
BRIGADIER GENERAL PELEG WADSWORTH
American Revolutionary War Hero

by  Mary Douglas Trickey
    This is the story of two Mayflower descendants who had
hardships in Maine during the Revolutionary War. Peleg
was descended from Henry Samson (Peleg5Wadsworth, Su-
sanna/Lusanna4, John3, Stephen2, Henry1 Samson) while his
wife Elizabeth came from Richard Warren (Elizabeth6,
Samuel5, Joseph4-3 Bartlett, Mary2, Richard1 Warren).
    Peleg was born in Duxbury, Massachusetts, in 1748,
graduated from Harvard in 1769 and taught school for sev-
eral years in Plymouth. He believed that every boy should
be trained in military service. Twenty boys were outfitted
with wooden guns and tin swords while a few drums were
added. Each pleasant day he marched his little company up
and down at Plymouth Court House. He later kept a store,
earning enough so he could marry Plymouth born Elizabe-
beth. They lived in Plymouth for three years where Peleg

From Bedfordshire, Eng.:
Henry Samson
bapt. 1604 Henlow
Abraham Sampson
bapt. 1614 Campton
(Villages 3 miles apart)
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

#83 Catherine Marie Pickett - MO; #84 Lorene Edna
Lechner - WA; #85 Thomas Frederick Allen - WA; #86
Kari Ruth Samson - CA; #87 Mary Douglas Trickey -
RI; #88 Darlene Stone Fassler - MT; #89 Joe-Anne H.
Corwin - ME; #90 Marjorie Lucille Burt - NE; #91 Su-
sanna Marie Pollock-Hough - OK; #92 Pamela Rae
Burkman - NV; #93 Betty Ann Knight-Swisher - MI;
#94 Harold Y. Sampson - CO; #95 Raleigh Ann
Jacques - MI; #96 William Edgar Nunn - PA.

Image courtesy of the author.

Continued on page 2

BAPTISMAL RECORD OF HENRY SAMSON
    Jane Fletcher Fiske FASG, our Kindred friend and com-
piler of Parts 2 and 3 of the Five Generation Samson
books, has obtained an image of the record of Henry Sam-
son’s baptism from the Bedfordshire County Archivist.

“Henry Sampson son of James Sampson” is legible and the
date following the entry number 8 at left is believed to be
“the xvth.” January (not shown here) is above the previous
entry and “February” can be seen under his name. She also
obtained the image of Abraham Sampson’s baptism. Unfor-
tunately it is not reproducible.
    For those who have not heard the news, Jane received
the PA Mayflower Society’s prestigious 11th national Kitty
Little Distinguished Mayflower Scholarship award on Jan-
uary 24th of this year. She joins previous stellar recipients
that include Caroline Kardell, Robert Charles Anderson,
Jeremy Bangs, James and Peggy Baker, the Rev. Gary
Marks, Edith Bates Thomas, Alice Teal and Nathaniel
Philbrick. Congratulations and many thanks Jane!

    Deb Miller, our Pilgrim Henry Samson Kindred Education
Chair has introduced a curriculum, "Mayflower and Me" for
schools, nationwide. Her curriculum has been endorsed by au-
thors and educational professionals worldwide.
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Eventually, three months later, a visit by Elizabeth and
Miss Fenno was allowed. We can only imagine the emo-
tionally charged reunion. Miss Fenno, according to some
sources, overheard the British talking of sending Peleg to
England. He could not be exchanged here. When leaving
the fort Miss Fenno turned to Peleg and admonished,
“Take care of yourself, Sir!” Plans had to be made for his
family to get home to Duxbury.

A Major Benjamin Burton was captured and be-
came Peleg’s cellmate (a foolish thing for the enemy to
do, and fortunate for our hero). A barber, who was also a
rebel, procured a gimlet tool for the prisoners. They had
to attack the board ceiling by day as the noise would be
too revealing at night. Because he was the taller of the
two, Burton did most of the work while Peleg was look-
out. They disguised the gimlet holes with bread.

After patiently waiting for the right moment, a
heavy June thunder shower provided the opportunity for
escape. They blew out the candles and went to bed, but
arose again in the dark. Burton pulled down the weak-
ened board with great effort and then climbed up through
the hole in the ceiling with his blanket. Wadsworth fol-
lowed with difficulty because of his damaged arm. They
struggled to clear the parapets, clawed their way over
wooden picket fences, cleared over the chevaux de frise
and rolled down the muddy embankments. Here the two
became separated. Wadsworth proceeded westward
through the woods one half mile to a cove (which today
bears his name and is led to by Wadsworth Cove Road)
and waded another half mile across a three foot deep
mud flat. Fortunately the tide was out.

General Campbell recorded the escape in a letter
to his superior Sir Henry Clinton K.B., Commander in
Chief of the British forces, thusly:

I am sorry to inform your Excellency that on the
19th instant, the Rebel Brigadier General Wadsworth who
was confined here in Barrack Room, with one Burton
once a major of Militia, made their escape, by cutting a
Hole in the ceiling of the Room, although two Sentrys
were constantly Posted at the Door of the Room and a
Window but in the Door for the Sentrys to look through
to observe their Motions.

