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“BRAVE AS A LION”:
CAPT. IRA B. SAMPSON. JR.

UNION ARMY HERO

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

#81 J. Michael Phelps  CA
#82 Guy Moellendorf  WA

In the previous issue it was announced that this issue
would feature a Union hero of the Civil War, Capt. Ira B.
Sampson, Jr.

Ira B. Sampson, Jr. was a 4th great-grandson of Abraham
Sampson (Ira B. Sampson Jr.7, Ira B.6, Issacher5, Zabdiel4,
George Jr.3, George2, Abraham1). His mother was Julia Ann
Bush. Ira Jr. was born in Springfield, Massachusetts, on 22
Apr 1840 and died 23 Dec 1890 in Tempe, Arizona. Ac-
cording to a Massachusetts marriage certification dated 10
Mar 1891, on 25 April 1865 he married Mary Almira Coo-
ley (1844-1933) in Springfield, MA. Other erroneous dates
and places of their marriage and births have been pub-
lished. It states that they were both born in that town. They
had three children: Marcus Cooley (1867-1868), Walter C.
(1868-1940) who married circa 1897 Bertha V. Taylor
(1874-?), and Lulu (1871-1937).

Ira B. Sampson, Jr. (1840-1890)

WOULD YOU LIKE YOUR “SPIRIT” NEWSLETTER IN LIVING COLOR? SEE PAGE 4

Although no line has been found to Pilgrim Henry Samson,
Abraham Sampson’s probable 1st cousin, Ira’s ancestors
did include Pilgrims John Alden, William Mullins, George
Soule and Capt. Myles Standish. Ira’s wife Mary A. Coo-
ley is descended from Pilgrims John Alden and William
Mullins.

The Federal Census traces his occupations as a bookkeeper
in 1860 in Springfield, a superintendent of a cork shop in
Springfield in 1870, and a cork manufacturer in Albany in
1880. It is his short career as a soldier in the 1860s that we
are interested in here.

An 1883 history of the 27th Regiment of Massachusetts
Volunteers during the Civil War by a W. P. Derby states
that Ira received a sergeant-major’s warrant on 7 Dec 1861,
and commissioned a 2nd lieutenant on 1 Mar 1862, and was
considered for promotion when he resigned. “He was pre-
sent in marches and battles of the Twenty-Seventh Regi-
ment until the close of the siege of Washington, N. C., re-
ceiving honorable mention for a successful movement from
Bachelor’s Creek, against Whitford’s guerrillas. He was
promoted to captain of Company G, Second Mass. Heavy
Artillery [14 Aug 1863], and after several months of re-
cruiting service at the North, returned to active duty. Large
bounties had drawn a great number of bounty-jumpers to
his command, and the moving of the battalion to the seat of
war without the loss of a man was warmly commended by
Governor [John A.] Andrew and Gen’l Pierce.”

Capt. Sampson was captured at Plymouth, North Carolina
on 20 Apr 1864 and imprisoned at the infamous Confeder-
ate military prison Andersonville      Continued on page 2



THE INVENTORY OF THE ESTATE OF
HENRY SAMPSON

“An inventory taken of the estate of the Late De-
ceased henery Sampson of Duxberrow by us whose
Names are under written;

[£] [s] [d]

Item To Land in Dartmouth 70 00 00
Item To one Cow 02 05 00
Item Armes wearing Clothes and Lyberary

04 10 00
Item To bedes and beding 12 00 00
Item To pewter brasse & Iron  10 00 00
Item a Table and benches 01 10 00
Item to one and harnise 00
Item to Chaines and plow Irons and Glasse bottells

01
Item To one Chest three wheeles and some other
Lumber 01
Item To Corne 08

The totall sume is 106

The Debts that are Due out of the estate
is first To Elizabeth Sproute 01 05 00
To mr Winge of Boston 03 10 00
To mr Thomas three Gallons of Rum And other fu-
nerall charges 00 18 04
To mr Wiswall 00 08 00
To the Country 00 04 00
Thomas Delano
Joseph Chandeler

Stephen Sampson made oath in Court the 5th of
March 1684/85 that this a true Inventory of the es-
tate of henery Sampson Deceased' and that when
hee knowes more hee will cause it to be added to
this Inventory as Attests
Nathaniel Morton, Secretary”

 Editor’s note: the values given above are in
Pounds Sterling (£), shillings (s) of which there are
20 to the £, and pence (d) of which there are 12 to a
shilling. Note that Henry’s name is spelled “Henery
Sampson.” This was previously published in The
Mayflower Descendant, Volume 2, p. 142-144.
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Continued from page  1
in Georgia. There he was recorded as a Private, Com-
pany G, 2nd Massachusetts Heavy Artillery.

