
From Bedfordshire, Eng.:
Henry Samson
bapt. 1604 Henlow
Abraham Sampson
bapt. 1614 Campton
(Villages 3 miles apart)

  THE SAMSON
          KINDRED SPIRIT

 VOL. 5 NO.  1                          WWW.PilgrimHenrySamsonKindred.ORG                             SPRING  2010

AN INTRODUCTION TO “MAYFLOWER AND ME” CAN BEE SEEN AT WWW.SAIL1620.ORG/TEACHERS-STUDENTS.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
#103 Erica L. Hahn - CA
#104 Carolyn E. Swindlehurst - MT
#105 Suzanne E. Weir - CA
    We now have 100 active members. We  encourage mem-
bers to consider enrolling your family members who share
your line. We are not an expensive group: Our entrance fee
is $20 and annual dues only $15. Juniors (not yet 18 years
old) pay only a one time $25 fee that is good until their
18th birthday. See http://pilgrimhenrysamsonkindred.org/
phsk_application.pdf

    Deb Miller, our Pilgrim Henry Samson Kindred Educa-
tion Chair has introduced a curriculum, "Mayflower and
Me" for schools, nationwide. Her curriculum has been en-
dorsed by authors and educational professionals world-
wide. For further information: debgeorgantis@yahoo.com

Ernest Edward  Elsmore, descendant of Pilgrim Henry
Samson, and Cora May Cleveland, descendant of Abra-
ham Sampson with daughter Lilah.

Photo courtesy of the author.

Cora May CLEVELAND (Esther Cordelia Soule/Soules8,
William Soule/Soules7, Thomas Soule/Soules6, Daniel
Soule/Soules Jr.5, Daniel Soule/Soules4, Lydia Howland3,
Judith Sampson2, Abraham 1) was born in 1885 and died in
1966 at age 81.
Ernest Edward ELSMORE (James Obver Elsemore8,
James Pineo Elsemore7, Ruby Pineo6, Jonathon Pineo5,
Elizabeth Samson4, David Samson3, Caleb Samson2, Henry
Samson1) was born December 22, 1884 and died on April
6, 1933 at age 48.
Editor’s note: At least 10% of our members to date claim
descent from both Pilgrim Henry Samson and his most
probable first cousin Abraham Sampson. Our database
may show that you are too!

DESCENDANTS OF HENRY SAMSON AND
ABRAHAM SAMPSON MARRY

by Dennis Schneible

My maternal grandparents,were married on
April 3, 1905 in Superior, WI, and are shown
above with their first daughter, Lilah, born
September 25, 1906.  My mother, Charlotte

(Lottie), was born on December 4, 1918.
    The bride and groom were most likely unaware that they
were distant cousins, Cora May the 6th Great Granddaugh-
ter of Abraham Sampson and Ernest the 6th Great Grandson
of Henry Samson.  It is now possible to trace our immedi-
ate ancestors to many of the Mayflower Pilgrims with in-
formation from our PHSK database, as shown below, and
other sources.  Marriage between relatives was not uncom-
mon during the early years of our country, which is the rea-
son that most of the PHSK members are descendants of
more than one Pilgrim.

Continued next column

DO YOU RECOGNIZE THIS LADY?
Your parents or grandparents probably
would  have. She may be your cousin. See
page 2.

Continued from previous column
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GIVE YOUR LOCAL SCHOOL A GIFT THAT KEEPS ON GIVING: “MAYFLOWER AND ME,” A CURRICULUM FOR K-12 .

Caro Blymyer8  (Caroline “Carey” L. Fearing7,
Henry Fearing6, Cynthia Rouse5, John Rouse,
Jr.4, Sarah Sampson3, Abraham Sampson II2,
Abraham Sampson1) was born in 1866 in

Cincinnatti, OH, a 5th great granddaughter of Abraham
Sampson. Through her great-great-great grandmother
Sarah Sampson, daughter of Abraham II and his wife
Lora Standish, she was a descendant of Pilgrims Myles
Standish, John Alden and William Mullins. The General
Society of Mayflower Descendants has no record that
Caro was ever a member of the Society.
     In 1889 Caro married attorney Charles Gates Dawes,
a son of Civil War Veteran General Rufus R. Dawes
(1838-1899) and Mary Gates (1843-1921), and a great-
great grandson of William Dawes who had ridden with
Paul Revere to warn that the Redcoats were coming. He
joined the Mayflower Society in Illinois and had Brew-
ster, Cooke and Hopkins lines.
    Born in 1865 in Marietta, OH, he was a graduate of
Marietta College (1884) and Cincinnati Law School
(1886), being admitted to the bar that same year.
Charles G. Dawes became involved in politics early on;
managing the Illinois campaign for William McKinley’s
bid for the Presidency and serving as President McKin-
ley’s Comptroller of the Currency 1898-1901. In World

