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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

#107 Eric R. Guiterman - NY
#108 John F. Kriscenski - CT

We congratulate our new members!
Do our current members have prospective applicants? If so,
please urge them to download our application form from
our website or to contact Membership Chair Scott Samson
at his address appearing on page 4.

COMING ROUND THE BEND
from the files of the PHSK Governor

T hink about it, in just about nine months we will
be in Plymouth, MA attending our Pilgrim Henry
Samson Kindred’s second Triennial meeting.  The
curve is in motion.  Time is moving forward.

Our harvest feast has come and gone.  No doubt, some of
you have had the opportunity to attend your local
Mayflower Society meeting and/or your Colony meeting.
Families and friends have gathered to enjoy a time to give
thanks for what our Thanksgiving represents.
Now we enter into the month to remember but for our
Christ child there would be no Christmas.
However, we know Gov. William Bradford wrote in his
history Of Plimoth Plantation that on the day we call
Christmas day, he “called them out to work as was used.”
Reading our history, we know our Pilgrims did not cele-
brate this holiday believing it to be against the teachings of
the Bible. And having only been at Plymouth for two
weeks with no shelter, they had to begin building a house
for storage.  We remember during this time the sickness
killed half of them.

During this season, when you look at homes lit up with
lights and decorations think about our Pilgrim ancestors
who had barely stepped off that Mayflower ship with little
if any reason to give thanks.  Yet, it is written they did give
thanks.  Remember within our being, I truly believe we
have been gifted with those Pilgrim “genes”.  God Bless.
Joan C. Miller

DID YOU PAY YOUR DUES?  WE ONLY HAVE ANNUAL MEMBERSHIPS. PLEASE SEE PAGE 4

HENRY SAMSON  PLAQUE UPDATE
by Muriel C.Cushing

Each time one of the plaque committee are in the Duxbury
area we try to do a little more research and make contacts
as to the cost and with getting permission on placing a
plaque or gravestone in the Old Cemetery on Chestnut St.
in Duxbury.
After research and talking with some of the Duxbury
officials it was thought that the Old Cemetery would be
our best choice.  The Henry Samson original homestead
was between Surplus St. and Harrison St.  This is now a
wooded area with little access.   Surplus St. is a residential
section and the Duxbury Yacht Club Golf Course is indi-
cated as being on the main acreage of Henry’s farm.  We
can foresee many problems with placing a plaque in front
of residential homes.   This is the same problem with
Abraham’s farm that was located in the Blue Fish Cove
section.
It was suggested that a plaque be placed on Harrison St.
that is a well-traveled road and in the spring an attraction
as town people have planted thousands of daffodils along
the roadside.   This is enticing but not specifically on what
is known as Henry’s farm.
Myles Standish, John and Priscilla Alden and George Soule are
all memorialized in the Old Chestnut St. Cemetery. The ceme-
tery is located next to the first meeting house in Duxbury and

Continued on page  2

AN EXCELLENT GIFT FOR YOUR LOCAL
SCHOOL! Deb Miller, our Pilgrim Henry Samson Kin-
dred Education Chair  and Chair of the GSMD Juniors
Committee, has introduced a curriculum, "Mayflower and
Me" for schools, nationwide. Her curriculum has been en-
dorsed by authors and educational professionals world-
wide. See: www.SAIL1620.org/teachers-students.
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THE PILGRIM JOHN HOWLAND SOCIETY IS GOING TO HENLOW (HOME OF OUR HENRY SAMSON AND HOWLAND’S WIFE ELIZABETH TILLEY). CAM-
BRIDGE, FENSTANTON, GAINSBORO OLD HALL,  SCROOBY, YORK, FOUNTAINS ABBEY, & LONDON  6-15 MAY 2011 AND PHSK MEMBERS ARE

WELCOME TO JOIN THEM .  

SAMSON KINDRED DNA PROGRESS RE-
PORT

Muriel C. Cushing, Y-DNA Chair
At present we are at a standstill. We are thankful and
grateful to the nine members who have volunteered to be
tested during the last few years.  The results have been
rewarding as we can definitely prove a relationship
between Henry and Abraham and a good “signature” of
both men is now on record. The relationship has long
been suspected but now we can affirm they are de-
scended from the same ancestor.  We also now have a
good base to help in determining other descendants.
When DNA results show a good match (3 or less muta-
tions) we then need to obtain the documentation.  The
reason for taking the DNA tests is often to establish

FROM THE GOVERNOR
Our PHSK Board Members and your
Governor have been busy preparing
plans for our second PHSK Triennial
meeting.

Please put on your 2011 calendar the fol-
lowing:
On Friday 09 September 2011 at 2:00 p.m., PHSK mem-
bers and guests will meet in the Board Room at the
Radisson Hotel, Plymouth, MA for a luncheon/business
meeting. Special guest, Natalie Hemingway
Fairhaven, MA historian and retired public school
teacher will delight members and guests with her presen-
tation of the mother to President Franklin Delano Roo-
sevelt.  An outstanding program you will not want to
miss. Details about the lunch and cost will be in our
spring “Spirit” newsletter.