At daybreak our hero was drying out his clothes
when Burton appeared. They lost no time in finding a
rowboat to cross the large Penobscot Bay. At one time
the British were sighted in pursuit about a mile away, but
our friends headed for a peninsula where they fled into
the woods, covering twenty-five miles on the first day.
Fifteen miles were done on the second day. They rested
on the third day as nights had been cold and sleep was
needed. After a good nap, the two escapees headed for

raised a company of soldiers and joined the Continen-
tal Army at Roxbury, attacking the British in Boston.
Elizabeth and their baby son Alexander stayed near by,
but the baby died at about one year of age and is buried
at Dorchester Heights.

Four years later, now a brigadier general, Peleg
acquitted himself very well at the ill-fated Battle of
Penobscot in Maine. According to accounts, his was
the only successful part of the expedition under
Brigadier General Solomon Lovell against the British
foothold, Fort George at Bagaduce, now called Cas-
tine, Maine.

In 1780, General Wadsworth was sent back to
Maine with 500 men to defend the coast, his headquar-
ters being a log cabin in Thomaston, Maine. The State
of Massachusetts, which had sent him there, did not
support him with money or supplies. He wrote to head-
quarters saying that he could not feed an army on river
fish, but his requests, even to be relieved of his duty,
went unanswered. He had taken some of his family
with him: his wife, her companion Miss Fenno, and
their children Charles and Elizabeth. No marker indi-
cates their home today but Wadsworth Street and Court
are named for him.

He had no choice but to depart from this area,
so, as he was preparing to leave, a spy informed the
British of his plans. On a very cold night, February 17,
1781, a British party of twenty-five men attacked the
Wadsworth cabin after overcoming a guard. They shot
their way into the house but Wadsworth defended him-
self with two pistols, a blunderbuss and a fusee. Eliza-
beth ran to the children’s room for safety.

Peleg took a musket
ball just above the el-
bow in his left arm and
then surrendered. The
enemy kept on shooting
so he asked, “My good
fellows, why are you
shooting after I have
surrendered?” Elizabeth
threw a blanket over
her husband because

his coat would not fit over the wound that Miss Fenno
had tied up with a handkerchief. His captors forced
him to walk through several miles of ice and snow al-
though he was weakened by the loss of blood.

At Fort George in Castine where he was im-
prisoned, he was treated civilly as officers were. His
wound was dressed and he was invited to eat at Gen-
eral John Campbell’s table and offered books to read.

Peleg Wadsworth’s Pistol, circa
1770. Courtesy of the Main His-
torical Society.  Browse thou-
sands of historical images online
at www.MaineMemory.net.
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familiar territory and astounded their friends when they
came into view.

Meanwhile, Elizabeth, Miss Fenno and the chil-
dren had taken a ship to Boston, but were taken ashore
in Portsmouth, New Hampshire, as the ship ran aground
and some damage was done to it. Elizabeth encountered
a new problem: her money was not accepted there. She
remembered a Rev. Buckminster lived nearby so she
contacted him. He furnished her with money and a car-
riage to take her to her home.

General Wadsworth stayed at an inn in Thomas-
ton for one day and recovered one of his horses and,
with a bodyguard, preceded to Falmouth (now called
Portland). We can imagine what a happy homecoming
he had in Duxbury.

After keeping store in Duxbury for four years
and the addition of four more children, Peleg was of-
fered 7,800 acres of land at 12½ cents per acre between
the Saco and Ossipee rivers in what is now Hiram, Ox-
ford Co., Maine. While the rest of his family lived in the
first brick house built in Portland where Peleg had set

up another store to support his growing family, two
miles above what is now Hiram village, Peleg built a
small house for son Charles Lee who farmed there. One
mile closer to the village Peleg built an eleven room re-
tirement home, Wadsworth Hall, in the late 1700s.

Peleg and Elizabeth had eleven children: 1.
Alexander Scammel - named for a Harvard friend, died
in infancy; 2. Charles Lee – named for the eccentric
military strategist – slept through the Thomaston shoot-
ing at age 5!; 3. Zilpah - married attorney Stephen
Longfellow of Portland and named her second son
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (the poet) in memory of
her slain brother Henry; 4. Elizabeth – died of tubercu-
losis when an adult; 5. John – graduated from Harvard
and became an attorney. His siblings called him
“gentleman John” because he was bookish and one
imagines that he balked at manual labor. He lived in Hi-
ram; 6. Lucia – lived with Zilpah and helped with the
children – never married; 7. Henry – U.S. Navy – killed
at Tripoli while fighting the Barbary pirates – name ap-
pears on U.S. Naval Academy Tripoli monument; 8.
Alexander Scammel – named for his deceased brother –
U.S. Navy - served aboard USS Constitution; 9. George
– died of quinsy (acute tonsillitis) when an adult –
worked in a bank or counting house. Fathered Ferdinand
who was raised by his grandparents – worked with his
uncle Samuel; 10. Samuel Bartlett – named for his ma-
ternal grandfather – established a hardware store which
is run by his descendants this day in Eastport, ME; Pe-
leg Jr. – farmed and surveyed the land in Hiram all his
life – also a general of the state militia which trained in
his home – married Lusanna Wadsworth, his first cousin
(the author’s great-great grandfather).

