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DID YOU PAY YOUR DUES?                      PLEASE SEE PAGE 12 

Samson Kindred's Governor's Corner 

 

   On this beautiful spring day in South Carolina, 
my thoughts are turning to the cousins of the 
Pilgrim Henry Samson Kindred. The older that I 
get, the more important family becomes whether 
it be past, present, or future. Our children and 
grands need to know of their heritage. One very 
important way is to have your DNA done. (More 
about this in another article.) 

   Many of you are volunteering for various 
activities in your community, church, and 
genealogy groups. I am pleased to inform you that 
our PHSK Archivist and Assistant, Guy 
Moellendorf, is the newly installed Washington  
State Society of Mayflower Descendants 
Governor! Congratulations, Guy! 

   You will have another chance to see the church 
where Henry Samson was baptized by joining the 
GSMD Historic Sites Tour  2015. The same 
baptismal font is still in use. The Tour 2013 spent 
an entire day in Henlow and was invited to a 
baptismal service. 

   Our goals this year will be membership and 
DNA. I will be contacting you by phone or email 
for a personal connection. What are some ideas 
that you may have for the Kindred?  

   I look forward to working with each of you in 
2015. 

 

 

Barb Williams 

Do We Have Any Attorneys In The 
House? 

 
    The Samson Kindred membership list does not 
state occupations. We are in need of a lawyer to be 
in an Appointee position for Counselor. Interested 
persons, please contact the Samson Governor.  

 

 

 HELP WANTED!!!!  

    The Abraham Sampson Database resides 
in “Legacy,” a prominent genealogy 
application, and was administered, with user 
input, by our dear Stacy B. C. Wood. With 
his passing, we will need someone to take it 
over. Are you interested? 

 

 

 



   Page 2    THE SAMSON KINDRED SPIRIT     Spring 2015 

H��� � S�����/S������ ������� ���� ���  ����� ���� �� �����? N����� E����� B�� S������ . S�� ���� 12 ��� �������. 

Dear Friends 

   Here we are half way through March 2015 already.  Time goes fast when you are having fun! 

   During the winter we just had a sprinkling of snow a few weeks ago, and it didn’t come to much.  The days 
are getting lighter, and we put the clocks forward at the end of the month. 

   Christmas was a very busy and happy time here in Henlow.  The local choir gave a Christmas Concert just 
before Christmas, and the Children’s Service on Christmas Eve afternoon was very well attended.  There was 
Midnight Mass in the evening, and we went to the Christmas morning service (I can’t do evenings now). 

   Our most exciting enterprise here at St Mary’s is the involvement of the children.  Our monthly Sunday 
Club which takes place during the Sunday service started about 4 years ago (until  my illness I was one of the 
teachers).  We now have The Jumping Dolphins who meet on a Tuesday after school and do various activi-
ties.  Before Christmas they learnt to use the hand bells, and gave a rendition of We wish you a merry Christ-
mas and Jingle Bells in church.  They have done drama and stained glass windows (plastic).  We are now in-
stigating Crafty Kids which will meet one Saturday morning a month and will cover all kinds of craft work. 

   We have been undertaking a study course during Lent (the run up to Easter) which has proved very interest-
ing, and we hope to start another one after Easter about the Creeds. 

   Once a month Alan and myself and two others go into the local school (ages 5 to 9) and act out bible stories 
to the children (in costume!)  They love this – and so do we!  It’s called Open the Book and is overseen by the 
Bible Society. 

   A few changes in the village in that there are few planning applications for new housing.  Not a bad thing in 
itself provided the schools, health centres and utilities can cope.  A lot of new people get very involved in vil-
lage life, and people have to have somewhere to live. 

   Our new Sports Pavilion in the park was opened at the end of December by Alistair Cooke, former Captain 
of the England Cricket team – a great village event attended by a lot of people (mulled wine and mince pies).  
This will be a good asset to the village providing facilities for changing rooms, meeting rooms for village or-
ganisations, and looks so much better than the old building which was nearly falling down. 

