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e Chaplain/Elder
16 Dec. 2017 e Genealogist
e Newsletter Editor (Our fantastic Bob Sampson
Dear Henry and has an ailing wife, and he needs to attend to her

Abraham Samson/Sampson
Cousins,

First of all, I want to wish
you wonderful Christmas
greetings along with best wishes for 2018. It seems
that time goes too quickly, and we hurry along in the
process of it!

Let us slow down to enjoy what we have, who
we are, and appreciate those around us.

Our Kindred had a nice Triennial Meeting in
Plymouth. The fellowship was great, getting to
know one another. Our speakers from the Duxbury
2020 Committee had much info for us with the best
part being to obtain permission to locate the home-
site of Henry Samson.

The GSMD Historic Sites Tour went to Henlow
with six descendants of Henry. It was fun to present
Jackie Painter with the Honorary Certificate of the
Kindred. Also, we gave $500 American dollars
which converted to 365 pounds to the church. Alan
Painter was overjoyed to have the pounds!!! Jackie
looks great! She and Alan recently celebrated their
50th anniversary!

One of "The 43" on the tour gave the church a
check for $1,000 to use toward a new door which is
in their future plans. How generous and thoughtful!

This is going to be an exciting year as we await
the radar results. You will be kept up to date with
the results.

There is much news in this newsletter. We really
need your participation not only in raising funds, but
several offices need to be filled.

e Internal Auditor

needs. Guy Moellendorf is doing this newsletter,
but he too, has an ailing wife.)

So, if you feel so led, consider these positions.

I am excited to still be your Governor as we
approach, hopefully, an historic milestone.

Your Governor and Cousin,

Barb Williams

\

1 Do We Have Any Attorneys In The
I House?
|
|

|
|
|
The Samson Kindred membership list does not :
state occupations. We are in need of a lawyer to be !
in an Appointee position for Counselor. Interested |
persons, please contact the Samson Governor at |
pilgrinhenrysamsonkindred.org |
|

I
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Seventeen attended the PHSK luncheon at Plymouth, September 8, 2017. Back Row: Mark Jacobson, Ray Raser, Jon Meek, Muriel Cushing; Second
Row: Desiree Mobed, Jayne Talmage, Gail Raser, Susan Abanor, Christine Tissot, Scott Samson; First Row: Barbara Dillon, Barbara-Lee Kelly, Barbara
Williams, Joan Miller, Barbara Knisell, Charles Willard; Center Front: Lucie Badalament, Barb William's granddaughter.

Meeting Minutes
PILGRIM HENRY SAMSON KINDRED
Fourth Triennial Meeting, September 8, 2017

Registration began at 10:00 AM

The meeting was called to order by Governor Barbara
Williams at 10:40 AM.

Reports:

Governor Barbara Williams — Copies of her report were
handed out prior to the meeting:

“This has been a remarkable three years of service.
Many events have happened; many events will happen!
The Duxbury20/20 Committee may just find the home of
Henry Samson!! Maybe Abraham, too!!

I have enjoyed working with the Board of Assistants.
Many items were voted upon, and here are a few:

® e voted for our own website. A new Website Committee
was formed: Chair Joe Wood, Committee
Members:, Guy Moellendorf, Ray Raser, Bob Sampson

® Ve voted to present Jackie Painter, of St. Mary's in
Henlow, an Honorary Membership. It will be presented
during GSMD Historic Sites Tour 2017 later this month.

®  We voted to have an ad in the Quarterly which has given
us several new members. Cost is $250 a year.

The Board has been kept informed via email.

A Membership Committee was formed: Chair  Judith
Elfring, Committee Members: Scott Samson, Bob
Sampson, Barb Williams

1 have kept in touch with the Duxbury 2020 Committee
and asked Barbara Knisell to be a part of the
communications. Also kept in touch with Jackie and Allan
Painter of Henlow, UK.

The Historic Sites Tour will visit Henlow and Samson
descendants (5) will present $500 of U.S. funds converted
to pounds for use of the church.

