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Samson Kindred's Governor's Corner 

Dear Cousins, 

You have all been on my mind today as I reviewed the 
list of members of the Pilgrim Henry Samson Kindred 
and descendants of his possible cousin, Abraham.  

Many of you I know from various GSMD meetings or 
the Historic Sites Tours. But most of you are a name, 
address, phone number, or email. As the Thanksgiving 
greeting was sent, I thought of you and where you 
lived. Wondered about your life; how it was going; 
your likes and fears.  

Where are the ones that we can't find?! A move that 
can't be found on Google or email change. Are those 
cousins alright? Some I found in reading their obit and 
learning about their lives. Each obit listed the 
Mayflower Society. Imagine! It meant so much to 
them to be a member. 

What would Henry Samson think about Thanksgiving 
today? He left his parents when coming over on the 
Mayflower with his aunt and uncle. Both died the first 
winter. He was 16/17 at the time. His parents would 
have been wondering about his life; how it was going; 
his likes and fears. They had to wait for months to 
receive mail from him. It meant so much to him to be 
part of Plymouth and the new adventure.  

I am sure that you, too, cherish your heritage. Share it 
with family and friends. It is a blessing to be 
descended from such brave adventurers.  

Have a wonderful holiday season and a blessed 2016! 

Your Pilgrim Henry Samson Kindred Governor, 

 

 

  

Do We Have Any Attorneys In The 
House? 

 
    The Samson Kindred membership list does not 
state occupations. We are in need of a lawyer to be 
in an Appointee position for Counselor. Interested 
persons, please contact the Samson Governor.  

 

 

  

One of the 2014-2017 goals for the Pilgrim Henry 
Samson Kindred is to increase our membership. All 
of our members need to become acquainted with 
the "Samson Cousins" in their state socie�es and let 
them know that there is a Samson Kindred to 
become part of and learn more. 

  

The Membership Commi�ee is as follows: 

  

Chair     Judith Elfring      

              Bob Sampson    

              Sco� Samson    

              Barb Williams     
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Dear Friends, 

We have just had a very pretty autumn, and although we cannot rival New England in the Fall, Henlow in Au-
tumn is quite nice! 

 

Everything here in Henlow is hotting up now before Christmas.  A few weeks ago we had concert in church 
given by the local Salvation Army Band, which was absolutely lovely, and we had our Gift Day and Autumn 
Bazaar earlier in October.  The Methodist Church in Henlow have their Bazaar this coming weekend (21 Oc-
tober) and St Mary’s are having a Christmas Crib Festival the first weekend in December.  This is where peo-
ple are invited to bring their crib sets for display, and as you can imagine there is quite a variety.  On Remem-
brance Sunday we remembered all those who had given their lives in wars up to the present time.  There was 
a ceremony and laying of wreaths at the Village War Memorial, and then a service in church (standing room 
only). 

 

Christmas in Henlow is always a very lovely time – I wonder how Henry and his family used to celebrate 
it?  We get together with a group of friends and have a bring and share lunch (I think you call it a brown bag 
lunch) at our house – very nice and completely trouble free for us – we are just the venue!  There is a Mid-
night Mass on Christmas Eve, but since my illness I am better with the Christmas morning one. 

 

We often think of our friends across the water.  We have been fortunate in  meeting many American visitors, 
and hope we will continue to do so. 

 

With every good wish for 2016. 

 

Love from 

 

Jackie and Alan Painter 

Submit Your Article 
Do you have a good ar�cle you would like to see published in The Pilgrim Henry Samson Spirit Newsle�er?  
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O��� ��� ���� ��� ����� � ������ �� ��� ������ S����� ��������� ���� ���� ��-
������ ���� �� ���������� �� “�� F��������� A������ �� ��� ���� “��������” 
������� �� ��� �������� ��������.  B������ W������� ��� �������� ��� ��� ���� 
��� ����������� �� ����� �������.   T���� ���� �� �� �������� ��� ������ �����: 
 

Darlene Stone Fassier, member #88, passed on 25 Dec 2014 in Great Falls, MT. Born 25 Feb 1936 in Ruth, 
Nevada, she was 78. An avid genealogist, one of her greatest finds was that of the Society of Mayflower De-
scendants. 

"With approximately 20 attending, the Pilgrim Henry Samson Kindred organized and became viable on Sep-
tember 11, 2005. Officers were elected, etc. They are: 

Governor - Jane Porter Stigleman of IN"   Stacy B.C. Wood, Jr. 