As Wadsworth Hall has always been in the fam-
ily, this writer was born, grew up, met my future hus-
band Earle there while I was a tour guide and married
him there in its “great hall.” Today my sister, a married
daughter and two granddaughters (Peleg’s sixth through
eighth generations) live there.  An ell was added in the
early 1800s and that is the family quarters. Being such a
big house, now there is plenty of room for three genera-
tions. My siblings and I are grateful to my sister Susan
for maintaining the place and its history. We didn’t
think much about the historical side of the estate when
we were growing up. We all worked hard on the farm
and since it is an isolated spot, we didn’t have much of a
social life. We appreciate it much more now that my
siblings and I are grown. It is a very peaceful spot.

Peleg, Elizabeth and descendants are buried in a

Wadsworth Hall near Hiram, ME, today.

A = Castine, ME & B = Duxbury, MA. By the present day
roads it is about 280 miles and 5 1/2 hours.

Continued on page 4



family graveyard within sight of Wadsworth Hall. Eliza-
beth has been memorialized, the Portland DAR taking
her name. Five hundred acres of the estate remain. Peleg
had spent his retirement years surveying and gave land
to his heirs and sold some to pay off debts.
Editor’s note: Further details about the ancestors and
descendants of Peleg and Elizabeth can be found in the
Mayflower Society’s Mayflower Families Through Five
Generations  Volume Twenty, Part 3, Family of Henry
Samson – Fifth-Generation Descendants of Henry’s
sons Stephen and Caleb compiled by Jane Fletcher
Fiske, FASG. The Biographical Directory of the United
States Congress records that Peleg Wadsworth had
served as an aide to Gen Artemas Ward in 1776, was an
engineer under General Thomas in 1776-1777, became
a brigadier general of the militia in 1777, was adjutant
general of Massachusetts in 1778, moved to Portland
(then a district of Massachusetts) in 1784, became a
land agent, served in the Massachusetts senate in 1792,
was elected to the Third Congress and reelected as a
Federalist to the six succeeding Congresses (4 March
1793-3 Mar 1807, and moved to Oxford Co., Maine in
1807. His date of birth has been listed as 25 April 1748
and 6 May 1748. He died in Hiram 12 November 1829.
He was a descendant of Pilgrims John Alden, William
Brewster, William Mullins, Henry Samson, and Richard
Warren. His wife Elizabeth Bartlett was descended from
Pilgrims John Howland, John Tilley, and Richard War-
ren. The Maine Historical Society’s collections include
artifacts originally owned by Peleg Wadsworth.

Next issue: Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

LEIDEN 400
    Even though there is no evidence that Henry Samson
ever was or was not a part of the Leiden, Holland, En-
glish Separatist group, PHSK members should know
that this year marks the 400th anniversary of that group
relocating from Amsterdam. They had first settled in
Amsterdam after their second attempt to leave England
for the religious tolerance offered by Holland. After a
year there they found it difficult to fit in with other Sep-
aratists who had settled there earlier.
    Certain PHSK members will be part of either the Pil-
grim Society or Mayflower Society groups going to
England and Holland this Spring. Among the
Mayflower Society group will be our Governor Joan
Miller, Assistant Governor Barbara Williams, and Edu-
cation Chair Deb Miller. In England they will be visit-
ing Henlow, Bedfordshire, where our Henry was bap-
tized in 1604 in the St. Mary the Virgin Church (See
page 1). Our Governor Joan will be presenting the
church a check for $100 and Barbara Williams and her
husband Frank are presenting copies, on behalf of
PHSK, of the General Society’s three-volume “Family
of Henry Samson” which they have purchased. Both
gifts were authorized at our September, 2008, Triennial
meeting. In Holland they will be visiting the Leiden
American Pilgrim Museum that is under the direction of
the esteemed Pilgrim historian Jeremy D. Bangs. You
may read a number of Dr. Bangs’ articles and some
chapters of his forthcoming book on the Pilgrims in Lei-
den on the PA Mayflower Society’s www.Sail1620.org.                                

*
    The Abraham Sampson Descendants Report “work in
progress” was updated on March 13, 2009. There are
1,432 pages of text and 203 of all-name-index with
dates (approximately 16,000 individuals).  See it at
www.PilgrimHenrySamsonKindred.org

*
    Y-DNA Project Chair Muriel Cushing is still looking
for more males with the surname Sampson/Samson to
participate.
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The Wadsworth Cemetery at Wadsworth Hall.The older
and rounded-toped stones to the right of the monument

are those of Peleg and Elizabeth.
All images with this article, with the exception of the pistol,

were provided by the author.