A Governor's column was written for each newsletter. I
have especially enjoyed working with our Editor. One of
our biggest goals was finding the lost or deceased. Also
updating the membership list with the help of Scott
Samson and Judith Elfring.

Suzan Rudnicki came aboard to work with the Abraham
Sampson database. In June, she finally had the program.
Big thanks to Joe Wood.

Guy Moellendorf was given the okay to list PHSK in the

(Continued on page 3)
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A
Nominating Committee Chair, Joan Miller, presented a
(Continued from page 2) slate of Officers and Assistants.

www.heriditary.us. It is free!!

®  The Triennial Meeting was organized with
Hotel 1620. Room, meal, speakers, and special
gifts were ordered. I think all will enjoy the
meeting.

1t is quite special to be a Mayflower
descendant and to have the Pilgrim Henry
Samson/Abraham Sampson Kindred. Stacy Wood
would be so happy with its 139 members as of this
date. That is the total from Day One. Some are
deceased now, but the spirit of the kindred lives
on.

It has been my pleasure to be of service.
Barb Williams, 8 September 2017

Assistant Governor Richard Long — No Report.

Secretary Christine Tissot — Minutes of the 2014
Triennial Meeting were published in the newsletter.

Treasurer — Scott Samson — Scott reported $13,788.70
in the checking account. Checks written in the last three
years were $467.30 to Hotel 1620, $300 to Bob Sampson
for the Spirit Newsletter, $250 to GSMD for advertising and
$500 to Barbara Williams , our gift to St. Mary’s Henlow.
There are 78 active members.

Muriel Cushing gave a short DNA report.

New Business:

A card for Jackie and Allen Painter’s 50" Wedding
Anniversary was circulated for members to sign. They are
our contacts for St. Mary’s Church in Henlow. Barbara will
present it to them during the GSMD’s tour to England in
September.

Governor Williams asked permission to change the
$500 St. Mary’s gift into English pounds prior to leaving on
the tour. The Officers and Assistants voted prior to the
meeting to allow the exchange.

There are two new members: #138 Jamie Cathleen
Wellman Rodale; #139 David Collibee, associate.

The list is kept by the Membership Committee.

There was a discussion about the website, which does
not appear to be active at present. Charles Willard
volunteered to help as webmaster.

Life membership was discussed. A committee will be
formed during the next three years to examine the
possibility.

The giving of scholarships was brought up by Ray
Raser. Discussion ensued. A motion was made by Jon
Meek, seconded by Barbara Dillon, that a scholarship
committee be formed. Voted unanimously. Committee
members are Ray Raser, Scott Samson and Jon Meek.

Old Business:
Barbara Knisell will be part of Duxbury 2020
communications.

Governor — Barbara Williams agreed to continue

Assistant Governor — Jon Meek was nominated from the
floor by Scott Samson, seconded by Joan Miller.

Secretary — Barbara Knisell was nominated from the floor

by Susan Abanor, seconded by Muriel Cushing.

Treasurer — Scott Samson agreed to continue.

A motion was made by Jon Meek, seconded by Muriel
Cushing to accept the slate. Voted.

Board of Assistants:
2017 — 2020 Barbara Dillon, Guy Moellendorf, Bonnie
Vokits
2020 —2023 Penny Aspergren, Beverly Warner,
Bill Warner
2023 — 2026 Barbara Knisell, Judith Hughes, Christine
Tissot
A motion was made by Scott Samson, seconded by Muriel
Cushing to accept the above Board of Assistants. So voted.
The following positions have been filled:
e Archivist — Guy Moellendorf
e  Webmaster — Joe Wood and Charles Willard
e  Education — Deb Miller
e  Samson DNA Project — Muriel Cushing and Susan
Abanor
Newsletter — Bob Sampsom
The following positions remain vacant at present:
Internal Auditor,
Chaplain/Elder,
Genealogist,
Historic sites. Contact Governor Williams if you wish
to volunteer for a position.
New Officers, Assistants and appointees were installed by
past Governor, Joan Miller. A motion was made by Barbara
Dillon, seconded by Muriel Cushing to adjourn the business
meeting. So voted.
The meeting was adjourned at 11:55 AM.