War I he was commissioned Major in 1917 and rose to
Brigadier General. General Pershing appointed him
chief of supply procurement with the American Expedi-
tionary Force. After the war in U.S. Senate hearings on
overcharges by military suppliers he said “Hell and
Maria, we weren’t trying to keep a set of books over
there, we were trying to win a war!” leading to his be-
coming known as “Hell and Maria Dawes.” After re-
signing from the Army in 1919 he became the first Di-
rector of the U.S. Bureau of the Budget. For creating the
Dawes Plan that was to enable Germany to restore and
stabilize its economy, in 1925 he was a co-recipient of
the Nobel Peace Prize. At the 1924 Republican National
Convention he was selected to be Calvin Coolidge’s
Vice President running mate. In 1928 he joined Presi-
dent Coolidge in sending congratulations to the newly
chartered Iowa Mayflower Society. After finishing his
term, he served from 1929 to 1932 as U.S. ambassador
to the Court of St. James. During the Great Depression,
President Hoover appointed him to head the Recon-
struction Finance Committee. Of interest might be that
he was a self taught pianist and composed a “Melody in
A major” that in 1951 was transformed into the well
known pop song “It’s All In The Game.”
    During her husband’s term as Vice President, Caro
disappointed the Washington social elite by declining
many social invitations, in contrast to President
Coolidge’s wife, but she was known to have a “manner
sweet and gentle, her conversation cultured, and her
dignity unimpeachable.”
    They had four children: Rufus Fearing Dawes (1890-
1912) who drowned; Carolyn Dawes (b. 1892); an
adopted son Dana McCutcheon Dawes (b. 1912); and an
adopted daughter Virginia (b. 1914). Carolyn married
Melvin Burton Erickson.
    Charles Gates Dawes died in 1951 and Caro died in
1957. They are buried in Rosehill Cemetery and Mau-
soleum, Chicago, IL. Their lakeshore home in Evanston
(seen below) is owned by Northwestern University and
since 1960 has been operated by the Evanston Historical
Society as a museum and memorial to Dawes.

First step, left to right: Vice President Charles G.
Dawes, Grace Coolidge, President Calvin Coolidge,
Caro Dawes. Others not identified.

Image from www.hellowashingtondc.com

CARO DANA BLYMYER – 2ND LADY OF THE
U.S. 1925 – 1929
By Stacy B. C. Wood, Jr.
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HAVE A SAMSON/SAMPSON ARTICLE THAT YOU  WOULD LIKE TO SHARE? NOTIFY EDITOR STACY WOOD. SEE PAGE 4 FOR ADDRESS.

Continued on page 4

GENERAL WADSWORTH’S FIFER COUSIN
    Levi Bryant5 (Abigail4, Ephraim3, Isaac2. Abra-
ham1Sampson) was born at Plympton, MA 23 Sep
1756 and died at Sumner, ME in 1823, the only child
of Ephraim Bryant and Abigail Sampson. He married
Lydia Bradford, daughter of Capt. John and Elizabeth
(Holmes) Bradford, she being a great-great-great
granddaughter of Gov. William Bradford. Levi was a
descendant of Pilgrims John Alden, William Mullins
and Capt. Myles Standish.
    During the Revolution he served as a fifer in his 4th
cousin Capt. Peleg Wadsworth’s Co. of Col.
Theophilus Cotton’s Regiment. In 1776-1777 he was a
drummer on the privateer/brigantine Independence
commanded by his 1st cousin 1 time removed, Capt.
Simeon Sampson. He was taken prisoner in 1777 and
exchanged on 28 Jun 1777.

SAMPSON/SAMSON BOOKS
By Stacy B. C. Wood, Jr.
    There are a number of books that have been pub-
lished about the Sampson/Samson family and not all
deal with the family that came to New England from
Bedfordshire, England. The following is to help you
select books that might be helpful to you and those that
might not be.
    The Sampson Family – Genealogical Memoirs of
the Sampson Family of America From the Arrival of
the Mayflower in 1620, to the Present Time Including
a Biographical Sketch of Deborah Sampson, the
Heroine of the Revolution by John Adams Vinton
(Boston, MA, Henry W. Dutton & Son: 1864), 136
pages. Facsimile copy available on line. Also sold on-
line with a searchable CD.
    This is the earliest published work on this particular
Sampson/Samson family. Only 100 copies were
printed. This is also found as a “constituent part of the

