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Historian, Guy Volkert Moellendorf, and Newsletter 
Editor, Robert F. Sampson. We are grateful for these 
cousins and their talents. 

Because my husband and I drive cross country twice a 
year, we hope to meet some of you. When we do, be 
ready for a photo to put in the newsletter! 

With all best wishes, 

Barb Williams, Samson Kindred Governor 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
 
 
We congratulate our new members! 
 
 119 Mrs. Betsy Andrews  Newcastle, CA 
 120 Mr. Steve Connolly Sharon, MA 
 122 Mr. Edward Mair  Newburg, MA 
 123 Mrs. Penny Aspengren Geneva, NE 
 
 
 

DID YOU PAY YOUR DUES?  WE ONLY HAVE ANNUAL MEMBERS HIPS. PLEASE SEE PAGE 5  

Samson Kindred's Governor's Corner 

Dear Cousins, 

 It is a pleasure to be serving as your Samson Kindred 
Governor. Our membership stretches from coast to 
coast and into Alberta and Ontario, Canada! There 
have been one hundred and eighteen members since 
our beginnings.  

California has the most members with seventeen, fol-
lowed by Massachusetts with fifteen. Maine and Ver-
mont tie at eight. Pennsylvania is next with six, Wash-
ington with five, and Connecticut/Florida with four. 
All the other states with members vary from three to 
one. 

Which states are not represented as yet?! Alaska, Ore-
gon, Idaho, Wyoming, Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas, 
Minnesota, Arkansas, Mississippi, Alabama, Ken-
tucky, Ohio, West Virginia, Delaware, 

Maryland, and Washington, D.C. We need to get 
those states (and Districts) on board! 

It will be interesting to see what the next two years 
bring until we meet again in Plymouth. In 2013, there 
will be another Historic Sites Tour to England and 
Holland. St. Mary's Church in Henlow, which is 
where Henry Samson was baptized, is a definite stop. 
Hope to worship, look at the cemetery, and wander 
about the town. 

Our new Secretary, Christine Strassel Tissot, is also a 
new Samson Kindred member! Thanks, Christine, for 
accepting! Judith Read Elfring, Assistant until 2017, 
is also new to the Board. Two new Appointees are  

  

Do We Have Any Attorneys In The 
House? 

 
The Samson Kindred membership list does not state 
occupations. We are in need of a lawyer to be in an 
Appointee position for Counselor. Interested per-
sons, please contact the Samson Governor.
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MESSAGE FROM OUR OUR PHSK 
CONTACT AT HENRY SAMSON’S PARISH 
CHURCH, ST. MARY THE VIRGIN, IN 
HENLOW, BEDFORDSHIRE, ENGLAND  

Editor’s Note: Jackie Painter serves as contact 
for both PHSK and the Pilgrim John Howland 
Society because John Howland’s wife Elizabeth 
Tilley was also baptized there. She made 
arrangements for our Pilgrim Henry Samson 
memorial plaque to be hung there. 

Dear Friends 

 Here we are on the 2nd March, and today has 
been a lovely sunny spring day.  The daffodils are 
beginning to come into 
bloom, crocuses and hya-
cinths are out, and the cro-
cuses are nearly over.  I love 
the spring, and Henlow 
looks good in spring! 

 We have just started the 
season of Lent.  Our particu-
lar thing we do here in 
Henlow is hold Lent Study 
Groups.  Using a course run by York Minster, we 
run the courses in Henlow/Langford with the 2 
Anglican churches, 2 Methodist churches and the 
local members of the Catholic Church (there is 
one in Shefford and one in Biggleswade).  We run 
them at 4 locations, 2 in Henlow and 2 in Lang-
ford, and 2 of them  aare in the afternoons and 2 
in the evening.  That way as many people as wish 
to come can find a suitable time and location.  We 
(Alan and I) are doing the course on a Wednesday 
afternoon in Henlow (at the home of Pat Tomlin-
son, our churchwarden here at St Mary's).  They 
range over many topical themes, and are very 
thought-provoking. 