   With every good wish. 

   Love from 

    Jackie and Alan Painter 

Submit Your Article 
Do you have a good ar�cle you would like to see published in The Pilgrim Henry Samson Spirit Newsle�er?  
Send ar�cles to PHSK Editor Bob Sampson  
 

William Bradford’s book on the History of “Plimoth Plantation” was made into an eBook by The Project 
Gutenberg.  The following is an HTML link to the book. 

https://www.gutenberg.org/files/24950/24950-h/24950-h.htm#a1621 



Regarding the recent "Mayflower Quarterly", 

 

   The March 2015 Edition of the Mayflower Quarterly" has an article about the family of Jacob and Salome 
L. (Sprout) Sampson, descendant of Pilgrim Henry Samson.  

   Are any of our Pilgrim Henry Samson Kindred members descended from them?    If you are, send a reply 
to   our "Spirit" Editor, Bob Sampson. 
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  At the Washington States Society of Mayflower Descendants’ 
March 22, 2015, luncheon at the Tacoma Yacht Club, our member 
Guy Moellendorf was elected Washington Society Governor for a 
two-year term.  This coincided with GSMD Governor General Lea 
Filson’s visit to the state, so she performed the officer induction 
ceremony.  Washington State has about 380 members.   

  Guy has previously held the office of DGG, Captain and has been 
the state society newsletter editor since November 2007.  Guy is 
also a member of the Pilgrim Hopkins Heritage Society (Stephen 
Hopkins, ancestor) and Winslow Heritage Society (John Winslow, 
ancestor). Additional Mayflower ancestors include John Alden, 
William Bradford, Peter Brown, and Francis Cooke.   

   He took the excellent GSMD’s Historic Sites Tour of England 
and Holland in 2007 and would recommend the 2015 trip to all 
Mayflower descendants.  

Congratulations Guy. 
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PHSK Education Chair suggested Reading. 

Research news from Scrooby. 
  There was once a poor widow with a young child. Her late father in law had left land, 
the profits of which were intended to help with the upbringing of his grandchild until 
he came of age. The widow’s child was taken by a man, ‘B’, purporting to be acting 
on the dead grandfather’s wishes. He took control of the property and put the child to 
live with an uncle. By and by the child made his way back to his mother hungry and ill-
clothed. Instead of nurturing the boy the uncle had used him to tend his swine. 

 
  When the widow went to court to try to gain the guardianship of her child, and mon-
ey from the grandfather’s estate to raise him, she described the thought of sending 
her child back into the control of ‘B’ as like being asked to hand a lamb into the care 
of a wolf. She also claimed that ‘B’ was trying to appropriate the late grandfather’s 
property for himself. 

  Earlier another young man had also taken ‘B’ to court, claiming that ‘B’ had cheated 
him out of his inheritance after ‘B’ had had been entrusted to oversee the lad’s dead 
father’s estate. 

  Then there was the widow of the Archbishop of York who took ‘B’ to court accusing 
him of financial irregularities when dealing with her late husband’s affair. 

  ‘B’ had also been forced to take legal action himself to stop the widespread rumours 
reverberating  around Scrooby that he had been seen committing adultery with a 
maidservant in a field. But who was ‘B’? 

  Along with many other insights into Pilgrim Brewster’s extended family at Scrooby, in 
her latest book ‘Mary and William Brewster – Parents of a Pilgrim’ (due out this summer) 
Allan reproduces the transcripts of original documents which shockingly reveal ‘B’ to 
be none other than the father of Pilgrim William Brewster. (To keep up with Sue’s latest 
findings and to details of this limited edition book why not join her Sue Allan Author 
Page on Facebook?) 

 

  Brewster aficionados may also be interested two other of Allan’s books. ‘In Search of 
Scrooby Manor’ is crammed full of new research, illustrations and information about 
Pilgrim William Brewster’s childhood home and its fabulous history which expands upon 
her recent lecture in Lancaster as guest of the SMDPA. 