I remember the meeting well. Volunteers were asked for the position of Governor. Jane reluctantly took the 
office as her husband was frail and needed her attention. Later, Joan Miller took over for her. 

Our First Governor of the Pilgrim Henry Samson Kindred, Jane Porter Stigleman, passed away in Winchester, 
VA on 31 Dec 2011. Born in Liberty, IN on 23 Aug 1923, she loved to travel to research family history. She 
was a member of the Indiana Mayflower Society. Jane was buried in Indianapolis. She has the number 23 on 
our member list. 

 

Marjorie Burt, member #90, passed away in Geneva, Nebraska on 24 Dec 2011. Born 25 Feb 1931, Marjorie 
was 80. She loved being a member of the Society of Mayflower Descendants and the Pilgrim Henry Samson 
Kindred. 

 

Virginia H. LaQua, member #51, passed away 5 Mar 2015 in Jamestown, ND, 90 years. She was born 12 Jun 
1924 in Goodwater, Saskatchewan, Canada. Member of GSMD and Samson Kindred. 

 

Rosanne Reed Haugland, PHSK#98, passed away on 26 Nov 2014 in La Crosse, 

WI. Born 19 Apr 1922 in Los Angeles, she was 92."Genealogy research was her 

passion." Member of GSMD and Samson Kindred. 

 
 

Carol Jean Sampson Pokorny, member #15, passed away on 11 Jan 2013 in Gainesville, GA. She was 86 hav-
ing been born in 1926 in Cleveland, OH. "a proud Mayflower descendant through her father". 
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From Your PHSK Education Chair 

To All SMDPA MEMBERS 

As we know from reading the Mayflower Quarterly (MQ), many members are diligently at work, volunteering their time for 
a “special event” in 2020; namely, the 400th anniversary of the arrival of our Pilgrims.  The information about coins in the 
March MQ is the subject of this article.  Please, won’t you take the time to join with us by sending letters to your Repre-
sentative in Congress and/or to your Senator encouraging Congress to pass a bill requesting a minted coin for the com-
memoration of the arrival of our Pilgrims? In particular, we would be delighted to have our SMDPA Juniors participate by 
sending letters as a special endorsement from SMDPA.  We encourage parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, etc. to talk 
with your Junior members about this project. Not only would this be a learning experience for future voters, but perhaps 
their teacher(s) would give credit when informed about the General Societies “Coin Project”? 

Template letters are below or simply go to https://www.themayflowersociety.org/2020-commemoration  

or on Facebook GSMD Jr Mayflower Descendants Social Networking 

Subj: HR.2980 Co-sponsorship 

Dear Representative _______: 

I am writing to request that you co-sponsor HR.2980, titled “To require the 
Secretary of the Treasury to mint coins in commemoration of the 400th anni-
versary of arrival of the Pilgrims.” The bill is sponsored by Rep. Bill Foster 
and introduced on 7/8/2015. The proposed coins will honor the 400th Anniver-
sary of the landing of the Mayflower Pilgrims on our shores.  The General 
Society of Mayflower Descendants has over 28,000 proud members who 
descend from the Pilgrims and this will help us with our mission to educate 
the public about this important part of American history. 

In 1620, a small group of barely one hundred souls arrived to establish the 
first permanent settlement in New England. They brought with them ideals 
that far surpassed their numerical significance. Their new community of Plym-
outh can fairly be called the first home of religious freedom in the New World. 
Furthermore, their establishment of a “civil body politic” through the Mayflow-
er Compact that they signed before landing they set a precedent for self-
governance that remains vital to this day. 

It is important to note that this legislation has bipartisan support. Rep. Foster 
(D-IL) represents one party, and the corresponding Senate bill is sponsored 
by Sen. John Hoeven (R-ND), representing the other. You may contact staff 
member Gary Timmins in Rep. Foster’s office to find out details of this bill. 
Won’t you please join Representative Foster as a co-sponsor of this bill? 

Thank you for considering this important initiative. 

Sincerely yours, 
Your Name 
Your town 

Subj: S.1715 Co-sponsorship 

Dear Senator _______: 

I am writing to request that you co-sponsor S.1715, “A bill to require the 
Secretary of the Treasury to mint coins in commemoration of the 400th 
anniversary of arrival of the Pilgrims.” The bill was initially sponsored by 
Sen. John Hoeven and introduced on 7/8/2015. Such coins will honor 
the 400th Anniversary of the landing of the Mayflower Pilgrims on our 
shores. The General Society of Mayflower Descendants has over 28,000 
proud members who descend from the Pilgrims and this will help us with 
our mission to educate the public about this important part of American 
history. 