The Library of the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill in its Southern Historical Collection has a
226 page diary and memo book for the years 1864-
1865. It measures about 2” x 3” and bears his signature
on the title page. His script is difficult to read. On page
59 in the entry for Wednesday, 20 March, he writes at
Fort William: “At 16 ½ o’clock, attack   a flag was run
down, a surrender made. The loss of my detachment
was 3 killed, 1 mortally wounded, 9 wounded some
severely. Most of the detachment taken prisoner.”
Throughout his imprisonment he writes of the de-
plorable conditions and lack of food. The account of the
escape could not be located.

A Declaration for Original Pension dated 1 Dec 1881,
states that Ira, then a bookkeeper in Albany, NY, had
been honorably discharged from the Army in Raleigh,
NC on 8 Jun 1865. A Declaration for Original Pension
of a Widow – Child or Children under Sixteen Years of
Age Surviving filed in Tempe, AZ, by Ira’s widow
Mary on 4 Feb 1891 stated that Ira had died 23 Dec
1890. Their three children, Marcus Cooley (long de-
ceased), Walter C., and Lulu are listed.

Only one grandchild, Marion V. Sampson, apparently
the only child of son Walter C., Marion V. born Mar
1899, has been identified and she was living unmarried
with her parents in 1930. Daughter Lulu never married.
Thus, it would appear that Ira and Mary have no living
descendants. Thus ends the line of Capt. Ira B. Sampson
who, a nameless contemporary writer described “as
brave as a lion.”

Editor’s Note: With thanks to Dean Stimpson (a 5th

cousin of Ira) and Doug Cooley (a 3rd cousin) for con-
tributing much of the documentation for this article.

GIVE YOUR LOCAL SCHOOL A GIFT THAT KEEPS GIVING: “MAYFLOWER AND ME,” A CURRICULUM FOR K-12.  SEE BOTTOM OF  PAGE 3.
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PILGRIM HENRY SAMSON KINDRED’S
 FIRST TRIENNIAL

Message to All from your PHSK Governor:

Thank you and congratulations to those who attended
our Pilgrim Henry Samson Kindred (PHSK) first trien-
nial meeting on Saturday, 06 September 2008 at the
Radisson Hotel, Plymouth, MA.  I am pleased to an-
nounce that our membership chair has reported as of 06
September 2008 we have 76 PHSK members. Our goal
is to double our membership by our second triennial
meeting in 2011.

Our first triennial meeting began with an Invocation by
our Pennsylvania Mayflower Society Elder and PHSK
Education Chair Deb G. Miller.

Thanks to one of our newest PHSK members Scott Sam-
son who assisted with members and guests signing in,
filling out name tags and passing out literature.  Our
program began with viewing a Power Point presentation
starting with honoring our PHSK 50 founders.  Among
our attendees were six (6) founders: Paul Bumpus, His-
torian/Archivist; Muriel Cushing, Y-DNA chair and our
genealogist; Barbara Sampson Dillon, Secretary; Ever-
ard Munsey, Treasurer, and his wife Ann Munsey; Deb
Miller, Education Chair and Joan Miller, Governor.
Others present at our first triennial included: Scott Sam-
son, Loren E. Somes, Mr. and Mrs. Frank L. Clifford,
Judith Elfring, George Hough, Barbara Kinsell, Ren
Cushing husband of Muriel Cushing, Linda Longley,
Mr. and Mrs. James Wilman, Barbara Williams our
Memorial Chair, Harry Mackay, Emily Palmer, and
Phyllis Henson.

New Business was launched by the “Election of Offi-
cers.”  Incumbent officers nominated to serve from
2008-2011 are:  Joan Miller, Governor, Barbara Samp-
son Dillon, Secretary; and Everard Munsey, Treasurer.
Our newly elected officer is Barbara Williams as Assis-
tant Governor.  Committees, assistants, and appointed
positions are as follows:

Committees:

Ø Executive Chair:  Joan  Miller; Memorials
Chair: Barbara Williams; Y-DNA Project Chair:
Muriel Cushing; Membership Chair,  Valeria
Reckert; and Education Chair: Deb G. Miller

Assistants:

Ø Term expires 2011: Margaret Bobertz and Deb
G, Miller. Term expires 2014: Paul Bumpus and
Muriel Cushing. Term expires 2017: Valeria
Reckert, Rev. Ronald C. Lawson and Scott
Samson.

Appointees:

Ø Internal Audit and Elder: The Rev. Ronald
Lawson; Counselor: Scott Samson; Genealogist:                  

              Continued on page 4

Row one (on chairs) from left to right: Deb Miller, Joan
Miller, Barbara Williams, Barbara Dillon, Barbara
Kniser, Emily Palmer

Row two:  Frank Clifford, Linda Longley, Mrs. M.L.
Hough, George A. Hough, Paul Bumpus, Judy Elfring,
Ann Munsey, Phyllis Hanson

Back row: Ginny Wilman,  Jim Wilman, Ev Munsey,
Muriel Cushing, Scott Samson.

