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YOUR 2016-2017 DUES ARE NOW DUE.     PLEASE SEE PAGE 12 

 

 

Do We Have Any Attorneys In The 
House? 

 
    The Samson Kindred membership list does not 
state occupations. We are in need of a lawyer to be 
in an Appointee position for Counselor. Interested 
persons, please contact the Samson Kindred 
Governor

 

 

 

  

One of the 2014-2017 goals for the Pilgrim Henry 
Samson Kindred is to increase our membership. All 
of our members need to become acquainted with 
the "Samson Cousins" in their state societies and let 
them know that there is a Samson Kindred to 
become part of and learn more. 

  

The Membership Committee is as follows: 

  Chair:

     

Judith Elfring

      

              

Bob Sampson

    

              

Scott Samson

    

              
Barb Williams

     
                                     

     

 
24 May 2017 
 
 
Dear Henry and Abraham Samson/Sampson 
Descendants, 
 
It has been a pleasure to be your Governor 
for the past three years. Time has gone by 
quickly. 
Our next big event will be on the 8th of Sep-
tember in Plymouth, MA!! Our triennial time 
to be together as cousins!! It will begin at 
10am with business at 10:30. Lunch, 11:30 
followed by our speakers. Look elsewhere in 
the Newsletter for more information. 
One of our members, Douglas Sampson and 
his wife, went to Henlow and visited with 
the Painters!! Jackie’s birthday is on 30 May. 
The Painters' big day will be 9 Sep as it will 
be their 50th wedding anniversary!! 
The GSMD Historic Sites 2017 Tour will 
visit with them in September. 
The Duxbury 2020 Committee is looking for 
the home site of Henry. More on this at our 
luncheon. 
I look forward to seeing many of you soon. 
 
Your Pilgrim Henry Samson Governor 
(Abraham, too), 
 

mailto:gsmdhistoricsites@gmail.com
mailto:jci4822@juno.com
mailto:bfsampson@olypen.com
mailto:scottsbsi@myfairpoint.net
mailto:gsmdhistoricsites@gmail.com
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 A Quick Side Trip to Henlow and Campton  

By Douglas L. Sampson 

Last March my wife, Anne, and I were in England for two weeks of a work-related trip, 
and the last full day there we had a free afternoon which enabled us to pass through Bed-
fordshire and stop briefly in Henlow, where Pilgrim Henry Samson was baptized, and 
Campton, where his first cousin, Abraham Samson, was baptized.  This is something I’d 
wanted to do since learning of my descent from Pvt. Henry Sampson and his father, Lt. 
Ezekiel Sam(p)son, both of whom fought in the War of Independence from Great Britain.  

When I was a young boy, my father told me that his father had documents tracing our 
family line back to Myles Standish and the Mayflower.  Unfortunately, the trunk in which 
those papers were kept was stolen and never retrieved, so the information was lost.  Be-
cause of that, I never thought, growing up, that I would know my Sampson family line be-
yond my grandfather.  Computers and the internet changed that, however, and that’s how I 
was able to trace my lineage back to the Revolutionary War. 

Pvt. Henry Sampson is buried in Starrucca, Wayne Country, Pennsylvania (see photo of 
his grave marker on page 3).  As far as I know, the location of Lt. Ezekiel Sam(p)son’s 
burial place is unknown.  His father was named Samuel.  The problem is ascertaining 
which Samuel that is, since authoritative documentation is lacking, as mentioned in Part 
Two of the article by Fred B. Samson and Lucina Verish entitled ‘On the Ezekiel Samsons 
in the Revolutionary War’ in The Samson Kindred Spirit, Vol. 2, no. 3.  To my 
knowledge, opinion is still divided on whether Lt. Ezekiel Sam(p)son and his father Sam-
uel were descended from Henry or from Abraham.  For that reason Anne and I visited 
both Henlow and Campton. 

Not having a contact in either Henlow or Campton, I e-mailed Barb Williams, and she 
happily put me in touch with Alan and Jackie Painter in Henlow, who welcomed us 
warmly.  Though Alan had to help out a friend that afternoon, Jackie gave us a very in-
formative private tour of Saint Mary’s Church.  Thankfully, the weather was nice, so I 
could take a photo of the church with no problem.  I also got a photo of the Pilgrim Henry 
Samson memorial plaque inside the church.   