Our business meeting will include information about the
reorganizing of our PHSK Constitution and Bylaws; our
options regarding where do we place a marker for our
Henry Samson and probable cousin Abraham Sampson
and process we must follow to accomplish this important
task; and among other agenda items we will be seeking
members to serve on our Board for the next three years.

Our nominating committee will be announcing further
information on who will be willing to serve in our spring
“Spirit”.

                                            

if our ancestors were not buried on their farms it is likely
that they are buried in the graveyard next to the meeting
house, which also served as their church.  Unfortunately
it has not been determined where Henry or Abraham is
buried.  An examination by a local historian of the
Church records has revealed no information.

We are fortunate to have Nancy Delano who lives in
Duxbury who is willing to do some of the legwork for
us. She has put us in touch with some of the local
researchers and is presently inquiring as to obtaining
permission for us to also use the Chestnut St. Cemetery.
I believe cost will determine a plaque or gravestone for
both Henry and Abraham and this will be discussed at
our next meeting at Congress.

Continued from page 1 column 2

Old Burying Ground/South Duxbury/Myles Standish/
First Church/Chestnut St. Cemetery

Continued on page 3
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HAVE A SAMSON/SAMPSON ARTICLE THAT YOU  WOULD LIKE TO SHARE? NOTIFY EDITOR STACY WOOD. SEE PAGE 4 FOR ADDRESS.

MESSAGE FROM OUR  PHSK CONTACT AT
HENRY SAMSON’S PARISH CHURCH, ST.
MARY THE VIRGIN, IN HENLOW, BED-
FORDSHIRE, ENGLAND
Editor’s Note: Jackie Painter serves as contact for
both PHSK and the Pilgrim John Howland Society
because John Howland’s wife Elizabeth Tilley was
also baptized there. She made arrangements for our
Pilgrim Henry Samson memorial plaque to be hung
there.
Dear All
Dear Gail, Stacy and Joan

First of all a big hallo to all our
friends in the Pilgrim John Howland So-
ciety and the Henry Samson Kindred.

Things are up and running again here now that
the summer break is just a distant memory, and I
thought I would let you know what has been happening.

I think I told you that we had lead taken from
part of the church roof in May.  After a lot of negotiat-
ing on Alan's part (he is the Clerk of Works for our
church), we have managed to persuade English Her-
itage, the Diocese of St Albans and the local Council
that it would make sense for the roof to be replaced with
terne-coated steel, which looks as good as lead, is just as
effective, but very importantly, is less attractive to
thieves.  There has been a serious spate of lead thefts
from roofs over the last year. Metal prices are high, and
there are many unscrupulous people about.

In early September we had the Henlow Reunion
when people who used to live in Henlow come back for
a service in church and tea at the Five Bells pub.  That
same evening we had a wonderful concert in church
given by the Salvation Army Band from nearby Stot-
fold. The programme was very varied, and much en-
joyed by all.

The next event was Harvest Festival and I at-
tach some photos of the decorations in church.  The lo-
cal school (Joan - the same as were involved when you
came over for the dedication of the plaque) came in and
sang some songs in the service, and the church was
packed!

Last week we had our annual Gift Day. The
church was open, and some of the old records were on
display (but not the relevant PJH or HSK ones, as they
are too precious to be allowed out), the church scrap-

Continued on page 4 column 2.

UPDATE FROM DEBRA G. MILLER, YOUR
PHSK EDUCATION CHAIR
As we set sail into another year of sharing and spreading
information about our Pilgrim Henry Samson, I have yet
another idea to contribute to my PHSK family as your
Education Chair.  As most of you know, I chair the
GSMD Juniors Committee.  To help raise money for our
GSMD Juniors throughout the US and Canada I am
working with a group of GSMD members to put to-
gether booklets of some of our Mayflower Compact
Signers.  These booklets will be presented at our 2011
triennial in September, in Plymouth Mass.  We are still
in the development stages but making good progress.
The money raised from the sales of these Mayflower
Pilgrim Compact Signers booklets will be set aside for
future GSMD Juniors activities.