 One piece of good news we have had is that our 
very flourishing Sunday Club for children 2 years 
to 8 years, which meets on the second Sunday of 
the month, has been chosen to be one of 9 groups 
from the whole diocese of St Albans (possibly 
over 100 churches) to make a banner to be used in 

Abraham/Henry Relationship 

It has long been suspected that Henry Samson and 
Abraham Sampson were cousins.  In TAG 56, 
Page 142, (July 1980) it is noted by Robert Leigh 
Ward that John Sampson of Campton is the only 
father shown to have been having children bap-
tized in Campton during the period Henry and 
Abraham fathers were born.  It then seems proba-
ble, according to the author, that John is the unre-
corded father of both James, bapt. 20 June 1574 
(the father of Henry), and Laurence, bapt. 25 Nov. 
1576 (father of Abraham).  The author goes on to 
note that the Abraham, bapt. 14 Aug 1614, and the 
Abraham found in Duxbury in 1929 are “possibly, 
though not proved,” the same person.”   

Recent DNA testing confirms that Henry and 
Abraham had a common ancestor. 

If you happen to be a member of a genealogist 
society that has access to the NEGS database; 

“The American Genealogist” books are a wonder-
ful source of Sampson/Samson information. 

Bob Sampson 

a celebration service at St Albans Abbey com-
memorating the Queen's Diamond Jubilee.  This is 
going to be a lot of work for the 3 leaders, Sally, 
Tracey and Emma, but they are very keen and full 
of ideas.  I will take some photos and send them to 
you. 

 We also intend to do a couple of Lent Lunches in 
the run up to Easter.  This a simple meal of soup, 
bread and cheese, served in church for anyone 
who wishes to come, for which they pay a small 
amount of money, which goes to Christian Aid. 

 I am keeping fairly well.  Obviously being disa-
bled takes some adjustment, but I am coping, and 
Alan as always is a great support. 

 With every good wish from us all here. 

Jackie 
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HAVE  A SAMSON/SAMPSON ARTICLE  THAT  YOU  WOULD  LIKE  TO SHARE? NOTIFY  EDITOR  BOB SAMPSON . SEE PAGE 5 FOR ADDRESS. 

Continued page 4 

Eden Sampson (1820-1890): News 
from the Home Front 

by Duxbury Rural and Historical Society  

by Carolyn Ravenscroft, Archivist 

 

Eden Sampson, who wrote his soldier son about 

hard times in Duxbury during the war, was fortu-

nate to get a job making these cotton gins in 

Bridgewater. 

Endless marches, barely edible rations, unsanitary 
camp conditions and the horrors of battle are only 

some of the travails that come to mind when we 
think of the soldier’s life during the Civil War.  In 
contrast, the home front conjures up images of 
warm hearths and good food.  But for many North-
ern families the war years presented hardships 
equal to those experienced by the men fighting in 
the South.  As a community already suffering a 
depressed economy, the citizens of Duxbury often 
fared worse than others. 

Life in Duxbury from the point of view of a strug-
gling, working class citizen is illustrated in the 
correspondence of Eden Sampson.  Sampson 
wrote numerous letters to his son, Sgt. Horace E. 
Sampson (see earlier blog post) detailing the un-
employment, illnesses and scandals faced by his 
neighbors. 

By the time the Civil War began in 1861, Duxbury 
had long since lost its luster as a shipbuilding mec-
ca.  While there was work to be had, the wages 
were often low—too low in some instances to pay 
for the inflation that resulted from the 
war.  Sampson was lucky in that he found employ-
ment as a carpenter in the Eagle Cotton Gin Com-
pany in Bridgewater, Massachusetts during the 
war.  He worked long hours with a gang of other 
men, most of whom boarded together.  Other 
members of the family found work as housekeep-
ers and shopkeepers in and around Boston.  One 
relation, Hattie Vadakim, became a factory worker 
130 miles away in Easthampton, MA.  According 
to Sampson, earning wages far from home was the 
only way to survive as Duxbury was “all peace 
and poverty…and always will [be].  It will do for 
fishermen and shoemakers to live there, that is all 
it is fit for.  There is nobody left there, what is will 
starve this winter.” 

