
HENRY WADSWORTH LONGFELLOW – 7TH

GENERATION PILGRIM HENRY SAMSON DE-
SCENDANT
By Mary Douglas Trickey
There are such good sources of information on this poet
today such as the Internet (Wikipedia), a recent (2004) bi-
ography of his life, “Longfellow: A Rediscovered Life” by
Charles Calhoun, and a biography by his brother, Samuel
Longfellow, that I will tell you my connection to this man
and not go into details which can be found elsewhere.

Longfellow was my first cousin thrice removed,
being first cousins with Peleg Wadsworth’s grand-
daughter, Lusanna Wadsworth (Osgood) Hubbard who
also was my great-grandmother. I was descended from
the Revolutionary War general through his youngest son,
Peleg, while the poet was descended from the general
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DID YOU KNOW THAT LONGFELLOW WAS ALSO DESCENDED FROM PILGRIMS JOHN ALDEN, WILLIAM BREWSTER, AND RICHARD WARREN?

Longfellow as a Young Man
Image courtesy of the author.

Continued on page 2

BAPTISMAL RECORD OF HENRY SAMSON
CORRECTION: In the Spring issue the incorrect text was

given for the above image from the Bedfordshire County
Archivist of the record of Henry Samson’s baptism. It
reads “The XVth Harry [sic] Sampson of James Sampson.”
“The XVth” [15th] is in the month of January and although
the month is not shown here it is above the previous entry
and “February” can be seen under his name. Thanks to Dr.
Jeremy D. Bangs for straightening this out. The incorrect
reading had been attributed to Jane Fletcher Fiske when it
was actually the editor’s. Thanks again to Jane Fiske for
obtaining this and the copy of the one for Abraham.

AN EXCELLENT GIFT FOR YOUR LOCAL SCHOOL!
Deb Miller, our Pilgrim Henry Samson Kindred Education Chair
and Chair of the GSMD Junior Committee, has introduced a cur-
riculum, "Mayflower and Me" for schools, nationwide. Her cur-
riculum has been endorsed by authors and educational profes-
sionals worldwide. See: www.SAIL1620.org/teachers-students.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

#97  Donna Trickey Nedderman  RI
#98  Rosanne Reed Haughland  WI

We congratulate our new members who are the first to
pay this years dues!
With the addition of the following two new members
we are within striking distance of member # 100. Do
our current members have prospective applicants? If
so, please urge them to download our application form
from our website or to contact Membership Chair
Scott Samson at his address appearing on page 4.
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GIVE YOUR LOCAL SCHOOL A GIFT THAT KEEPS ON GIVING: “MAYFLOWER AND ME,” A CURRICULUM FOR K-12 .

this point we wonder why the poet’s brother turned to
alcohol and was such a failure in his parents’ eyes. By
contrast, the bright boy who had much of his mother’s
qualities excelled. Did sibling rivalry enter into the pic-
ture? It would have been a natural thing for Zilpah to
spend more time with Henry than his brother if they had
much in common.

It seems to me that very gifted people are often
troubled by depression. Think of the authors, composers
and people who excel in the fine arts! So many have
troubled lives! Either one succumbs to addiction or they
rise above it somehow and give contributions to society.
These are the people we admire.Longfellow’s father
wanted his sons Stephen and Henry to continue the fam-
ily tradition of becoming attorneys. Both read law and
did not care for it. It must have been painful for all con-
cerned when Henry wrote to his father that he “had a
burning desire” to follow a career in literature! Zilpah no
doubt pleaded her son’s cause. Father must have acqui-
esced as he financed a three year trip abroad for Henry to
study Spanish and Italian in addition to his knowledge of
French. Upon his return, he would become a teacher of
languages at Bowdoin College for six years. Later, when
offered a post at Harvard College he asked the school to
finance his second trip to Europe so that he could im-
prove his languages, including German. He was a profes-
sor of languages at Harvard for eighteen years, doing
some translating for publication at the same time. His
most productive period of poetry was after retirement,
understandably.

The good ladies of Hiram, Maine, wanted to
name all the roads in the village, including the lane lead-
ing to Wadsworth Hall, when I was a child. My grand-
mother quickly corrected them when they hung the sign
“Longfellow Road” on our lane. Since a Wadsworth had
cleared the land and settled there, it made sense for the
road to bear his name instead.

Visitors still come to Wadsworth Hall in summer
by appointment only. My sister, Susan Moulton and mar-
ried daughter and family have maintained the property
very well. The 6th, 7th and 8th generations now live there.

*
Editor’s Note: The author’s article
“Brigadier General Peleg Wadsworth –
American Revolutionary War Hero” was
published in the previous PHSK “Spirit.’
The line of descent of the poet from Pil-
grim Henry Samson is: Henry Wadsworth7

Longfellow, Zilpah6, BG Peleg5

Wadsworth, Susanna/Lusanna4, John3,
Stephen2, Henry1 Samson.

through his mother, Zilpah, who was the elder sister of
Peleg Jr.