Photo by Ren Cushing

PHSK FIRST TRIENNIAL MEETING ATTENDEES

AN INTRODUCTION  TO “MAYFLOWER AND ME” CAN BE SEEN AT HTTP://WWW.SAIL1620.ORG/TEACHERS-STUDENTS.
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PRESIDENT GERALD R. FORD
ABRAHAM SAMPSON  8TH GREAT GRANDSON

DONATIONS FOR PILGRIM HENRY SAMSON MEMORIAL: CHECKS PAYABLE TO “PHSK” SENT TO TREASURER. SEE PAGE  2 FOR ADDRESS.

The late 38th President of the United States, Gerald R.
Ford, Jr., was a descendant of Abraham Sampson
(Gerald Rudolff Ford, Jr.11, Dorothy Ayer Gardner10,,
Adele Augusta Ayer9, George Manney Ayer8, Elida
Vanderbaugh Manney7, Elizabeth Collins6, Rhonda
Ricketson5, Jonathan Ricketson4, Abigail Howland3, Ju-
dith Sampson2, Abraham Sampson1 ). He was also a 9th
great grandson of Henry Howland, Pilgrim John How-
land’s brother.

Many people are not aware that President Ford’s birth
name was Leslie Lynch King, Jr. He was adopted by his
step-father Gerald Rudolff Ford.

Gerald R. Ford, Jr. (1913-2006)
The longest-lived U.S. President.

Continued from page 3
Muriel Cushing; Historian/Archivist: Paul Bumpus;
Kindred Spirit News Editor: Stacy B. C. Wood, Jr. and
Webmasster: Joseph Howand Wood.

Secretary Barbara Dillon gave her report of the years
between September 2005-2008. Historian Paul Bumpus
suggested Abraham Sampson should be called a
“probable” cousin of Henry Samson instead of a
“possible” cousin.     The minutes were approved.

Treasurer Everard Munsey reported a total balance as of
August 14, 2008 of $4,526.12. The books were audited
by Rev Lawson and a discussion was brought forth
about the urgency of applying for a 501(C)3 status.  Due
to a need to review and discuss this in more depth, Scott
Samson agreed to meet with Ev and report back to the
Governor at a later date.  The Treasurer’s report was ap-
proved.

Memorial Chair Barbara Williams reported she would
be going to St Mary’s Church, Henlow, UK  in May
2009 and would like to bring the three published vol-
umes of Henry Samson Mayflower Families Through
Five Generations (silver books) to Saint Mary’s Parish.
Barbara graciously agreed to donate the books. Barbara
and her husband Rev Frank Williams were given a gift
of appreciation for donating the Henry Samson Memo-
rial Plaque that is mounted in St Mary’s church. An
original pen and ink card of St. Mary’s Church by its
member James Burgess was given to all present at our
triennial meeting.

Y-DNA Chair Muriel Cushing’s husband Ren Cushing
gave Muriel’s report that our goal is to establish how
Henry Samson and Abraham Sampson are related.
Through the memberships involvement we have been
able to establish that Henry and Abraham do share a
common ancestor.  Historian/Archivist Paul Bumpus
suggested that members contribute money for the kits
used to test those who have a direct line to either Henry
or Abraham. It was our late founder and member No. 1
Caroline Kardell who initiated this program nearly two
years ago.                           Continued on page 5

IMPORTANT NOTICE!
Most of the images used in our Samson Kidnred Spirit
are in color but due to printing costs appear in black and
white in the copy sent to members via the U.S. Postal
Service. You could instead be seeing the images in
“living color” if you chose to receive your copy elec-
tronically.  To receive the electronic copy you need
merely send the editor an e-mail saying “Electronic 
Spirit” in the subject line. Then you must remember to 
keep the editor advised immediately if you change 
your e-mail address.



Continued from page 4
Education Chair Deb G. Miller reported on her
Mayflower and Me K-12 Curriculum available to all, for
an introductiory fee of $102.00, in hopes of dispelling
the myths and misconceptions that surround our Pilgrim
forefathers.  The Mayflower and Me (MAM) is available
by going to www.sail1620.org .                                

As reported by Barbara Dillon and Joan Miller, the
Henry Samson Kindred Spirit newsletter launched in
April 2006 and edited and published by Stacy B.C.
Wood, Jr., is distributed 3 times a year and includes arti-
cles by members and descendants of Henry Samson and
Abraham Sampson as well as places named for or asso-
ciated with them.  Contribution of articles for considera-
tion would be greatly appreciated.