In early 1864 Duxbury had an even larger problem 
with which to deal—diphtheria.  The illness had 
taken some young children in late 1863 but 
seemed to rage from January to April killing 21 

Duxbury in the Civil War 

To commemorate the sesquicentennial of the Civil 
War, the Duxbury Rural and Historical Society has 
embarked on a four year project to research and 
chronicle Duxbury’s involvement in the Civil War. 

The below article (copied with permission) comes 
from the Duxbury in Civil War  blog at http://
duxburyinthecivilwar.wordpress.com/  

There are several posts on family members and 
endless hours of Civil War history for your read-
ing pleasure.     Bob Sampson 
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DONATIONS  FOR PHSK MEMORIALS : CHECKS PAYABLE  TO “PHSK” SENT TO  OUR TREASURER. SEE PAGE 5 FOR ADDRESS. 

people, mostly young children.  There was no 
known cure for the disease at the time and most 
succumbed within ten days of contracting 
it.  Diphtheria often caused a patient to seemingly 
choke to death as their airways became blocked. In 
a particularly sad case, Eden Sampson described 
Thomas Chandler’s son begging his father to shoot 
him and “put and end to his suffering.”  Horace 
Sampson’s good friends, William Swift and his 
young wife, Mary, died in February 1864.  Swift 
had just found a job for the winter building a fort 
when he was taken ill.  Smallpox reared its head as 
well.  When Eden Sampson came home from 
Bridgewater for a visit he was driven off and had 
to spend nights in the “old shop” as the family was 
afraid he was infected. 

While it must have been difficult for Sgt. Sampson 
to hear such distressing news from home, his fa-
ther also had a knack for spreading local gossip 
that could only have made his son chuckle.  Eden 
Sampson found other people to be loose lipped, 
i.e. “Duxbury is the same old place, they don’t 
have business enough to keep them from [talking] 
about others,” but he also never seemed to shy 
away from a good story. The most sordid tale of 
the war years involved a Duxbury native, Rev. 
Charles Briggs Thomas.  Rev. Thomas had been 
leading a Unitarian parish in Chicago when he in-
volved himself with the wife of one of his parish-
ioners.  Eden Sampson did not hold back when he 
described the debacle: 

"Charles B. Thomas is in Duxbury. Had to leave a 
salary of 3500 per year with 12 hours’ notice or 
have his damned brains blew out of him, that has 
put a [curse] on him for life.  So much for trou-
bling another man’s wife.  He took a pistol and 
called on him and told him to leave the city." 

Other lurid gossip promulgated by Sampson in-
volved the marital strife of Jane and Alden Cush-

man (she was locked out of the house after a 
fight), the split of Alfred Rogers and his wife (she 
went to “keep house” for Don Winsor) and the 
probable divorce of John Alden and his wife.  Per-
haps the most humorous story came from Horace 
Sampson’s sister, Ellen.  She regaled her brother 
with the story of a fight between Capt. Briggs 
Thomas (the father of the aforementioned Rev. 
Charles Briggs Thomas) and Philip Chandler.  The 
two men came to blows in the Union Store after an 
argument.  According to an eye-witness, Chandler 
“double up his fist and placed it pretty near the 
Capt’s nose, he not liking the smell of it, grabbed 
him by the throat.” 

While soldiers facing the battlefield may have 
longed for the comforts of home and fantasized 
about easier times, those left behind, like Eden 
Sampson, often had to struggle to survive.  Their 
letters to the front are as important in illustrating 
the ramifications of the Civil War as any soldier’s 
correspondence.  If you would like to read more 
from Eden Sampson, his letters are part of the 
Cushman Family Collection at the Drew Archival 
Library. 

From the editor: 
 
There are approximately  120 members receiving 
this issue of the Spirit.  Almost half  are sent by 
regular mail rather than electronically by email 
even though email address for most are available.  
With cost of postage going up please consider hav-
ing your copy of the Spirit sent electronically.  As 
noted previously the cost of printing and postage is 
approximately $180.00 a year and rising. 
 