We know that Zilpah’s brother, Henry, was
killed at Tripoli by the Barbary Pirates and his name
appears on the Tripolitan monument at the US Naval
Academy at Annapolis, Maryland. When Zilpah
Longfellow got the sad news she named her second son
for his slain uncle, Henry.

There is a
room at Wadsworth
Hall in Hiram, Maine,
the retirement home of
Gen. Wadsworth,
called “the Longfellow
Room” where the boy
slept while visiting his
grandparents. It is
pine-paneled with a
now non-working fire-
place and is about
fourteen feet square. It
is one of the three
rooms that are kept as
a museum open from
late July to late Au-
gust.

Zilpah wrote
to her husband,
Stephen Longfellow,
that the baby boy en-

joyed his grandfather’s singing and being trotted on the
knee while visiting her parents in Hiram. This may
have been the poet’s gift for rhythm in verses for
which he was so famous!

The boy would become a storyteller. His fa-
mous “Midnight Ride of Paul Revere” has some irony
in it. Longfellow depicts Revere as a hero while his
grandfather had a poor opinion of him due to his lack
of cooperation in fighting the British at the ill-fated
battle of Penobscot Bay, Maine. Wadsworth, then sec-
ond in command, ordered Revere to transport some in-
jured soldiers using his own boat. Revere refused and
also was guilty of trading with the enemy by selling his
silverware to some of them. This resulted in a court-
martial, somewhat different than the hero in “Midnight
Ride”!

Zilpah was a gifted observer of people, nature
and her surroundings as revealed in letters and jour-
nals. Inheriting his mother’s love for literature, plus
proving to be a very bright child, landed him in school
at the tender age of three, entering college at fifteen. At

The Tripoli Monument at the US
Naval Academy,Annapolis, MD.
The author points to Henry
Wadsworth’s name.

The Poet
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HAVE A SAMSON/SAMPSON ARTICLE THAT YOU  WOULD LIKE TO SHARE? NOTIFY EDITOR STACY WOOD. SEE PAGE 4 FOR ADDRESS.

ST. MARY’S CHURCH, HENLOW, BED-
FORDSHIRE – REVISITED
By Joan and Deb Miller

On Saturday, 16 May 2009, we arrived at St.
Mary the Virgin Church at approximately 3:30 p.m. af-

ter an extensive travel day
by bus. We traveled these
same roads on 25 September
2007. As we hugged and
shook hands, it seemed like
only yesterday when we
were greeted at the church
entrance by long-time
Church member Jackie
Painter, Church Warden Pat
Tomlin, and several other
members of the Church.

This was our ninth day
on the General Society spon-
sored tour led by Barbara

Williams, its Historic Sites Committee Chair. She and
her husband Frank, PHSK Governor Joan Miller and
husband Don and daughter Deb, and Wayne Hitt had
visited in 2007 when we dedicated our Henry Samson
memorial plaque. Pilgrim Henry was baptized in this
church on 15 Jan 1604.

The then Vicar John Morley has since retired.
James E. Burgess, a lifetime member of St. Mary’s,
whom we had met in 2007, was away on vacation. Mr.
Burgess, a Samson cousin through Pilgrim Henry’s ma-
ternal grandfather Edmund Cowper (Cooper), is an hon-
orary PHSK member. Mr. Burgess drew the image of St.
Mary’s church on the note cards, a copy of which was
given to each of twenty-seven tour members. Jackie
Painter, the official church contact for both our PHSK
and the Pilgrim John Howland Society, gave us a most
informative review of the Church history. Imagine: built
of pre-15th century ironstone, aisles built and the nave
lengthened in the 13th century. We were told that the
massive tower was built in
the 15th century. Most im-
pressive is the belfry at the
top of the tower which, we
were told, contains a fine
peal of eight bells. Our
“Merchant Adventurer,”
Don Miller, climbed the
stairs to take pictures of the

Continued on page 4

bells.
How we see the Church today is very much how

it looked when Henry Samson and Elizabeth Tilley were
baptized there. The Pilgrim John Howland Society dedi-
cated a memorial tablet in 1988 to Elizabeth Tilley, bap-
tized here in 1607, who married John Howland circa
1624-25.

After Jackie’s presentation, our tour leader and
PHSK Assistant Governor Barbara Williams asked
Jackie and Pat to come in front of our tour members so
she could present copies of “Mayflower Families
Through Five Generations – Family of Henry Samson,”
Volume 20, Parts 1-3, to St. Mary’s Church members.
PHSK Governor Joan Miller then presented a check for
$100 to Church Warden Pat
Tomlin. PHSK Education
Chair Deb Miller gave Jackie
fifty pencils inscribed with
“PHSK” and the website
www.sail1620.org                               to share
with their Sunday school
class members.

