henry Samson Kindred since their 
inception.  I have loved meeting all the wonderful people over the 
years and in my time being able to tell the pilgrim story to so 
many groups – adults and children.  It has been a real 
joy.  However I now must step down.  Over the last 7 years I 
have had various health issues and I feel a bit “fragile” now.  I 
need to concentrate on living as a disabled person and supporting 
Alan in his cancer treatment. 

I shall still be the other end of an e-mail and will be able to 
pass on messages.  I hope maybe someone will come forward to 
take over, but if not the vicar, Shaun, and the 2 churchwardens 
Sue and Carol will be happy to help. 

Thank you for your friendship over the years, and I do wish 
both Societies much joy and prosperity in the future.  Alan joins 
me in sending love. 

Jackie Painter 
31 January, 2019 

Dear Jackie and Alan, 
It has been my privilege to know you over the past years both 

in person and email! You are both so special!  The Pilgrim Henry 
Samson Kindred has enjoyed your correspondence over the years 
for the newsletter. You have kept us in touch with the 
congregation and its happenings. 

It was much fun in 2017 to present you with the Honorary 
Membership Certificate from the Kindred, and the check which 
Alan delightedly accepted!! In 2007, you were there as the 
Samson Plaque was presented to St. Mary's Church.   

Both of you would stand outside the church to greet the 
GSMD Historic Sites Tours in 2007, 2009, 2013, and 2017. 
Always, such a warm welcome. 

Thank you for all that you have done to make Samson, Tilley, 
and Howland descendants proud of their heritage. 

With warm regards, 
Barbara Williams, Chair GSMD Historic Sites and  

Governor of the Henry Samson Kindred 
Editors note:  PHSK Governor Barbara Williams has since 

contacted the Henlow congregation seeking a volunteer to 
continue the correspondence with PHSK.  

In Memoriam 
Helen Elizabeth Conners Crane  

d. 6 Feb 2016,   West Lafayette, IN. 
 
One of our cousins passed away. Helen was one of the 

Founders of the Pilgrim Henry Samson Kindred. Her joining 
number was thirteen. 28 Sep 2005 was her date of applying and 
was approved 27 Nov 2005. 

As I was looking through her application, Helen had circled 
both Henry and Abraham. That made me very curious! So, 
google became very handy. 

Several of the Pilgrims moved eventually to Duxbury, and 
many are buried in the same cemetery there. Our Henry and 
Abraham are among them. Here is a line that traces to our 
Pilgrim Henry and to Abraham who we are hoping to prove kin: 

- Myles Standish 
- Alexander Standish 
- Lorah Standish m. Abraham Sampson, son of Abraham 

and Esther 
- Nathaniel Sampson 
- Abner Sampson 
- Deborah Sampson m Seth Sprague 
Caroline Sprague m. William Sampson (note spelling).  

William was son of Job>Chaffin>David>Caleb>our Henry 
Samson. 

Thus, Helen had ancestors Pilgrim Henry and Abraham! 
Thank you, Helen, for your lineage. It is to be treasured. 

Your cousins in the Pilgrim Henry Samson Kindred will miss 
you, but at the same time, are happy that you have been a part of 
us. 

Barbara Williams, PHSK Governor 

Thanks Your to Our Phase 1 Donors 

$6000 was needed to fund Phase 1.  The board voted to 
contribute $3000 from our PHSK treasury.  Our thanks to 
those below who individually donated the remaining $3000 
needed to fund the project. 

 
Susan B. W.  Abanor          William & Catherine Pickett 
Gail G. Berkshire                Raymond C. Raser 
John and Barbara Bird        Guy V. Moellendorf            
Robert F. and Cathy M. Sampson 
Judith Hughes                     Bonnie Vokits 
Barbara Knisell                   William and Beverly Warner 
Robert and Dawn Mason    Barbara Williams 
and ALL our PHSK members whose dues support our 

PHSK treasury! 
No decision has been made on further work. 
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The possibility that the original Samson homesite was 
later built on by the late 18th century Joseph Soule house 
cannot be proven or disproven, as later construction has in 
all likelihood obliterated identifiable traces of such 
positioning.  It is reasonable, however, to conclude that the 
original Samson homestead likely sat on or near this spot; 
perhaps on or near the present garage at 77 Western Way.  

END 

(Continued from page 7) 
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Donations for PHSK Memorials: Checks payable to “PHSK” sent to  our Treasurer. See above for address. 

    Editor: Guy Moellendorf, 22748 SE 43rd Court, Issaquah WA 98029     Treasurer:  Scott Samson, PO Box 302, Lisbon Falls, ME 04252-1221  

PHSK Officers and Appointees 
 

Governor,   Barbara Lewis Williams  

Assistant Governor,   Jon Meeks    

Secretary,   Barbara Knisell   

Treasurer,   Scott Alan Samson  

Genealogist,   Judith Ann Read Elfring  

Archivist,   Guy Moellendorf  

Webmaster,   Joe Wood   and Charles Willard     

Education,   Debra Georgantis Miller  

Membership,  Judy Elfring    

Samson/Sampson Y-DNA Project,   Muriel Cushing    and  
   

Susan Abanor
  

Newsletter Editor,  Guy Moellendorf,    Co-Editor   Volunteer needed  

Genealogist,  open position   Volunteer needed 

Chaplain/Elder,  open position   Volunteer needed 

Internal Auditor,  open position   Volunteer needed 

Historic Sites, 2020 Committee open position   Volunteer needed 

 
Board of Assistants: 

2017 – 2020    Barbara Dillon, Guy Moellendorf, Bonnie Vokits 

2020 – 2023    Penny Aspergren, Beverly Warner, Bill Warner 
2023 – 2026    Barbara Knisell, Judith Hughes, Christine Tissot 

About Receiving Your Newsletter  

The newsletter is sent to all members providing email addresses.  For  privacy, it is sent “bcc” so email addresses are not 
revealed. Email benefits: has color, active web and email links, immediate delivery, can be forwarded, printed. 

Postal newsletter are sent to those requesting a paper copy.  Printing, handling, postal mail means a 7-14 day delay and 
extra costs to the society.  Color  costs about 5 times that of black and white, so only B&W versions are mailed. 

• To request a paper copy notify membership (shown below). 

• []    If this box is marked, we do not have a working  email address for you.  Please supply your email address to our 
membership chair ( shown below). 

Key Addresses: 

mailto:scotsbsi@myfairpoint.net
mailto:gsmdhistoricsites@gmail.com
mailto:usmeek@juno.com
mailto:barbjk39@comcast.net
mailto:scotsbsi@myfairpoint.net
mailto:gvm98042@comcast.net
mailto:gvm98042@comcast.net
mailto:wordpress@gmail.com
mailto:crwillard.isp@gmail.com
mailto:jci4822@myfairpoint.net
mailto:jci4822@myfairpoint.net
mailto:flash1620@comcast.com
mailto:abanor@gmail.com
mailto:gvm98042@comcast.net?subject=Newsletter%20Editor


The Samson Kindred Spirit Newsletter 
care of     Bob Sampson 

113 Windsong Lane,  
Sequim WA 98382-8014  
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