From there we went to Campton, three miles from Henlow.  We didn’t have time to find 
someone to let us inside, but I did get a photo from the street.  Maybe a future opportunity 
will open up for a longer visit.  And maybe by then documentation will have been discov-
ered that definitively shows whether the descent of Lt. Ezekiel Sam(p)son is from Abra-
ham Samson or from Pilgrim Henry Samson.   
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 Jackie Painter un-
locking St Mary 
Church. 

The gravestone 
below notes Henry 
Samson Died Mar 
3, 1852.  The small 
plaque to the right 
notes Henry was a 
Revolutionary Sol-
dier.   
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Dear Friends 
  
It is 10.05 in the morning of the 2 January 2017, and I cannot believe that we are already past 
the Christmas celebrations for this year.  It is a bright, cold, frosty morning here, and although 
the gardens and trees look very bare, underneath the ground things are happening, and there 
are signs of the spring bulbs coming up.  The first things to appear are the snowdrops – late 
January, early February – and then you really know that spring is on its way. 
  
The pre-Christmas period went by very quickly, taken up with end-of-term performances at 
school, extra church services and so on.  We were able to go to all 3 performances at the 
school, with the little ones (4/5 year olds) giving a straight forward and very exuberant repre-
sentation of the nativity story, but unfortunately at the point when the 3 wise men appeared, 
one of them had to go to the toilet, so we only had two!  The other 2 performances (6/7 year 
olds and 8/9 year olds) went well, except that the Virgin Mary did not appear very happy, 
brought the baby (happily only a doll) in by its feet, looked thoroughly fed up all through and 
leant her elbows on the doll’s face for most of the performance. 
  
We had a Christingle Service on Christmas Eve.  This is all about Jesus the Light of the 
World, and each child is given a Christingle - an orange representing the world which has a 
ribbon round it (God’s love) a candle in the top (the Light of the World) and 4 cocktail sticks 
stuck into the orange (the 4 seasons) which have sweets and dried fruit on them (the fruits of 
the earth).  The candles are lit and we all sing “Away in a Manger”.  It is a beautiful and very 
popular service and we were packed – standing room only.  The day before a group of us 
made 100 Christingles.  It was like a factory production line!  We do not get our new vicar at 
St Mary’s until the end of this month, so we combined at the Methodist Chapel in the village 
for a Christmas morning service which was very nice and on the Thursday after Christmas we 
had a Village Social with tea, cakes, quizzes and singing.  This was apparently a great success 
(it’s the first time we’ve done this) but I (Jackie) missed it as I had a heavy head cold. 
  
This period of time is the lull before the storm as the children go back to school on Wednes-
day (today is Monday and a Bank Holiday) and everything gets back to normal in the next 
week or so. 
  
We look forward at St Mary’s to having our new vicar at the end of the month.  The two 
churchwardens have done a tremendous job and we have been helped by retired priests com-
ing to do services, as well as our friends in the village Methodist Chapel, but it will be good to 
have a real vicar.  He is called Shaun Speller, married with 3 children 16, 14 and 11. 
  
We understand that there is a tour being planned for the autumn which involves some of the 
Henry Samson Kindred, who also trace their links backs to Henlow.  Henry was Elizabeth’s 
cousin, and I act as correspondent for them as well.  It may well be that some of the “Pilgrim 
John Howlands” may be involved on that too, and if so, we    (continued next page)            



   Page 5    THE SAMSON KINDRED SPIRIT     Spring 2017 

Have a Samson/Sampson article that you  would like to share? Notify Editor Bob Sampson . See page 12 for address. 

(continued from previous page)   look forward to seeing them. If anyone is coming 
over, do contact so that we can arrange to meet up with you.  This is a big year for us 
too as it is my (Jackie) 70th birthday in May, and in early September we celebrate 50 
years of marriage. Where did all this time go? 
  
I would have attached photos of the village Christmas, but my camera died last year 
and my artistic abilities are not up to much! 
  
All the very best for 2017. 
  
Jackie and Alan Painter 

 

A new column for your thought.  

Tom wrote in to asking if anyone had information on a specific line of Henry Samson’s  fami-
ly.   The though then was, why not put a column in each Spirit to assist those looking for peo-
ple that other in the Kindred might have.  So here is the first… 

 

“I am specifically curious about the parentage of John Greene b ca 1450 who married Edith 
Latimer and were the parents of Cicely Greene.”  Contact thomasgenealtom at charter.net 

 
 

Good news…. 
 