Although Henry was not old enough to sign the
Mayflower Compact, a booklet is being made in honor
of him.  This booklet will be sold separately within the
PHSK family and the money will be used for PHSK Ed-
ucation.  As the booklet develops, updates will be writ-
ten occasionally for your review. To see a draft please
e-mail me at debgeorgantis@yahoo.com. All attending
PHSK members will be given a copy of the booklet at
our September 9, 2011 triennial meeting in Plymouth
Mass.  The booklet is being put together, by your PHSK
Education Chair and Governor.  Graphic designs are by
Mayflower Society member James Welch.

relationship but regardless of knowing the person is a
Samson descendant DNA does not establish the family
placement.  Mutations are helpful and as we obtain more
results we should be able to make better assessments.
Attempts have been made several times to locate other
descendants in England.   A TAG (The American Ge-
nealogist 56:142) article has listed the proposed family
of John Sampson of Campton County, Bedford, Eng-
land and lists his five sons and two daughters.   Pre-
sented in the article are grandsons Henry (a son of
James) “came on the Mayflower”, and Abraham “poss.
settled Duxbury in 1629”, a son of Laurence.   We are
interested in finding siblings and the descendants of the
other sons of John Sampson for DNA testing.   This
would be helpful in proving the ancestry of Henry and
Abraham taking our heritage back another couple of
generations to ca 1550.  We also do not know if any of
these English relatives later migrated to the United
States.  We encourage  members’ participation.

DNA PROGRESS   Continued from page 2



book, displays of vestments, an exhibition about the Pil-

grim Fathers, situated near the two plaques, and a craft
stall which I put on of "recycled" jewellery and knitted
scarves.  We do something called "Operation Christmas
Child" where we prepare shoeboxes of toys, etc for dis-
advantaged children overseas, and many people bought
scarves for their boxes. I made £70 in all that day, and
the total donations received from people in the village
reached £1,100. It was a fairly long day, but was lovely
because of the people coming in and out.

In November we have the licensing of our new
curate, Revd Patsy Chrichley, who will be helping our
vicar, Revd Sue Groom, with her increasing workload.

Then it's Christmas!
We had a lovely autumn with September and

early October being very pleasant, but it has changed in
the last few weeks and is cold and wet now.  The heat-
ing is on, the lights are turned on early, the clocks go
back from British Summer Time to Greenwich Mean
Time in a fortnight, and the shops are full of Christmas
stuff already! 

I will be in touch before Christmas. Thank God
for e-mail. It is a wonderful way of keeping in touch.

With every good wish to you all.
Love from
Jackie and Alan
PS I am still in demand to talks about the Mayflower.
People never seem to tire of the story!
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DONATIONS FOR PHSK MEMORIALS: CHECKS PAYABLE TO “PHSK” SENT TO  OUR TREASURER. SEE ABOVE FOR ADDRESS.

ABRAHAM SAMPSON DESCENDANT REPORT
The “work in progress” Abraham Sampson Descen-
dant Report on www.PilgrimHenrySamsonKindred.org
has again been updated, thanks to Webmaster Joe
Wood. It has now grown to 1575 pages of text and 146
pages of all name index (with dates). Some lines have
been brought 13 generations up to 2009! It is download-
able as a PDF to one and all. Because of its length, it is
suggested that you save it and not print it. However,
sources are NOT included. They, along with any other
type of PDF e-mail reports, are available for FREE to
any member just for the asking (see the instructions on
the Website for what other reports are available). Non-
members are charged $25 for reports with sources.
Members are urged to forward their Abraham Samp-
son lines to Stacy Wood for inclusion in the database
(see next column for the address). Our thanks to a num-
ber of members and friends who have already done so.
There are thousands of descendants of Abraham. The
November 2010 posting includes new Fuller, Leonard,
Perkins, Spring, Shaw and Soule descendants.
No details about living descendants are included.

*ANNUAL DUES NOTICE - $15 USD*
Our Kindred fiscal year runs from 1 July to 30 June.
2010-2011 membership dues are now being requested.
Your dues support our important projects. We would
also like to place appropriate memorials to both Henry
and Abraham in Duxbury where they both lived, in Ply-
mouth where Henry initially owned property, and as
well in the All Saints Church in Campton, Bedfordshire,
where Abraham was baptized  Your dues also supports
this thrice a year newsletter. We also need to complete
obtaining not-for-profit 501(c)3 status to make more at-
tractive financial gifts to our PHSK. Until that status is
obtained, we never-the-less welcome “non tax de-
ductible” donations. They may be included with your
dues. Non-payment of dues by 1 DECEMBER may result
in removal from our membership and mailing list.
Checks should be made payable to “PHSK” and for-
warded to:

Everard Munsey, Treasurer PHSK
19360 Magnolia Grove Square #105
Leesburg, VA 20176-5181

NB: MEMBERS WHO HAVE JOINED DURING APRIL-JULY 2010  (I.E.
#106, MARGARET PIETRANTONIO) DO NOT HAVE TO PAY ADDI-

TIONAL 2010-2011 DUES!
EDITOR’S THANKS:  ANNUAL PRINTING AND POSTAGE OF THE “SPIRIT” ARE $180.
THOSE 34% (!) RECEIVING THE “LIVING COLOR” E-EDITION HAVE SAVED US  $90!
IF YOU WISH THE E-EDITION PLEASE NOTIFY ME.

Continued from page 3