 
 

Thank you…. Bob Sampson 

Continued from page 3 

Continued top of next column 



AN EXCELLENT GIFT FOR YOUR LOCAL 
SCHOOL!  Deb Miller, our Pilgrim Henry Samson 
Kindred Education Chair , has introduced a curriculum, 
"Mayflower and Me" for schools, nationwide. Her 
curriculum has been endorsed by authors and 
educational professionals worldwide. See:       http://
www.sail1620.org/educational/48-materials/126-
mayflower-and-me.html 
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ABRAHAM SAMPSON DESCENDANT REPORT 
The “work in progress” Abraham Sampson 
Descendant Report on 
www.PilgrimHenrySamsonKindred.org has again 
been updated, thanks to Webmaster Joe Wood. It has 
now grown to 1348 pages of text and 181 pages of 
all name index (with dates). Some lines have been 
brought 13 generations up to 2009! It is 
downloadable as a PDF to one and all. Because of its 
length, it is suggested that you save it and not print 
it. However, sources are NOT included. They, along 
with any other type of PDF e-mail reports, are 
available for FREE to any member just for the 
asking (see the instructions on the Website for what 
other reports are available). Non-members are 
charged $25 for reports with sources. Members are 
urged to forward their Abraham Sampson lines to 
Stacy Wood for inclusion in the database (see next 
column for the address). Our thanks to a number of 
members and friends who have already done so. No 
details about living descendants are included.  

*ANNUAL DUES NOTICE - $15 USD* 
REMINDER: Our Kindred fiscal year  runs from 1 
July to 30 June. 2011-2012 membership dues are now 
being requested. Your dues support our important 
projects. We would also like to place appropriate 
memorials to both Henry and Abraham in Duxbury 
where they both lived, in Plymouth where Henry 
initially owned property, and as well in the All Saints 
Church in Campton, Bedfordshire, where Abraham was 
baptized  Your dues also supports this thrice a year 
newsletter. We also need to complete obtaining not-for-
profit 501(c)3 status to make more attractive financial 
gifts to our PHSK. Until that status is obtained, we 
never-the-less welcome “non tax deductible” 
donations. They may be included with your dues. Non-
payment of dues  may result in removal from our 
membership and mailing list.  Checks should be made 
payable to “PHSK” and forwarded to: 
 Scott Samson, Treasurer PHSK 
 PO Box 302  
 Lisbon Falls, ME 04252-1221 
NB: M EMBERS WHO  HAVE  JOINED  DURING  APRIL -JULY  
2011 DO NOT HAVE  TO PAY ADDITIONAL  2011-2012 DUES! 
EDITOR’S THANKS:  ANNUAL PRINTING AND POSTAGE OF THE “SPIRIT” 
ARE  CURRENTLY $180. THOSE 34% (!) RECEIVING THE “L IVING  COLOR” E

-EDITION  HAVE SAVED US  $90! POSTAGE IS DUE TO GO UP EARLY NEXT 
YEAR.          

 

Interesting links: 

http://www.sail1620.org/   Society of Mayflower Descend-
ants in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania  

http://boards.ancestry.com/surnames.samson/mb.ashx  An-
cestry Message Board for “Samson” 

http://boards.ancestry.com/surnames.sampson/mb.ashx  An-
cestry Message Board for “Sampson” 

http://www.duxburyhistory.org/   Duxbury Rural and His-
torical Society 

http://www.archives.com/1940census   Search currently 
indexed portions of the 1940 census.  Not all of the 1940 
census is indexed at this time.  If you would like help in-
dex the 1940 census please see  https://the1940census.com/?
gclid=CMfGuPzTuq8CFRGAhwodMVp_hw  

VROUWEKERK, LEIDEN, HOLLAND PLAQUE 
DEDICATED 

This past Thanksgiving Day 
a bilingual (English and 
Dutch) memorial plaque 
was dedicated at the remains 
of the church in which some 
of the Pilgrims children 
were baptized. The relief 
image at the top of the 
plaque created by Dr. Jerem 

D. Bangs is shown here in a photo submitted by Dr. 
Bangs. 