In 1620, a small group of barely one hundred souls arrived to establish 
the first permanent settlement in New England. They brought with them 
ideals that far surpassed their numerical significance. Their new commu-
nity of Plymouth can fairly be called the first home of religious freedom in 
the New World. Furthermore, their establishment of a “civil body politic” 
through the Mayflower Compact that they signed before landing they set 
a precedent for self-governance that remains vital to this day. 

It is important to note that this legislation has bipartisan support. Sen. 
Hoeven (R-ND), represents one party and the House Sponsor of the 
corresponding bill, Rep. Bill Foster, (D-IL) represents the other. You may 
contact staff member Tyler Hardy in Sen. Hoeven’s office to find out the 
details of this bill. Won’t you please join Senator Hoeven as a co-
sponsor of this bill? 

Thank you for considering this important initiative. 

Sincerely yours, 
Your Name 
Your town 

"PHSK Education Chair has written an in-depth  Lesson Plan called "Bill Tracker" to be shared with all 
schools K-12, teachers, home school students, etc. Please contact Deb G Miller.
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Historic Home for Sale, Union, Main  

The below article  is provided to the Samson/Sampson Kindred by the current occupiers of 
the home, Suzanne and Dave Shaub.  Suzanne and Dave are also current members of the 
Sampson and Alden Kindred. 

The home is currently for sale and anyone  interested in purchasing the home it can be seen 
at the following web site:    ebenezeraldenhouse.com  

Many Samson/Sampson descendants are also Alden decedents which brings us t the won-
derful ar�cle that was submi�ed by the Shaub family to the Mayflower Quarterly in 2001. 

 

The Ebenezer Alden House 

Union, Maine 
 

The year is 1797 and a young man is ready to set out on his 
own.  He’s seen how others do it.  Impressed and succeed 
with a fine home and marked skills.  He’ll do it , too. 

The product is the Ebenezer Alden House in Union, Main.  
I is both Colonial and Federal.  It is in the country, even 
now.  Beard and Smith (1) comment that “It’s construction 
date, 1797, makes it a most remarkable and advanced struc-
ture  in a town that was still largely wilderness.”  See Illus-
tration Number 1 a view of the house from the northwest. 

Ebenezer (1774-1872) was born in Middleborough, Massa-
chusetts, among those descended through six generations 
from John and Priscilla Alden.  He must have been appren-
ticed early to a housewright, and he must have been  good 
at his work. 

In 1794, he was brought to Thomaston to assist in the finish work (molding, carvings, and assembly) at 
Montpelier.  Montpelier was, and still is, an extraordinary place.  Knox was, of course, a close friend of 
George Washington and had been the first Secretary of War.  After public service, he moved to Main.  Hen-
ry Know had dreams, and he had a wife who had inherited much of the “Waldo Patent” vast acreage in 
Maine.  The house was to set the state for success.  But, it was not to be: Henry Know invested in canals 
and other aspects of trade.   It worked out badly.  He died young, at 56, ironically as a result of having eaten 
a chicken bone at a garden dinner at the Alden House, as is traditionally believed.  He died of peritonitis. (2) 
Within a generation, the house was in disrepair, and was demolished to make way for a rail line.  Illustration 
2, a picture of the carefully reconstructed Knox Mansion, done in the 1930s.  The property is now in the ca-
pable hands of the Friends of Montpelier, Thomaston, Maine. 

Illus. 1. From the Northwest 
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General Know must have seen special promise in 
Alden and when the Know Mansion was completed 
in 1795, Alden remained in the area, moving to Un-
ion about ten miles northwesterly, inland.  Know 
may have been a mentor to the young carpenter and 
businessman.  

Union was settled in the mid-1770s.  Shortly after 
his arrival in Union, Ebenezer realized and oppor-
tunity to open a store.  The store was the first one in 
Union operating prior to 1800.  That store building 
exists today as do the records of transactions.  Illus-
tration 3 shows the cooperage, store, and barn from 
the southwest.  Taking a lesson from Knox he con-
ceived a built and impressive home, as an attraction 
to customers.  Returning in 1799 to Massachusetts 
Alden arranged to purchase a tract of land from Da-
vid Gilimor Sr.  He married Gillmor’s daughter, Pa-
tience, and returned to Union.  In Union, some of 
his closest associates were David Jr. and Rufus Gil-
more.  Incidentally, David Gilmore Jr. sold at a rea-
sonable price to the Town of Union its Common, 
the first in Maine. 