Following lunch, members enjoyed a program on the
Alden House and Duxbury 2020.

Desiree Mobed, Alden House curator, spoke about the
House and the old foundation site which was excavated in
1960.

Duxbury 2020 was represented by Mark Jacobson and
Jane Talmage. Mark spoke on the Henry Samson Project to
discover the actual Samson site. The present website showing
the Samson Homestead is probably that of Peter Brown,
whose site was next to Samson’s. An archaeological survey of
the site was discussed.

Following the program, Governor Williams handed out
certificates of appreciation to the Officers, Assistants,
Chairmen and all those present.

A group picture was taken. Governor Williams will email
a copy to those present.

Respectfully submitted,
Christine Tissot []
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Sampson Kindred Launches Project
to locate
Henry Samson’s Original Homesite
in Duxbury

Please Send Donation Today!

16 December, 2017

Will You Help Us Raise Funds for Phase I to Locate
the Henry Samson Homesite?

The Duxbury 2020 Committee has secured permission
to proceed with the first phase of locating the Henry
Samson homesite from the owners of the property where
they feel the site is located.

The phases are described in the accompanying
December 4, 2017, “Procedural Proposal.”

The first phase is to use Ground Penetrating Radar
and subsequent test pits to identify 17th century clues to
the site.

This work will require $6,000, which includes the
work and a detailed report. The archaeologist for this
project would be Craig Chartier, the areas most
experienced archaeologist for Pilgrim era sites.

Phase I takes about a week to complete. Thus, it will
probably be done in April 2018.

The Board of PHSK has agreed to use $3,000 from
our treasury which has over $13,000 in it. The remainder
we would like to have donated from our members. We
have 116 members. If each member donated $25.86, that
would just cover it. However, please donate $35 or more
each, to cover those not in a position to contribute.

Please make checks out to the Pilgrim Henry Samson
Kindred. Mail ASAP, to arrive by January 31, 2018.

Our Secretary will process each to a list and send all
checks to our Treasurer.

Send donations to:
Barbara Knisell

P.O. Box 225

East Orleans, MA 02643

This is a very exciting project. Any funds left over
will go toward Phase Two which is explained elsewhere
in the newsletter.

Thank you for your help. Think positive thoughts that
many things may be discovered!

Your Governor,

Barb Williams []

Procedural Proposal
for the Search
for Pilgrim
Henry Samson's Homesite
in Duxbury

December 4, 2017,
from Craig Chartier,
to Barbara Williams, PHSK Governor

Phase I: Identification of Site
Testing in Phase | — Two elements:
1) Ground Penetrating Radar Survey (GPR)

2) excavation of a limited number of 50-cm-square (19
inches-square) shovel test pits

The purpose of the GPR survey would be to identify
potential anomalies such as possible hearth, well, cellar
hole, foundation, and dense refuse deposits. This survey
would be carried out by hand pushing of a GPR unit across
the property in a grid pattern to create an anomaly map
showing potential anomalies suitable for further
examination by ground-truthing (excavation). GPR is not
magic and is not always successful. GPR is usually
successful in locating large targets with obvious signatures
such as hearths, wells, and cellar holes. There is always
the potential that nothing will be visible via GPR. This
doesn't mean that there is nothing there, just that, due to
a variety of factors, the GPR could not see it. Anomalies
detected by the GPR testing will then be ground-truthed
by excavating one or more 50-cmsquare shovel test pits at
the anomaly locations.

The test pits will be excavated, the soil screened, and
the artifacts collected until the point where the origin and
nature of the anomaly can be determined. The hole will
then be backfilled and the ground surface returned to as
close to its pre-excavation appearance as possible. In the
event that no anomalies are identified by the GPR, it is
proposed that a series of 50-cm-square test pits will be
excavated in a grid or transect pattern in order to identify
the house site location via artifact concentrations.