Giles Memorial.” The work includes descendants of
both Pilgrim Henry Samson and his “supposed to have
been a brother” Abraham who settled in Duxbury, MA,
by 1638. It is now fairly certain that they were actually
first cousins (see Robert Leigh Ward’s The American
Genealogist articles on this subject). Vinton includes
many footnotes but few sources.
    The Sampson Family by Lilla Briggs Sampson
(Baltimore, MD, Williams & Wilkins Co.: 1914), 258
pages. Downloadable from Google and also offered on
line with a searchable CD.
This work presents no connection to the New England
Sampsons/Samsons, the only mention being that of Pil-
grim Henry Samson coming with an uncle on the
Mayflower. Rather, it is study of the Sampsons of Eng-
land (not the Bedfordshire Henry and Abraham lines
that settled in New England), Scotland, Ireland, Penn-
sylvania and in Virginia and Maryland.
    Our New England Sampsons … and Some Related
Families … Bradford – Barton – Banks – Batchelder –
Walker – Marsh – Appleyard – Loane - Buzzell – Dun-
ham – and Others by Gordon Greenwood Sampson
(Diamond Point on Lake George, NY, Private Printing:
1953), map, 198 pages. Sold online with a searchable
CD.
Although it is primarily the genealogy of the children of
Abraham Sampson’s great-great-grandson Nehemiah
Sampson, he does include the children of each of those
earlier Sampsons and lines to the Pilgrim ancestors
Alden, Bradford, Mullins and Standish. Although lack-
ing specific sources he does provide a bibliography.
This work is extremely useful as it takes lines up to
1953.
    Abraham Sampson in America – Family Genealogy
Gathered and Compiled 1961-1969 by Elizabeth New-
man Hutchinson (Salt Lake City, UT, 1970), 173 pages.
This is a yeoman work even though absolutely no
sources are given and the fact that there are many typos.
It is especially useful as the Sampson ancestors of
Hutchinson’s husband were from Maine.
    Sampson by Henry Shepard Wood, Jr. (Greenville,
NC, Private Printing: 1993), 262 pages.
This work is about the author’s line down from his an-
cestor Pilgrim Henry Samson. It is full of photocopies
of sources and images of descendants. Through his
mother Bertha Sampson, the author was a 7th great
grandson of Pilgrim Henry (Henry, Caleb, Joshua,
Amos, Joshua, Joshua, William Henry, Horace, Bertha,
Henry Shepard Wood). Pilgrim Henry Samson’s most



     Page 4 THE SAMSON KINDRED SPIRIT       SPRING 2010

DONATIONS FOR PHSK MEMORIALS: CHECKS PAYABLE TO “PHSK” SENT TO  OUR TREASURER. SEE ABOVE FOR ADDRESS.

likely first cousin Abraham Sampson does not appear
within the work.
    The General Society of Mayflower Descendants
Mayflower Families Through Five Generations – De-
scendants of the Pilgrims Who Landed at Plymouth,
Mass. December 1620 series in its three part Volume
Twenty Family of Henry Samson published 2000-2006.
Part 1 covers the first four generations, Part 2 has the
fifth-generation descendants of children James, Dorcas,
an unidentified daughter who married John Hanmore,
and daughters Hannah and Elizabeth, and Part 3 has the
fifth-generation descendants of sons Stephen and Caleb.
These books do not cover descendants of probable first
cousin Abraham unless lines merge. However volumes
covering other Pilgrims have much information when
their lines merge with descendants of Abraham. Thus
the name index of each volume should be examined for
Abraham’s descendants.
    The Howland Heirs Being the Story of a Family and
a Fortune and the Inheritance of a Trust Established
for Mrs. Hetty R. Green… by William Morrell Emery
(New Bedford, MA ) 1919. This work, available on An-
cestry.com for downloading, deals with the descendants
of Pilgrim John Howland’s brother Henry. Henry’s son
Samuel married Abraham Sampson’s daughter Mary.
Abraham’s daughter Judith married Henry’s grandson
Barnabas. This is a major source for Abraham informa-
tion
    The Abraham Sampson Descendants Report by
Stacy B. C. Wood, Jr., Compiler (Philadelphia) 2010,
1,783 pages. This working aid in progress is only avail-
able on the Pilgrim Henry Samson Kindred (PHSK)
website http://pilgrimhenrysamsonkindred.org                                                             

UPCOMING VISIT TO DUXBURY, MA IN
APRIL
    On Thursday 15 April 2010 we will be in Duxbury
MA hoping to find additional documented information
on our Pilgrim Henry Samson’s place of residence and
with any luck maybe uncover the mystery of Henry
Samson’s place of burial.
    To review, our PHSK genealogist and DNA Chair-
person, Muriel Cushing has been researching and col-
lecting data on both Pilgrim Henry Samson and his
probable cousin Abraham Sampson.  (See PHSK Spirit
Winter 2009, pps 1-4).
    We will be at the Wright Archival Library for most
of the day on April 15. In addition, should time permit
will also search court and deed records. If you are in
the area, please stop by the library, which has a wealth
of archival data on 17th century Duxbury inhabitants.

Joan C. Miller
Governor

It is updated every three months or so. The information
from the above books that feature Pilgrim Henry’s
most likely first cousin Abraham, or contain informa-
tion about Abraham’s descendants, has been entered
into an Abraham Sampson descendants database
(currently over 27,600 individuals and growing) and
they are being “fleshed out” with prime or secondary
sources (e.g. vital records, census, SSDI, GSMD Five
Generation publications, etc.) when possible. Some
lines have 13 generations. It has a 218 page all name
index containing dates. Occupations, military service,
family census information, etc. is included. Images and
sources are not included on line but the report with
them is available gratis to PHSK members.

A NOBEL PRIZE WINNER SUDOKU

This original alpha-
betical Sudoku hon-
ors a certain Nobel
Peace Prize winner
and the keyword is
found “in the clear”
within the solved
puzzle.

Keyword: VPCGDAWES. How
difficult would you rate the Su-
doku? 169 three or more letter
words can be derived from it in-
cluding UK English words.

Continued from previous column




