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Samson Kindred's Governor's Corner 

December 2013 

Dear Pilgrim Henry Samson Cousins, 

It has been a pleasure sharing emails or calls with 
many of you during the process of compiling a 
membership directory. It will be nice to know where 
our nearest cousins are! I have had emails with one in 
Charlotte, NC, and we hope to meet soon. Also, 
phoned a cousin in Franklin, NC, while Frank and I 
were there for an Appalachian Trail Meeting. You are 
fascinating people doing wonderful things!! 

The most important item will be our Triennial 
Meeting in Plymouth, Friday September  5, 2014 at 
the Radisson. It will be from about 10:30 to 2:00 p.m. 
and include cousin fellowship, lunch, short business 
meeting, and the program. I will be your speaker to 
tell about the GSMD Historic Sites Tour Day in 
Henlow.  

Another really neat item is DNA. I want to encourage 
you to have yours done. Many are in the $99 range at 
the moment. Mine was done with 23 and Me which is 
now having some problems with the FDA. However, 
my results hit the nail on the head with the health data 
concerning my family history. My son is doing 
Ancestry.Com, and son-in-law, Family Tree Finder. 
We can hardly wait for their results!! 

I want to wish all of you a wonderful Christmas 
season. The New Year will find many of us meeting 
in Plymouth. We have been given a great legacy. Let 
us not take it for granted!  

With all best wishes, 

 

Do We Have Any Attorneys In The 
House? 

 
The Samson Kindred membership list does not state 
occupations. We are in need of a lawyer to be in an 
Appointee position for Counselor. Interested 
persons, please contact the Samson Governor.

 HELP WANTED!!!! The Abraham 
Sampson Database resides in “Legacy,” a 
prominent genealogy application, and was 
administered, with user input, by our dear 
Stacy B. C. Wood. With his passing, we will 
need someone to take it over. Are you 
interested? 

 

The Pilgrim Henry Samson Kindred will have its 
Sep 2014 Luncheon Meeting at the Radisson Hotel, 
Plymouth, MA, Friday September 5th, from 10:30 to 
2:00 p.m. There will be cousin fellowship, lunch, 
short business meeting and the program. Barbara 
Williams, PHSK Governor, will speak about the 
GSMD Historic Sites Tour Day in Henlow. 
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From: Barbara Williams
Date: Thu, Jul 4, 2013 at 2:39 PM 
Subject: Historic Sites Tour 2013 
To: Jackie & Alan Painter

4 July 2013 

 Greetings from the state of Washington celebrating the birthday of our country!!! 

 I wish to thank everyone at St. Mary's for the wonderful day spent with you on 26th May. You were so gra-
cious. God supplied beautiful weather!! 

 The group was busy investigating the church, taking photos, drinking tea, etc. before the service. The ser-
vice itself was lovely. It was the only church service during the tour. We felt, not only close to God, but also 
to the forefathers, Tilley and Samson.  

 James E. Burgess has a wonderful family. We appreciate them being there on that special day. He is de-
scended through the Cooper line which includes Agnes/Ann Cooper, wife of Edward Tilley. 

 The walk to Henlow Parish Hall was nice. The Hall is such an asset for the community. We enjoyed the fab-
ulous meal made possible by the kind women of St. Mary's.  

 Jackie and Alan, we appreciate you so much!!! Your informative letters sent to the Pilgrim Henry Samson 
Kindred throughout the year are most welcome. This is the third time for the Kindred to visit. I feel that we 
are "old friends" by now! As you know, it is probably impossible to get a whole busload of Samson descend-
ants, but the two of us enjoyed our stay. There were five Howland/Tilley descendants on the tour as well. 
They were amazed to see the replica of the spoon and the plaque. Surely, the blessing was ours! 

 Thanks to the tour guides who led us around Henlow. James led us through the streets to see beautiful 
homes, flowers, and even a mayflower tree!! We went down to the Champneys Henlow and looked inside. 
The fields were so green with spring flowers and sheep. It was just about time for the Holy Baptism when 
the path led us back to St. Mary's. Alan was there to greet us and say, "Please sit on either of the sides." 