People generally disposed of their household trash
immediately around their houses and within 100' of their
house walls. Many types of artifacts are very distinctive of
the 17th century appropriate to this project, and the
recovery of such materials will quickly allow us to
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ascertain whether we are close to the Samson house
site.

There are three scenarios regarding what we will
find at this stage:

1) That the original Samson house was located
where the current house at 77 Western Way stands and
as a result nothing remains of the house itself, but we
could find traces of household trash around the current
house.

2) That the original Samson house was located in
the yard around the current house or in the lot to the
north of the current house, the subject of recent
conjectures.

3) That no traces of the original Samson house or
yard exist on the property that the owners of the
Western Way lot possess, in which case we are back to
square one.

We have high confidence that the Samson site in
within the general vicinity, as historical lot deeds and
the work of careful historians such as Henry Fish in the
1920s have proven time and again to be accurate.

The budget of $6,000 for Phase | funding would go
towards paying for the GPR ($1500.00/ day) and for the
initial archaeological testing.

There is no guarantee we will find anything and if
we don't, the entire funding amount will not be used (as
the total budget covers lab work, curation supplies and
a detailed final report). If we fail to find any evidence,
the cost will be for the GPR, the archaeologist time in
the field, and a report detailing what we did and what
we did not find. There would be no need for any Phase
I.

We have achieved permission from the owners of
77 Western Way, Duxbury, to initiate Phase | activities.
The owners are also excited to learn about the possible
homesite of at least one Mayflower Pilgrim on their
land, and we are appreciative of their generous and
cooperative spirit.

Phase Il: Definition of Site Element

If 17th century artifacts are identified during the
Phase | investigation, it is proposed that Phase Il testing
be conducted to further define what the Phase | found.

Phase Il testing would involve more 50- cm-square test
pits, placed either individually or connected as larger
excavation units (1 or 2 meter square or trenches,
depending on what is being investigated). The extent and
cost of the Phase Il investigations is dependent on what is
found during the Phase I. If only artifact scatters are
found, the Phase Il will begin with a tighter grid of test pits
in order to try and identify architectural elements such as
postholes or foundations. If a hearth or cellar hole is
found, the Phase Il will focus on identifying the size and
extent of the house located around them.

Because the property on which the site is expected to
be located is not in any immediate danger of being
destroyed, Phase Il can be carried out in steps that could
be months or years apart, as funding is acquired. This was
the approach we used when we investigated the 1640-
1820 homesite of Richard Taylor in Yarmouth, MA. The
first year we conducted a Phase | and found the site. Two
years later we did a GPR survey and more test pit
excavation and identified the cellar hole, yard trash areas,
and possible architectural postholes. Two years after that,
we identified the extent of the original house and what its
layout was. Two years later, our final season examined the
yard area and identified the barn and an outbuilding
location. Each of these excavation seasons lasted for one
month and were paid for by Community Preservation
funding by the town and people of Yarmouth. The actual
excavations were supervised by me and carried out by
volunteers. This was all Phase Il work. The month's worth
of funding each year cost $24,000.00.

Phase Il Interpretation

Phase Il excavation could consist of the complete
excavation of the site and the erection of some sort of
marker and possible reconstruction of the house site, as
has been done by the John Howland Descendants at Rocky
Nook. This is obviously a far-sighted goal, but something,
that everyone should think about as being a possibility,
should Phases | and Il render remarkable results. In the
Samson Homesite case, the most probable sites lie on
privately owned land, and not readily accessible to the
public. For now though, Duxbury 2020 and PARP both feel
we should focus on seeing if we can actually find the
homesite.

HAVE A SAMSON/SAMPSON ARTICLE THAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO SHARE? NOTIFY EDITOR. SEE PAGE 8 FOR NAME, EMAIL ADDRESS.



Page 6 THE SAMSON KINDRED SPIRIT Winter 2017

Right church
. . . member Jackie
Scenes from the Historic Sites Painter welcomed
Tour’s visit to St. Mary’s Church, tShte &3 tr?v?:lﬁrs to
Henlow, UK, on 27 September, - vary's Lhure
2017.