PHSK member Suzan Rudnicki has offered to take over the Abraham Sampson database 
started by Stacy Sampson a number of years ago.  The database is in the genealogy program 
“Legacy” and has gone several years without updates.   The database, in a PDF format, was 
available from the PHSK web site but has not been available for a number of years.  With Su-
san’s help, we can get the database updated and back on line again soon.  Susan’s email is su-
zanrudnicki@yahoo.com. if you have any updates.    
 
I have a December 2011 version which I believe is one of the last ones posted.   You may 
download it from my Dropbox folder….. Bob Sampson 
 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/7rewmkz1tapk6ru/Abraham_Sampson_Descendants_Chart.pdf?
dl=0 

mailto:suzanrudnicki@yahoo.com
mailto:suzanrudnicki@yahoo.com
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In Search of Edward Southworth by Sue Allen 

From his humble beginning in the tiny village of Austerfield in England, Mayflower Pil-
grim William Bradford distinguished himself as Governor of the Plymouth Colony in 
Massachusetts. He served for major part of the first three founding decades of the 
colony, recording the events of those early years in his ‘History of Plymouth Planta-
tion.’ 

Having married in Leiden in the Netherlands, Bradford’s first wife, Dorothy, had tragi-
cally drowned shortly after their arrival in the New World. In 1623, Bradford remar-
ried; his bride, Alice, was the widow of fellow Leiden congregation member, Edward 
Southworth. 

The names of Edward Southworth and Thomas Southworth appear in several docu-
ments in the Leiden Archives. In the Register Of Marriages taken before the Alder-
men of Leiden, the entry relating to Edward Southworth’s marriage to Alice Carpen-
ter, dated 28 May, 1613, records Edward as being ‘met Tomas Sodtwaert zyn broed-
er’ –  with Thomas Southworth his brother -  clearly proving that the two men were 
siblings. 

From my earlier genealogical research of the Bradford family of Austerfield, I recalled 
that William Bradford’s widowed cousin, Robert, had also remarried after the death of 
his first wife, Jane Wright. His new bride was a lady named Elizabeth Southworth of 
Clarborough. Interestingly, the brother of Robert Bradford’s first wife, Jane, had mar-
ried a Judith Southworth of Clarborough so I began to wonder if it was at all possible 
that Alice Southworth-Carpenter and these two Clarborough Southworth women 
were in some way related? So began my unexpected journey which may have at last 
unlocked the long standing mystery as to where Edward Southworth of Leiden had 
been born. 

The family origins of Edward Southworth and his brother, Thomas, known members 
of John Robinson’s Leiden church, has remained a bone of contention for almost one
-hundred-and-fifty-years with many separate locations in England being proposed. Of 
these, only two have persisted with a serious claim to these Southworths; Clar-
borough in Nottinghamshire and Samlesbury near Preston in Lancashire. I trust with 
my new research will demonstrate that the claimed derivation of the Leiden South-
worth brothers from Lancashire has no support and therefore may be firmly dis-
missed. 

‘In Search of Edward Southworth of Leiden’ is now available as a Pdf download from 
the Pilgrim Fathers UK Origins Association’s website www.pilgrimfathersorigins.org .  

 

http://www.pilgrimfathersorigins.org
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Searching out the origins of Edward Southworth has not been the only Pilgrim’s 
origin sleuthing that I have been involved with this past year. Four-hundred years on 
and we still do not know where a number of Mayflower passengers hailed from in 
England. To that end I have joined forces with Caleb Johnson and his trusted re-
searcher, Simon Neal, to help locate the family roots of another enigmatic Pilgrim. 
His or her identity and family story will be revealed at the GSMD Triennial Congress 
this September – and it is a doozy! Meanwhile I am in hot pursuit of the origins of 
several others, so, in the words of a very old cliché – ‘Watch this space!’  
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Steve Connolly sends us this……Thanks Steve. 
 