 

  ‘James Brewster, Bawtry Chapel & A Trybe of Wicked People’ focusses the reader’s 
attention upon1580’s England - a time of great fear.        (continued next page)                 
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(continued from previous page)   

   As numerous attempts were made to assassinate Queen Elizabeth I, suspicion and perse-
cution of Catholics within the realm had reached frightening new heights. Every faithful 
Protestant Englishman knew that if an assassin succeeded in murdering the Queen, then 
the Pope would impose a Catholic monarch upon the English throne thus placing all of 
their lives in grave danger.  

   Just a mile or two from the Brewster family home at Scrooby lay the small town of Bawtry. 
It was home to the Catholic Morton family who seethed hatred for the Queen and all 
things Protestant. So much so that Elizabeth’s chief spymaster described the extended Mor-
ton family as ‘a trybe of wicked people’ and the town itself as ‘a most dangerous place. 
Alan’s book tells the story of the conflict between the Brewster and Morton families against 
the back drop of these troubled times, and in particular of the ministry of the Reverend 
James Brewster, the brother of our Mayflower Pilgrim.   

   Allan believes that by understanding this conflict a new dimension and understanding 
suddenly brings new light to the courageous struggle of the Separatists how the draconian 
Elizabethan laws designed to cower Catholic subjects equally threatened their freedom 
also. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘In Search of Scrooby Manor’ and ‘James Brewster, Bawtry Chapel & A Trybe of Wicked People’ are availa-
ble now from www.domtom.co.uk priced £14.99 ($22.32 USD) plus P&P. 

 

. 
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A DNA Mystery 

     Where do we come from? I have always been interested in my roots. We used to call 
them "roots" then, but now "genes" and "DNA". At an early age, I asked my Grandmother 
the ques�on of "Where do I come  from?" She replied, "The Lewis family came from 
Wales, and my grandfather came from Sweden."That  was it. 

     Later, tracing the Lewes/Lewis Family, my line was from Brenchley, England in the 
County of Kent.  With all the genealogy websites, the leading hobby now is family history. 
Being intrigued by DNA, the decision was made to have it done! It was hard to make a 
choice, but 23AndMe became my mystery family line.  The kit arrived, and I spit out the 
required amount of saliva. Sending all on its way, the wait became exci�ng!  When the re-
sults were in, my data became a base for others to be informed that he or she shared a 
certain amount of my DNA.  With no names men�oned, a story will be shared with you.   

     A few weeks ago  while looking at the names posted with my DNA line, I found a 2nd to 
4th cousin. Never before had a line been closer. Intrigued, I emailed the person. Sharing 
personal info, our places of residence "coincided a  bit". This person had been adopted. 
However, being one of the more fortunate people, knew the names of the natural father 
and mother. X had been looking for years for any data, and was almost ready to give up.   
Because of keeping up with my great aunts and uncles, their locali�es were known. In to-
day's world, most people do not keep up with aunts and uncles, never mind the great 
ones!!  It took many hours of my �me to trace the children, grandchildren, and great 
grands. Marriages of each needed to be found. One day, there was the mystery!! I was 
dumbfounded! IF I HAD NOT KNOWN my great aunt's loca�on in later life, my  2nd to 4th 
cousin would have given up the idea of ever finding any part of the birth family.   

    Today, a reunion is being planned for next year. Photos show the strong family resem-
blance. He/She is mee�ng half  Brothers and sisters, plus cousins, etc. I will always treas-
ure the email sent calling me, "My Hero"!  No, I  am not a hero, but delighted with the 
knowledge that we have today available to us.  BUT, without keeping in touch with our 
most recent family, we might lose something very important. 

     Do you have a great aunt or uncle living? Call or write to them. They are part of your 
important family and DNA. 