Ebenezer and Patience had twelve children at the Alden House.  Horatio, whose name is embla-
zoned on the inner wall of the old store, went on to found the earliest mill in Camden.  Augustus 
followed his father, running the Alden store.  Agustus’ son, Fred, lived on the property and be-
came a prominent figure in town.  His son E. Bancroft Alden, spent time in Union and in New 
York City as did his son, Maitland.  It was he, in old age, that sold the property to Mr. and Mrs. 
Joseph Marcus of New York City and Hope, Maine. 

The Marcuses spent several lyears painstakingly restoring the home, outbuildings, and gardens to 
its formar beauty. (3 and 4)  Fifty-five of the original two hundred acres remained.  The old coop-
erage/wood shop remains: it received a floor and foundation corners.  The barn, build about 1865 
by Augustus, got new posts and sills: it needed little else. (5) 

The house particularly captured the Marcusses’ attention and the present owners’.  The four-
square structure reflects Ebenezer’s training in “two-worlds” of architecture.  Today we see a Co-
lonial house with Federal quoins (stone-like wooden blocks at the corners) and two pedimented 
doorways.  Remarkably the four rooms on the West were finished in the Federal Style.  It is this 
dichotomy that makes the house extra-special, a true transitional building, a remarkable Alden 
House. 

 

 

H��� � S�����/S������ ������� ���� ���  ����� ���� �� �����? N����� E����� B�� S������ . S�� ���� 10 ��� �������. 
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A cursory look from the road on the North shows a 
house divided into East and West proportions equally.  
But, they are not equal: the Federal West side encloses 
rooms about two feet wider than the Colonial rooms.  
See Illustration 4.  Ceilings on the first floor are a little 
more than nine feet.  The formality of the Federal rooms 
is further enhanced by moldings and fireplace surrounds 
done in the “latest style” adopted a country setting from 
William Pain’s 1794 (London) and 1796 (Boston) 
“Practical House Carpenter.”  (6)   There are eight fire-
places, four on each side.  Three of the four Federal style 
fireplaces are clearly inspired by Pain’s drawings.  Illustration 5 shows a view of the north-
west parlor, one of those three fireplaces.  Complex crown moldings may also be traced to 
Pain.  Though he used pine for his floors throughout, they were stained to simulate mahoga-
ny.   
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The Colonial rooms include a traditional kitchen with bake-oven fireplace.  These Colonial rooms lack any 
crown molding., show some corner posts, and have well-developed raised paneling on the inner walls.  Il-
lustration 6 shows  portion of the southeast chamber.  Remarkably, all eight rooms were finished at once 
(1798).   

A summer kitchen of contemporary vintage was added early to the south.   A smaller building, likely 
Ebenezer’s home during his first years in Union, was added to the East of the summer kitchen for an ell. 

Restoration begun in the 1960s continues, as well as addition of modern heating equipment.  Minimal regis-
ters interrupt the first floor and no heating is installed in the upper rooms.   A kitchen and two modern bath-
rooms are confined to the former summer kitchen and a small part of the ell. 

Ebenezer’s energy and skills lead to successes in a number of other business ventures.  Even while the es-
tates of Henry Know were reduced.  Alden’s apple and honey business thrived; he even imported a queen 
been from Italy to improve the honey. (7)  He built the first carding mill in Union and had interest in a grist 
mill. (8)  He oversaw brick production: certainly bricks in his house are his products.  Also, he continued to 
assist in house building: several area homes reflect details similar to his own. 

Stepping into the Ebenezer Alden house, over 200 years drop away.  One enjoys the gracious spaces laid 
out by a master carpenter.  “The House, which has been beautifully restored, testifies to the consummate 
skill and taste of this extraordinary craftsman.” (9)   His work shows the heritage craftsmanship see in the 
house of John Alden, the Pilgrim. (10)  

The Ebenezer Alden House has been on the National Register of Historic Places since 1975. 

1. Beard, Frank A. and Bette A. Smith, MAINE’S HISTORIC PLACES,  Camden, ME: Down East 
Books, 1962, p. 246. 

2. Banks, William Nathaniel, “the Ebenezer Alden House. Union, Maine.”  THE MAGAZINE AN-
TIQUES, ????????   (July , 1990) .  p 137. 