We were delighted to
be offered tea, coffee, and
cookies by the women of the
Church. We felt a bit of sad-
ness as we hugged and shook
hands again because we knew it was time to continue on
our journey.

*
Editor’s note: The following was received from Jackie
Painter on May 18th:
Dear Joan and Barbara

I realise that you won't receive this e-mail until
you get home.

First of all, it was absolutely wonderful to see
you all on Saturday. We so enjoyed your visit - just
sorry it wasn't for longer. We hope you enjoyed the rest
of your day and indeed the rest of your holiday.

On behalf of everyone here at St Mary's Church
in Henlow, I would like to thank you so much for the
donation of $100 which will go towards the upkeep of
our wonderful historic church. Thank you also for the 3
books about Henry Samson's descendants. These are
quite mind-blowing - the research that has gone into
this. What a wonderful job.

I think I may have explained on the day of your
visit. We have quite a few books which have been pre-
sented to us over the years, mainly by the Pilgrim John

St. Mary’s Church
by James E. Burgess

St. Mary’s Bells
Don Miller Photo

Church Warden Pat
Tomlin accepts $100
check from Gov. Miller
(rt). Church contact
Jackie Painter (ctr).

Continued next column



    Page 4   THE SAMSON KINDRED SPIRIT      SUMMER 2009

DONATIONS FOR PHSK MEMORIALS: CHECKS PAYABLE TO “PHSK” SENT TO  OUR TREASURER. SEE ABOVE FOR ADDRESS.

ABRAHAM SAMPSON DESCENDANT REPORT
The “work in progress” Abraham Sampson Descen-
dant Report on www.PilgrimHenrySamsonKindred.org
on 4 July was again  updated. It has now grown to over
1465 pages of text and 178 pages of all name index
(with dates). Some lines have been brought 12 genera-
tions up to 2009! It is downloadable as a PDF to one
and all. Because of its length, it is suggested that you
save it and not print it out. However, sources are not in-
cluded. They, along with any other type of PDF e-mail
report are available for FREE to any member just for the
asking (see the instructions on the Website for what re-
ports are available). Non-members are charged $25 for
reports with sources. Members are urged to forward
their Abraham Sampson lines to Stacy Wood for inclu-
sion in the database (see page 1 for addresses). Our
thanks to a number of members who have done so.
Hundreds (a thousand?) of descendants of Abraham via
Henry Howland (Pilgrim John’s brother) and John
Russell are currently being entered thanks to Raymond
Wing bringing the 1918 The Howland Heirs, posted in
entirety on Google books, to the compiler’s attention.
No details about living descendants will be included.

*ANNUAL DUES NOTICE - $15*
Our Kindred fiscal year runs from 1 July to 30 June.
2009-2010 membership dues are now being requested.
Your dues support our important projects. As previously
announced, thanks to Barbara and Frank Williams the
memorial for Henry in his Henlow parish church was
dedicated last September. We would also like to place
appropriate memorials to both Henry and Abraham in
Duxbury where they both lived, in Plymouth where
Henry initially owned property, and as well in the All
Saints Church in Campton, Bedfordshire, where Abra-
ham was baptized  Your dues also supports this thrice a
year newsletter. We also need to complete obtaining
not-for-profit 501(c)3 status to make more attractive fi-
nancial gifts to our PHSK. Until that status is obtained,
we never-the-less welcome “non tax deductible” dona-
tions. They may be included with your dues. Non-
payment of dues by 1 DECEMBER may result in removal
from our membership and mailing list.  Checks should
be made payable to “PHSK” and forwarded to:

 Everard Munsey, Treasurer PHSK
 216A Pine Lane
 Osterville, MA 02665

NB: MEMBERS WHO HAVE JOINED DURING APRIL-JULY 2009  (I.E.
#97 & 98) DO NOT HAVE TO PAY ADDITIONAL 2009-2010 DUES!

Howland Society.  One of the problems of our old
church is that is a bit damp, and books would go
mouldy if stored in church. I use my study at home as a
Pilgrim Library, and people are welcome to borrow
books as they wish.  When we have an open day we get
all the books out in church together with a display about
the Pilgrims. These books will be a wonderful addition
to our library!

Once again, lots of love from us all here in Hen-
low.

Jackie Painter

Continued from page 3

May 2009 GSMD Historic Sites Tour Members in St.
Mary the Virgin Church, Henlow, Bedfordshire, Eng-
land. This and all other tour photos by Don Miller.

FUTURE SAMSON/SAMPSON MEMORIALS
Board member Muriel C. Cushing has been researching
the locations of Duxbury, MA, property of both Pilgrim
Henry and Abraham. She will be visiting the probable
locations and see if they are possible sites for historic
markers/memorials. See her report in the next issue.

DR. JEREMY D. BANGS’ LONG AWAITED
BOOK Strangers and Pilgrims, Travellers and Sojourn-
ers - Leiden and the Foundations of Plymouth Colony is
being published by GSMD. It should be available within
a matter of months. A great gift!