5

b vy of

Above, Henry Samson descendants stand before the wall plaque (lower of the two plaques) dedicated to the memory of Pilgrim Henry Samson.
Left to right, Marcus Moellendorf, Virginia Link, Barbara-Lee Kelly, Barbara Williams, Jackie Painter, Ray Raser, Guy Moellendorf

_ R ,

Above: Governor Williams presented a gift check from PHSK in the amount of $500 for the general
maintenance of St. Mary’s Church. The check was received by Alan Painter, left.
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In memary of
HENRY SAMSON
of this par ish

-!«.‘}:fl;u\'i 15 Janvary 1604
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PHSK Governor Barbara Williams, right, presented Jackie Painter, center, an honorary certificate of

Memorial plaque at place of
Henry Samson’s baptism,
St. Mary’s Church, Henlow, UK

ABRAHAM SAMPSON DESCENDANT REPORT
The “work in progress” Abraham Sampson
Descendant Report on
www.PilgrimHenrySamsonKindred.org has again been
updated, thanks to Webmaster Joe Wood. It has now
grown to 1348 pages of text and 181 pages of all name
index (with dates). Some lines have been brought 13
generations up to 2009! It is downloadable as a PDF to
one and all. Because of its length, it is suggested that
you save it and not print it. However, sources are NOT
included. They, along with any other type of PDF e-
mail reports, are available for FREE to any member
just for the asking (see the instructions on the Website
for what other reports are available). Non-members are
charged $25 for reports with sources.

No details about living descendants are included.

PHSK membership for Jackie’s many years of corresponding with the PHSK governors.

Goal: To Increase Membership

One of the 2018-2020 goals for the Pilgrim Henry
Samson Kindred is to increase our membership. All
of our members need to become acquainted with
the "Samson Cousins" in their state societies and let
them know that there is a Samson Kindred to
become part of and learn more.

The Membership Committee is as follows:

Chair : Judith Elfring
Bob Sampson
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The newsletter is sent to all members providing email addresses. For privacy, it is sent “bcc” so email addresses are not
revealed. Email benefits: has color, active web and email links, immediate delivery, can be forwarded, printed.

Postal newsletter are sent to those requesting a paper copy. Printing, handling, postal mail means a 7-14 day delay and
extra costs to the society. Color costs about 5 times that of black and white, so only B&W versions are mailed.

About Receiving Your Newsletter

e To request a paper copy notify membership committee member Robert Sampson.

o [] Ifthis box is marked, we do not have a working email address for you. Please supply your email address to

membership‘s Robert Sampson.

Governor,
Assistant Governor,
Secretary,
Treasurer,
Genealogist,
Archivist,
Webmaster,
Education,

Membership,

Newsletter Editor,
Genealogist,
Chaplain/Elder,
Internal Auditor,

Historic Sites,

2017 - 2020
2020 -2023
2023 - 2026

PHSK Officers and Appointees

Barbara Lewis Williams

Jon Meeks

Barbara Knisell

Scott Alan Samson

Judith Ann Read Elfring

Guy Moellendorf

Joe Wood and Charles Willard
Debra Georgantis Miller

Judy Elfring

Samson/Sampson Y-DNA Project, Muriel Cushingand Susan Abanor

open position Volunteer needed
open position Volunteer needed
open position Volunteer needed
open position Volunteer needed

open position Volunteer needed

Board of Assistants:
Barbara Dillon, Guy Moellendorf, Bonnie Vokits

Penny Aspergren, Beverly Warner, Bill Warner
Barbara Knisell, Judith Hughes, Christine Tissot

KEY ADDRESSES:

Interim Editor: Guy Moellendorf, 21030 143rd Ave SE, Kent, WA 98042-3150
Treasurer: Scott Samson, PO Box 302, Lisbon Falls, ME 04252-1221

DonNATIONS FOR PHSK MEMORIALS: CHECKS PAYABLE TO “PHSK” SENT TO OUR TREASURER. SEE ABOVE FOR ADDRESS.

Winter 2017
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