3. Ibid., P. 134-141. 

4. Editors, “The Alden House in Union.” Maine 69: ARCHITECTURE AND CONSTRUCTION. 2:2 
(May/June, 1969). p 14-16, 20. 

5. Endereby, Eric, Alexander Greenwood and David Larkin, BARN, Boston : Houghton Nifflin Co., 1992. 
p 65 (lower) 

6. Pain, William, PRACTICAL HOUSE CARPENTER, Boston : William Norman, 1796 

7. Banks. p 140 

8. Sibley, John Langdon. A HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF UNION.  Portland: Dresser, McLellan & Co., 
1851. P. 109  

9. Thompson, Deborah, MAINE FORMS OF AMERICAN ARCHITECTURE.  Camden, ME: Downeast 
Magazine, 1976. p 77. 

10. Teal, Alice C., “The John Alden House. Duxbury, Massachusetts”  THE MAYFLOWER QUARTER-
LY.  65:2 (May, 1998) p. 113-123 
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PHSK Officers and Appointees  

Barbara Lewis Williams, Governor  

Richard Long, Assistant Governor  

Christine Strassel Tissot, Secretary  

Scott Alan Samson, Treasurer  

Rev. Frank Williams (interim), Chaplain/Elder  

Open position, Internal Auditor,  

Judith Ann Read Elfring, Genealogist  

Guy Moellendorf, Archivist  

Joseph Howland Wood, Webmaster  

Robert F. Sampson, Newsletter Editor  

Debra Georgantis Miller, Education  

Judy Elfring, Membership   

 

 

Your article could go here….. 



AN EXCELLENT GIFT FOR YOUR 
LOCAL SCHOOL!   
 
Deb Miller, our Pilgrim Henry Samson Kindred 
Education Chair , has introduced a curriculum, 
"Mayflower and Me" for schools, nationwide. 
Her curriculum has been endorsed by authors 
and educational professionals worldwide. 
See:       http://www.sail1620.org/educational/48-
materials/126-mayflower-and-me.html 
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ABRAHAM SAMPSON DESCENDANT REPORT 
The “work in progress” Abraham Sampson 
Descendant Report on 
www.PilgrimHenrySamsonKindred.org has again been 
updated, thanks to Webmaster Joe Wood. It has now 
grown to 1348 pages of text and 181 pages of all name 
index (with dates). Some lines have been brought 13 
generations up to 2009! It is downloadable as a PDF to 
one and all. Because of its length, it is suggested that 
you save it and not print it. However, sources are NOT 
included. They, along with any other type of PDF e-
mail reports, are available for FREE to any member 
just for the asking (see the instructions on the Website 
for what other reports are available). Non-members are 
charged $25 for reports with sources.  
 
 
No details about living descendants are included.  

  
  

 

 

*A����� D���* 

REMINDER: Our Kindred fiscal year runs from 1 
July to 30 June. 2015-2016.   Annual dues are $15.00 for 
one year, three years at $45.00 or five years at 
$75.00.   

Your dues support our important projects. We would also 
like to place appropriate memorials to both Henry and 
Abraham in Duxbury where they both lived, in Plymouth 
where Henry initially owned property, and as well in the 
All Saints Church in Campton, Bedfordshire, where 
Abraham was baptized   

Your dues also supports this thrice a year newsletter. We 
also need to complete obtaining not-for-profit 501(c)3 
status to make more attractive financial gifts to our 
PHSK. Until that status is obtained, we never-the-less 
welcome “non tax deductible” donations. They may be 
included with your dues. Non-payment of dues  may 
result in removal from our membership and mailing list.  
Checks should be made payable to “PHSK” and 
forwarded to: 

 Scott Samson, Treasurer PHSK 
 PO Box 302  
 Lisbon Falls, ME 04252-1221 
NB: M������ ��� ���� ������ ������ A����-J��� 2015 
�� NOT ���� �� ��� ���������� 2015-2016 ����! 
E�����’� T�����:  A����� �������� ��� ������� �� ��� “S�����” ���  
��������� $180. T���� 34% (!) ��������� ��� “L����� C����” �-������� 
���� ����� ��  $90! P������ �� ��� �� �� �� ����� ���� ����. 

 

Interesting links: 

http://www.sail1620.org/   Society of Mayflower Descend-
ants in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania  

http://boards.ancestry.com/surnames.samson/mb.ashx  An-
cestry Message Board for “Samson” 

http://boards.ancestry.com/surnames.sampson/mb.ashx  An-
cestry Message Board for “Sampson” 

http://www.duxburyhistory.org/   Duxbury Rural and His-
torical Society 

http://www.archives.com/1940census   Search currently 
indexed portions of the 1940 census.  Not all of the 1940 
census is indexed at this time.  If you would like help in-
dex the 1940 census please see  https://
the1940census.com/?
gclid=CMfGuPzTuq8CFRGAhwodMVp_hw  

 

Your Article Could Go Here. 