Barbara Williams 
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The Continued Meaning of the May-
flower Compact 
Speech Delivered by Assistant Governor Janet A. Springer on the occasion 
of the rededication of the Pilgrim monument on Kelly Drive, Philadelphia 
on May 3, 1998. 

By Janet A. Springer 

'The Pilgrim' (1904) by the famous sculptor, Augustus Saint-
Gaudens. 

    Friends, Philadelphians and fellow Americans, every great 
city is dotted with statues. Most people pass by them without 
giving them a second thought, which is unfortunate, because 
the statues are there to teach us something. They are there to 
remind us of the great deeds done by our forebears. They are 
there to remind us of things we should never forget. 

    Our city has statues of our Philadelphia heroes, such as Wil-
liam Penn and Benjamin Franklin and John Wanamaker. It has statues of great Americans, such as George 
Washington. But this one is different. It doesn't honor a single person, it honors a whole group of people. 

    Three hundred and seventy eight years ago, a little band of people we now call the Pilgrims, who want-
ed to worship God in their own way and build a community based on brotherhood, left their friends and 
relations in England and came to a strange country none of them had ever seen. 

    If you have ever seen Massachusetts in December, you will know they did not receive a warm wel-
come. Half of them died that first winter, and probably the whole colony would have died out had it not 
been for the help of the Indians with whom they made friends, concluded treaties and—we are proud to 
say—with whom the never broke their word or cheated them out of their property. 

    But what is it that we should remember about these people? What is the lesson this statue has to teach 
us? Simply this: That these people were the first to lay the foundations of our Freedoms as Americans. 
The Mayflower Compact, which they signed on board their tiny ship before they ever came ashore, was 
the seed of democratic government in this land. 

    The Pilgrims were the first Americans to realize that all power in a community stems, not from a king 
or a dictator or a small group of elite nobles, but from the people themselves. By the consent of the people 
is the great idea we inherit from the Pilgrim fathers. It is the fundamental principle of this city, of this 
Commonwealth and of this Nation. It is the shining idea we taught to the rest of the world, encouraging 
each country to govern itself, not by storm troopers or secret police, but by the will of the majority freely 
expressed at the polls. 

    This is the great idea which toppled the French aristocrats and gave birth to democracy in Europe. This 
is the great idea which changed the British parliament from a select       (continued on next page)              



 
    Page 8      THE SAMSON KINDRED SPIRIT   Spring 2015 

H��� � S�����/S������ ������� ���� ���  ����� ���� �� �����? N����� E����� B�� S������ . S�� ���� 12 ��� �������. 

(continued from previous page)   group of king's cronies into a freely elected popular assembly. This is 
the great idea which inspired the Allies to defeat the forces of fascism. this is the great idea which only 
recently tore down the Berlin Wall and freed the countries of eastern Europe from the tyranny of com-
munism. 

    When the Pilgrims agreed in their Mayflower Compact that they would form a community of self-
governing individuals, they started something which has spread throughout the world, so that the coun-
tries still under the heel of undemocratic regimes now form an isolated minority. The democracy which 
started in the cabin of the Mayflower is on the march. It has swept through Latin America and Europe and 
the Pacific Ocean, and is now hammering on the doors of the few remaining dictatorships in Africa and 
Asia, and nothing can stop it. 

    The lesson taught by this statue is one that Americans have returned to at every crisis in our history. 
When Thomas Jefferson wrote in the Declaration of Independence that all men are born free and endowed 
by their Creator with certain rights. When Thomas Paine wrote The Present Crisis, a pamphlet to encour-
age the freezing and starving Continental Army at Valley Forge, he hammered home the principles of the 
Mayflower Compact. When James Madison crafted the Constitution that continues as the world's oldest 
form of republican government, he was echoing the Mayflower Compact. When Abraham Lincoln spoke 
of government of the people, by the people and for the people he was virtually quoting the Mayflower 
Compact. 