 The service was very meaningful. It brought images of how Henry and Elizabeth might have been baptized. 
Using the same font of the ages, little Robynne Anne Reid was baptized into the Heavenly Kingdom. Her 
parents were so happy. God bless each of them. 

 Thanks, too, for the Reverend Sue Groom who lead us in worship, communion, and baptism. The day was a 
very spiritual one which was most befitting for the descendants of the Mayflower who valued their Christian 
faith immensely. 

 Until we meet again, on this earth or in the Heavens, thank you from the bottom of our hearts!!! 

 With love, 

  

Barbara Williams, GSMD Historic Site Chair 



Left to Right—Barbara Williams, Alan 
Painter, Jackie Painter, Ray Raser 
(Governor of San Diego Colony)  

Left to Right—Ray Raser, James Bur-
gess (Eucharist Minister ), Barbara 
Williams 

These photos, and the others on pages 11 and 12 were taken during the GSMD Historic Sites Tour visit at St. 
Mary’s Church, Henlow, England, May 26, 2013. 
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November 5, 2013 

Dear Friends, 

  

I cannot believe it is nearly Christmas already. 

 After the summer holidays everything in the village has started up again.  In September we 
had our annual concert by the Salvation Army Band, which was a really good evening.  It 
was a mixture of religious music, plus popular and pop! 

 Harvest in October was a lovely occasion - the church was beautifully decorated, and after 
the service we had a bring and share lunch in the church.  I think in the US you call them 
brown bag lunches.  November has brought the village bonfire and fireworks evening.  This 
is held in the Millennium Field which is just a little way behind the church, and very popu-
lar, particularly with young families, as fireworks are prohibitively expensive. 

 This weekend is Remembrance Sunday with a short ceremony at the War Memorial (in the 
centre of the village on the High Street) and then a service in church.  The scouts and guides, 
British Legion and cadets from RAF Henlow all play a part in this. 

 Things will then start to heat up in the run up to Christmas. 

 On the personal front, we are well, but I have broken my arm after a fall at the beginning of 
October.  It is just where the arm joins the shoulder, so cannot be put in a cast, so I have to 
have my arm in a sling, and it will probably take about 3 months to heal, and I will need ex-
tensive physiotherapy.  Fortunately it is my left arm and I am right-handed. 

 We do hope you all have a happy time at Christmas, and we wish you a peaceful and pros-
perous New Year. 

 Love from us both, 

  

Jackie and Alan Painter 
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A Forever Stamp for Deborah Samson      The USPS  Postmaster General in Washington DC is being 
petitioned. 

Please feel free to contact Steve Connolly if  you would like to learn more about this Stamp- project.  And go to 
www.deborahsamson.com to follow the very latest finds about Deborah on this growing site.  

If ever there was a person in the Samson line deserving of honor and respect we think it is Deborah Sampson (1760-1827).  
During the American Revolution she enlisted of her own free will as “Robert Shurtlieff”, to defend our fledging country in 
its quest for independence from British rule, as a member of the light infantry in the 4th Massachusetts Regiment of the 
Continental Army. Many people have endorsed or celebrated her cause over the centuries, starting in:                                                                                               
1)  1786 with retired Captain Henry Jackson attesting on her behalf as a 
“faithful and good soldier”                                                                              
2)  The 1791 endorsement letter by Capt. Eliphalet Thorpe stating she 
“performed the duty of a good soldier”.                                                            
3)  In 1792 there was John Hancock’s back pay approval of her petition to 
the Statehouse,                                                                                                 
4)  Paul Revere in 1804, with his successful petition on behalf of Deborah, 
to members of Congress in Washington for a pension for this wounded inva-
lid soldier.                                                                                                                        
5)  In 1943 the power family headed by Frank E Gannett dedicated a WWII  
Liberty Ship called the Deborah Gannett .                                                                                                                                                                                   
6)  In 1983 Governor Michael Dukakis named Deborah Samson Gannett the 
State of Massachusetts Heroine and declared May 23rd as Deborah Samson 
Gannett Day.  
7)  And in 2013 a petition is underway for a Deborah Samson Forever 
stamp, with endorsements from 12 Historical Societies., and some descend-
ants, genealogists, historians, book authors, and members of Congress plus, 
at this writing, 3 Senators.  We have visited and photographed the grave-
stones of her ancestors like great great Grandfather Isaac Samson, great 
Grandfather Jonathan Samson , and great Grandmother Joanna Samson.  
And as requested be the USPS, we found and photographed the marriage 
records of Deborah, her parents, brothers and sisters.  Some examples, are 
shown below of Benjamin Gannett to Deborah Samson of Sharon, Jonathan 
Samson to Deborah Bradford in Plympton, brother Nehemiah Samson to 