 

You may have heard about it, but have you seen this Memorial in Honor of Debo-
rah Samson.   Taken on April 10, 1944;  Here is an actual  picture of the keel of 
the  10000 Ton Liberty Ship "Deborah Samson Gannett".  It was built at the Beth-
lehem-Fairfield Shipyard in Baltimore Maryland, and commissioned by a collat-
eral descendant, Frank E Gannett. 
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2 May 
 

Come and Join Us on the September 8, 2017 from 10 am to 2 pm for the Triennial Meeting 
of the Pilgrim Henry Samson Kindred. We will hold the meeting at Hotel 1620 Plymouth 
Harbor, 180 Water Street. 

Registration will be from 10-10:30 am followed by the business meeting.  We will serve 
lunch at 11:30 am. 

Following lunch, a representative from the Duxbury 2020 Committee will present "Henry 
Samson Homesite/Archaeological Plans". 
 

Our lunch will be native turkey and dressing, tossed garden salad, chef's choice potato/
vegetable, rolls, coffee/tea/water, and season fruit pie. 

Please make reservations with our Secretary, Christine Strassel Tissot, 508-746-3705
 

 Lunch cost is $23.11 for the food plus extra to pay for the room. Total will be $35 per per-
son.

 
 Name_________________________________________________________

 Number Coming_________________________________________________
 Phone or email__________________________________________________
 

  Christine will be at the Registration Table along with our Treasurer, Scott Samson. Please 
make checks out to Pilgrim Henry Samson Kindred.

 
 Please wear your Samson hat to our meeting! Those who came to the 2014 meeting re-
ceived one.

 There will be more available for cousins that don't have one.
 

 

mailto:cmtissot@msn.com
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Article III: Officers, Executive Board, Committees and Appointees  
 
Section 1. Officers. There shall be four (4) elective officers of the National or parent kindred 
organization: a Governor, an Assistant Governor, a Secretary and a Treasurer. All officers 
shall be Active members.  
 
We shall be voting on the four officers for the 2017-2020 term. If you would like to apply for 
any of the above, please state your preference and contact our Secretary, Christine Strassel 
Tissot at 508-746-3705  
 
Governor___________________________________________________  
Assistant Governor____________________________________________  
Secretary____________________________________________________  
Treasurer____________________________________________________  
 
All names will be read at the business meeting. Applicants will be given time to state their 
qualifications.  
 
Section 2. Board of Assistants. The officers together with the Governors of each subordinate 
Colony, a minimum   of three (3) Assistants, and two Past Governors shall constitute the 
Board of Assistants. Associate Active members may serve as Assistants. The Board of Assis-
tants is responsible for the administration of the Kindred's affairs between General Meetings.  
 
The following people have terms that will expire in 2017:  
 
Judith Read Elfring  
The Rev. Ronald C. Lawson  
Scott Alan Samson  
 
The following have terms that expire in 2020:  
 
Barbara Sampson Dillon  
Guy Volkert Moellendorf  
Bonnie Farr Vokits  
 
The following have terms that expire in 2023  
 
Penny Aspegren  
Beverly Warner  
Bill Warner  
 
We will need three Assistants for the 2026 term.  

mailto:cmtissot@msn.com
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PHSK Officers and Appointees 

Barbara Lewis Williams, Governor  

Richard Long, Assistant Governor  

Christine Strassel Tissot, Secretary  

Scott Alan Samson, Treasurer  

Open position Chaplain/Elder,   

Open position, Internal Auditor,  

Judith Ann Read Elfring, Genealogist  

Guy Moellendorf, Archivist
 

Joseph Howland Wood, Webmaster
 

Robert F. Sampson, Newsletter Editor
 

Debra Georgantis Miller, Education
 

Judy Elfring, Membership   

 

Section 4. 
Nominations. The nominations for the Board of Assistants shall be made by a Nominating 
Committee. The Committee shall be chaired by the immediate past Governor and three 
members appointed by the Governor. The Committee shall present its slate to the Gover-
nor by the 30th of June preceding the Triennial Meeting. The members of this committee 
must be Active members. At the Triennial meeting an Active member may make addition-
al nominations from the floor. Where there is no contest, a voice vote may be taken; other-
wise the vote shall be by ballot. 
 