    When the United Nations formulated a statement of basic freedoms and human rights in direct contra-
diction to Nazi ideas of military dictatorship and racial inequality, they were restating the ideas of the 
Mayflower Compact. When Nelson Mandela continued to press for democratic principles, even from a 
prison cell where he was held for twenty-seven years, he appealed to the basic Americanism of the May-
flower Compact. And when the Chinese students shook their fists and held up their posters and erected 
their own Statue of Liberty in Tienanmen Square, one of the documents the quoted in support of their be-
liefs was the Mayflower Compact. Wherever there are freedom fighters, the Pilgrim Fathers are smiling 
down on them with heartfelt approval. 

    This statue is here to remind us that freedom in only won with sacrifices and, if the people do not con-
tinually protect it, can easily be lost. It is here to call to remembrance our priceless heritage as Americans. 

    And, therefore it is appropriate to note that on the gravestone of Governor Bradford, one of the greatest 
of the Pilgrim fathers, is a Latin inscription which captures the very essence of the message this statue has 
for us, now and for all time, it says "What the Fathers achieved with such great difficulty, do not go easi-
ly." 

    Thank you and God bless you all. 
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WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING would you not have found in Plimoth Colony? Circle ONLY 
those pictures.  

You should have circled C, E, G and J. “A” is a Del� (Dutch) dish made ca. 1680-1700. “B” is an 
oak and birch wooden beer tankard (mug) of the Pilgrim Peter Brown family. “C” is a school 
house and any schooling Pilgrim children had was in their home! “D” is a claw hammer made 
around 1625 owned by Thomas Cushman who came on the Fortune in 1621. “E” is an fire en-
gine from the 1700s. The Pilgrims would have used wooden buckets to fight fires. “F” is a 
mas�ff and one came on the Mayflower (name un known) along with an English Springer 
Spaniel. “G” is a coconut and an unlikely item in Plimoth. “H” is Gov. Bradford’s 1634 silver 
cup. “I” is a canoe and both the na�ve people and the Pilgrims used canoes.   

The banana.,“J,” made its first appearance in the U.S. in the 1860s. “K” is a pewter spoon that 
belonged to Pilgrim John Howland. A, B, D and H are in the Pilgrim Hall collec�on. K is at the 
Jabez Howland House in Plymouth. 
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DID YOU PAY YOUR DUES?                         PLEASE SEE PAGE 12 

What you see here is a 
slight merging of DNA 
samples from the Sam-
son and Sampson partic-
ipats in the Mayflower 
DNA project.  Assuming 
the first column which 
indicates the most dis-
tant relative of Henry 
Samson and the next two 
lines that indicate Law-
rence and Abraham 
Sampson as the most 
distant relative, one 
would, I believe, con-
clude that the Henry and 
Abraham were related. 

I am not a student of 
DNA or how to interpret 
DNA  so feel free to 
draw your own conclu-
sions.   

To see these chart in its 
original format please 
see:   
www.familytreedna.com
/public/
mayflowersociety/
default.aspx?
section=ycolorized 

 

 

Bob Sampson 
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Pilgrim Historic Sites Tour  
September, 2015  

England and Holland 

  

Barbara Williams, the GSMD Historic Sites Committee chairperson announced there will be a tour in 
2015 of the important Pilgrim historic sites in England and Holland.   

Several WA state society members have taken this tour and returned enthusiastic about the sites seen of 
places occupied by our Mayflower ancestors.  This is the most complete tour of any offered on Pilgrim sites. 

  

Day1—15 Sept (Tue) - Arrive London. During 14 days by coach tour, see London (including Bucking-
ham Palace), then make a large loop of sites through England.  Ferry from Harwich to the Hook of Holland. 
In Holland, see Delfshaven, Amsterdam, Leiden.  Day 15 — 29 Sept (Tue) Depart Amsterdam. 