Paul Revere with Deborah Sam-
son Gannett  at Cobb’s Tavern in 

Deborah’s parents 

Deborah’s 
brother          
Nehemiah 

Deborah’s brother  
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Earlier this year John Bird of Byron, WI gave a presentation on Henry Sampson to the Byron 
Historical Society Annual Meeting.  Great work John... 

 

 
Mayflower descendants gathered at the BHS Annual 
Meeting in March. They are (front L-R) Robert Bird, John 
Bird, Linda Sampson Vollmer; (back) Maggie Bird 
McCullough, Catherine Lamb, Dan Lamb, Nancy 
Leonhardt , Lou Ann Fauska, Mike Bird, and Paul 
Schwefel 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

P.O. Box 466 

Byron WI 53006 

 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Byron WI, March 5, 2013 - Byron native John Bird, a10th generation descendant of Mayflower passenger 
Henry Samson, will be the guest speaker at the Byron Historical Society Annual meeting on Monday, March 
18, 2013, at 7 p.m. at the Byron Town Hall. The event is open to the public.  
 

Bird’s presentation will focus on his ancestor’s travel to America as a 16-year-old, one of the 102 passengers 
aboard the Mayflower. Samson was among the 53 who survived the hardships of the first winter.  The 
Samson family has been traced to Massachusetts, New York, Vermont and eventually to the Towns of Byron 
and Lomira. One of Samson’s male descendants is a veteran of the American Revolution and a female 
relative, Deborah Sampson, joined the Continental Army disguised as a man. She received a military pension 
for her service. 

  

Bird became interested in his ancestor’s story when his grandmother, Maude Abigail Sampson, mentioned the 
Mayflower connection. “I've been researching off and on for a long time,” according to Bird.  Mayflower 
descendants in the area include the family names of Bird, Graham, Schwefel, Lamb, Reynolds, and Kuen.  
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Letters requested to help in the funding of the Pilgrim Heritage Center in Scrooby…... 

 

Date: Sun, Nov 17, 2013 at 12:18 PM 
Subject: Pilgrim Heritage Center, Scrooby 
To: Barbara Williams 
 

Dear Barb -- I hope this fall is finding both of you well. I'm sending you this because I hope you can 
help me get the word out. I received this today from Sue Allan. The time has come for the group that 
hosted us in Scrooby back in May to act on the funding for the Pilgrim Heritage Center in Scrooby. 
The proposed site is a 200-year old barn directly next door to the Pilgrim Fathers' Pub where our 
lunch was hosted. Below I have copied Sue's plea for help. She doesn't want money -- just letters. Cer-
tainly, our group can do something to help. Do you have a list of emails for our group? Can you for-
ward this to them? 

 Letters should be sent to Sue  

  Come on folks! Put it on your 'to do' list today and write me a letter in sup-
port of  a proposed Pilgrim Heritage Center in Scrooby. It does not have to 
be long, just sincere. But be certain - without these letters our bid for fund-
ing will fail and that will be the end of  our dream. There will never be any-
thing in the place of  their birth to commemorate William Brewster, William 
Bradford or John Robinson and their courageous struggle for basic human 
freedoms. So please... take just five minutes out to write to me. 

 

Thanks. Fondly, Judy Bland (2013 GMSD Historic Sites Tour Member) 

 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
 
 
We congratulate our new member! 
 