The immediate past Governor is Joan Miller, who will be the Chair. The three members 
appointed by Barbara Williams, Governor, are: 
Judith Hughes 
Barbara Knisell 
Robert Long 

mailto:gvm98042@comcast.net
mailto:gvm98042@comcast.net
mailto:wordpress@gmail.com
mailto:bfsampson@olypen.com
mailto:jci4822@myfairpoint.net
mailto:jci4822@myfairpoint.net


AN EXCELLENT GIFT FOR YOUR 
LOCAL SCHOOL!   
 
Deb Miller, our Pilgrim Henry Samson Kindred 
Education Chair , has introduced a curriculum, 
"Mayflower and Me" for schools, nationwide. 
Her curriculum has been endorsed by authors 
and educational professionals worldwide. 
See:       http://www.sail1620.org/educational/48-
materials/126-mayflower-and-me.html 
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ABRAHAM SAMPSON DESCENDANT REPORT 

The “work in progress” Abraham Sampson 
Descendant Report on 
www.PilgrimHenrySamsonKindred.org has again been 
updated, thanks to Webmaster Joe Wood. It has now 
grown to 1348 pages of text and 181 pages of all name 
index (with dates). Some lines have been brought 13 
generations up to 2009! It is downloadable as a PDF to 
one and all. Because of its length, it is suggested that 
you save it and not print it. However, sources are NOT 
included. They, along with any other type of PDF e-
mail reports, are available for FREE to any member 
just for the asking (see the instructions on the Website 
for what other reports are available). Non-members are 
charged $25 for reports with sources.  
 
 
No details about living descendants are included.  

  
  

 

 

*Annual Dues Now Due* 
REMINDER: Our Kindred fiscal year runs from 1 
July to 30 June. 2017-2018.   Annual dues are $15.00 for 
one year, three years at $45.00 or five years at 
$75.00.   

Your dues support our important projects. We would also 
like to place appropriate memorials to both Henry and 
Abraham in Duxbury where they both lived, in Plymouth 
where Henry initially owned property, and as well in the 
All Saints Church in Campton, Bedfordshire, where 
Abraham was baptized   

Your dues also supports this thrice a year newsletter. We 
also need to complete obtaining not-for-profit 501(c)3 
status to make more attractive financial gifts to our 
PHSK. Until that status is obtained, we never-the-less 
welcome “non tax deductible” donations. They may be 
included with your dues. Non-payment of dues  may 
result in removal from our membership and mailing list.  
Checks should be made payable to “PHSK” and 
forwarded to: 

 Scott Samson, Treasurer PHSK 
 PO Box 302  
 Lisbon Falls, ME 04252-1221 
NB: Members who have joined during April-July 2016 
do NOT have to pay additional 2016-2017 dues! 
Editor’s Thanks:  Annual printing and postage of the “Spirit” are  
currently $180. Those 34% (!) receiving the “Living Color” e-edition 

have saved us  $90! Postage is due to go up early next year. If you 
wish the e-edition please notify me at 
bfsampson@olypen.com 

Interesting links: 

http://www.sail1620.org/   Society of Mayflower Descend-
ants in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania  

http://boards.ancestry.com/surnames.samson/mb.ashx  An-
cestry Message Board for “Samson” 

http://boards.ancestry.com/surnames.sampson/mb.ashx  An-
cestry Message Board for “Sampson” 

http://www.duxburyhistory.org/   Duxbury Rural and His-
torical Society 

http://www.archives.com/1940census   Search currently 
indexed portions of the 1940 census.  Not all of the 1940 
census is indexed at this time.  If you would like help in-
dex the 1940 census please see  https://the1940census.com/?
gclid=CMfGuPzTuq8CFRGAhwodMVp_hw  

 

 

Your Article Could Go Here. 

http://www.sail1620.org/educational/48-materials/126-mayflower-and-me.html
http://www.sail1620.org/educational/48-materials/126-mayflower-and-me.html
mailto:bfsampson@olypen.com
mailto:gsmdhistoricsites@gmail.com
mailto:jci4822@myfairpoint.net
mailto:scotsbsi@myfairpoint.net
http://www.sail1620.org/
http://boards.ancestry.com/surnames.samson/mb.ashx
http://boards.ancestry.com/surnames.sampson/mb.ashx
http://www.duxburyhistory.org/
http://www.archives.com/1940census
https://the1940census.com/?gclid=CMfGuPzTuq8CFRGAhwodMVp_hw
https://the1940census.com/?gclid=CMfGuPzTuq8CFRGAhwodMVp_hw