  

A detailed itinerary is at: 

http://www.washingtonmayflower.org/gsmdtour.pdf  

PHSK Officers and Appointees 

Barbara Lewis Williams, Governor  

Richard Long, Assistant Governor  

Christine Strassel Tissot, Secretary  

Scott Alan Samson, Treasurer  

Rev. Frank Williams (interim), Chaplain/Elder  

Open position, Internal Auditor,  

Judith Ann Read Elfring, Genealogist  

Guy Moellendorf, Historian  

Joseph Howland Wood, Webmaster  

Robert F. Sampson, Newsletter Editor  

Debra Georgantis Miller, Education  

Scott Alan Samson, Membership  

Muriel Curtis Cushing, Samson/Sampson Y-DNA Project  



AN EXCELLENT GIFT FOR YOUR 
LOCAL SCHOOL!   
 
Deb Miller, our Pilgrim Henry Samson Kindred 
Education Chair , has introduced a curriculum, 
"Mayflower and Me" for schools, nationwide. 
Her curriculum has been endorsed by authors 
and educational professionals worldwide. 
See:       http://www.sail1620.org/educational/48-
materials/126-mayflower-and-me.html 
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ABRAHAM SAMPSON DESCENDANT REPORT 
The “work in progress” Abraham Sampson 
Descendant Report on 
www.PilgrimHenrySamsonKindred.org has again been 
updated, thanks to Webmaster Joe Wood. It has now 
grown to 1348 pages of text and 181 pages of all name 
index (with dates). Some lines have been brought 13 
generations up to 2009! It is downloadable as a PDF to 
one and all. Because of its length, it is suggested that 
you save it and not print it. However, sources are NOT 
included. They, along with any other type of PDF e-
mail reports, are available for FREE to any member 
just for the asking (see the instructions on the Website 
for what other reports are available). Non-members are 
charged $25 for reports with sources.  
 
See Help Wanted on page 1 
 
No details about living descendants are included.  

  
  

 

 

*A����� D���* 

REMINDER: Our Kindred fiscal year runs from 1 
July to 30 June. 2014-2015.   Annual dues are $15.00 for 
one year, three years at $45.00 or five years at 
$75.00.   

Your dues support our important projects. We would also 
like to place appropriate memorials to both Henry and 
Abraham in Duxbury where they both lived, in Plymouth 
where Henry initially owned property, and as well in the 
All Saints Church in Campton, Bedfordshire, where 
Abraham was baptized   

Your dues also supports this thrice a year newsletter. We 
also need to complete obtaining not-for-profit 501(c)3 
status to make more attractive financial gifts to our 
PHSK. Until that status is obtained, we never-the-less 
welcome “non tax deductible” donations. They may be 
included with your dues. Non-payment of dues  may 
result in removal from our membership and mailing list.  
Checks should be made payable to “PHSK” and 
forwarded to: 

 Scott Samson, Treasurer PHSK 
 PO Box 302  
 Lisbon Falls, ME 04252-1221 
NB: M������ ��� ���� ������ ������ A����-J��� 2014 
�� NOT ���� �� ��� ���������� 2014-2015 ����! 
E�����’� T�����:  A����� �������� ��� ������� �� ��� “S�����” ���  
��������� $180. T���� 34% (!) ��������� ��� “L����� C����” �-������� 
���� ����� ��  $90! P������ �� ��� �� �� �� ����� ���� ����. 

 

Interesting links: 

http://www.sail1620.org/   Society of Mayflower Descend-
ants in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania  

http://boards.ancestry.com/surnames.samson/mb.ashx  An-
cestry Message Board for “Samson” 

http://boards.ancestry.com/surnames.sampson/mb.ashx  An-
cestry Message Board for “Sampson” 

http://www.duxburyhistory.org/   Duxbury Rural and His-
torical Society 

http://www.archives.com/1940census   Search currently 
indexed portions of the 1940 census.  Not all of the 1940 
census is indexed at this time.  If you would like help in-
dex the 1940 census please see  https://
the1940census.com/?
gclid=CMfGuPzTuq8CFRGAhwodMVp_hw  

 

Your Article Could Go Here. 