None for 2013 
 
 
 
 
 

Champney’s Henlow—It is a spa 
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PHSK Officers and Appointees 

Barbara Lewis Williams, Governor

Muriel Curtis Cushing, Assistant Governor

Christine Strassel Tissot, Secretary

Scott Alan Samson, Treasurer

Rev. Ronald Lawson, Internal Auditor,and Chaplain/Elder 

Judith Ann Read Elfring, Genealogist  

Guy Moellendorf, Historian

Joseph Howland Wood, Webmaster

Robert F. Sampson, Newsletter Editor

Debra Georgantis Miller , Education

Scott Alan Samson, Membership

Muriel Curtis Cushing, Samson/Sampson Y-DNA Project 



AN EXCELLENT GIFT FOR YOUR 
LOCAL SCHOOL!  Deb Miller, our Pilgrim 
Henry Samson Kindred Education Chair , has 
introduced a curriculum, "Mayflower and Me" 
for schools, nationwide. Her curriculum has been 
endorsed by authors and educational 
professionals worldwide. See:       http://
www.sail1620.org/educational/48-materials/126-
mayflower-and-me.html 
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ABRAHAM SAMPSON DESCENDANT REPORT 
The “work in progress” Abraham Sampson 
Descendant Report on 
www.PilgrimHenrySamsonKindred.org has again been 
updated, thanks to Webmaster Joe Wood. It has now 
grown to 1348 pages of text and 181 pages of all name 
index (with dates). Some lines have been brought 13 
generations up to 2009! It is downloadable as a PDF to 
one and all. Because of its length, it is suggested that 
you save it and not print it. However, sources are NOT 
included. They, along with any other type of PDF e-
mail reports, are available for FREE to any member 
just for the asking (see the instructions on the Website 
for what other reports are available). Non-members are 
charged $25 for reports with sources.  
 
See Help Wanted on page 1 
 
No details about living descendants are included.  

 

*ANNUAL DUES NOTICE - $15 USD* 
REMINDER: Our Kindred fiscal year  runs from 1 
July to 30 June. 2013-2014 membership dues are now 
being requested. Your dues support our important 
projects. We would also like to place appropriate 
memorials to both Henry and Abraham in Duxbury 
where they both lived, in Plymouth where Henry initially 
owned property, and as well in the All Saints Church in 
Campton, Bedfordshire, where Abraham was baptized  
Your dues also supports this thrice a year newsletter. We 
also need to complete obtaining not-for-profit 501(c)3 
status to make more attractive financial gifts to our 
PHSK. Until that status is obtained, we never-the-less 
welcome “non tax deductible” donations. They may be 
included with your dues. Non-payment of dues  may 
result in removal from our membership and mailing list.  
Checks should be made payable to “PHSK” and 
forwarded to: 
 Scott Samson, Treasurer PHSK 
 PO Box 302  
 Lisbon Falls, ME 04252-1221 
NB: M EMBERS WHO  HAVE  JOINED  DURING  APRIL -JULY  
2013 DO NOT HAVE  TO PAY ADDITIONAL  2013-2014 DUES! 
EDITOR’S THANKS:  ANNUAL PRINTING AND POSTAGE OF THE “SPIRIT” ARE  
CURRENTLY $180. THOSE 34% (!) RECEIVING THE “L IVING  COLOR” E-
EDITION  HAVE SAVED US  $90! POSTAGE IS  DUE  TO GO UP EARLY NEXT  YEAR. 

         
 

Interesting links: 

http://www.sail1620.org/   Society of Mayflower Descend-
ants in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania  

http://boards.ancestry.com/surnames.samson/mb.ashx  An-
cestry Message Board for “Samson” 

http://boards.ancestry.com/surnames.sampson/mb.ashx  An-
cestry Message Board for “Sampson” 

http://www.duxburyhistory.org/   Duxbury Rural and His-
torical Society 

http://www.archives.com/1940census   Search currently 
indexed portions of the 1940 census.  Not all of the 1940 
census is indexed at this time.  If you would like help in-
dex the 1940 census please see  https://the1940census.com/?
gclid=CMfGuPzTuq8CFRGAhwodMVp_hw  

Family Tree DNA  - Family Finder 
 
http://www.familytreedna.com/family
-finder-compare.aspx 
 
Now $99.00 