Webmaster Joseph Howland Wood started the website
eight months before our society was organized. In addi-
tion to being our home page, our website has many
other worthwhile articles and links.  Our webmaster re-
ports our site has had 3,207 visitors from July 22, 2007

to August 21, 2008 and visits from 44 countries in addi-
tion to the United States.

Our New Business included a vote to donate $100.00
toward a memorial fund for Caroline Kardell and
$100.00 be donated to Saint Mary’s church in Henlow,
UK, to be presented at the time Barbara Williams pre-
sents the silver books in May 2009. We also discussed
placing a plaque for both Henry and Abraham in the
town of Duxbury.  (Information to follow regarding this
project in an article in a future Spirit newsletter).

In April 2008, our mascot was born as the Baltimore
Zoo, “Baby Samson.”  He has become our first honorary
four legged friend.

Browse for articles and pictures in our future Spirit
newsletter.  Read about our pending trip to Henlow,
England in May 2009, our progress with our Y-DNA,
Abraham Sampson, and a great deal more.

As our name implies, we are as bright as the sun and the
ruler of our home…..let us dazzle and lead our Pilgrim
Henry Samson
Kindred into a
future of past ap-
preciations and
new beginnings.

Joan Miller

Joan Miller, PHSK Governor, visiting
Samson Cousins in Warwick, R.I.
Left to right: Marilyn Famiglietti,
Joan Miller, Susanne Lane.            

Photo by Don Miller.
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Barbara and Frank Williams receiving a gift of appreci-
ation for donating the Henry Samson plague that is
mounted inside St Mary’s church in Henlow, England.

Photo by Don Miller.

JOINED BEFORE APRIL 2008? PLEASE SEND FORGOTTEN ANNUAL DUES ($15) PAYABLE TO “PHSK” TO OUR TREASURER. ADDRESS ON PAGE 2.



to be executor of this my Last Will and Testament to
pay all my Debts and Legacyes and to receive all Dues;
14 It is my Desire that my trusty and honored frind mr
Wiswall would be the overseer of this my last will and
Testament; Thus Desireing to waite untill my Change
shalbe; and that those that come aftr may be att Peace; I
shall subscribe with my hand and seale the Day & yeer
above expressed; signed and sealed in the prsence of the
witnesses:
Thomas Delano
Joseph Channdeler

Henery Sampson, his H marke, seale

Thomas Delano & Joseph Chandeler made oath in Court
the 5th of March 1684/85 that they see henery Sampson
signe seale and Declare this to be his Last will and Tes-
tament; and that to the best of theire Judgment hee was
of a Disposeing mind when hee soe Did;”
Editor’s note: Henry died 24 Dec 1684. The date appearing
on the will lists the 10th month which, until 1752, was Decem-
ber, not October, the new year starting in March.

THE WILL OF HENRY SAMSON

The following is a transcription of the will of
Henry Samson in the collection of the Pilgrim
Hall Museum, Plymouth, MA:

"Duxburrow this 24th of the 10th 1684
The Last Will and Testament of henery Sampson of
Duxburrow;

In the Name of God Amen
Know all prsons whom it may Concerne that I henery
Sampson being in my right understanding Doe thuse will
and bequeth my estate to be Disposed of, after my Death
1 I Doe Comitt and Comend my soule to God that gave it
mee whom I trust hath redemed it; and my body to the
earth for a season; Desiering that I may be Decently
buried;
2 It is my will that all prsonall Debts be payed out of my
prsonall estate; and that my funerall Charges before any
legacyes
3 I Doe Give and bequeath unto my son Stephen one
third prte of my whole puchase of Land lying and being
in the Township of Dartmouth;
4 I Doe Give unto my son John one third of my whole
purchase of Lands lying and being within the Township
of Dartmouth;
5 I Give and bequeath unto my son James the remaining
prte of the other third of my Land lying within the Tow-
neship of Dartmouth; That is thuse Joseph Russell is to
have the Land which was my son Jameses sold to him the
said Russell; and I signed it taken out of the Last third;
and the remainder is that which I Doe bequeath to my
son James for hee had the Mony for the Land that was
sold to the abovesaid Russell;
6 I Doe further give and bequeath unto my son James one
shilling;
7 I Doe give and bequeath unto my son Caleb one
shilling;
8 I Doe Grant unto my Daughter Elizabeth now the wife
of Roberd Sprout one shilling;
9 I Doe Give and bequeath unto my Daughter hannah
now the wife of Josias holmes one shillinge;
10 It: I Doe give and bequeath unto my Daughter Now
the wife of John hanmore ten shillings;
11 I Doe Give and bequeath unto Mary my Daughter
Now the wife of John Summers; one shillinge
12 I Doe give unto my Daughter Dorcas now the wife of
Thomas Bony one shillinge
13 I Doe Constitute ordaine and appoint; my son Stephen
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ABRAHAM SAMPSON DESCENDANTS REPORT
The latest update of the Abraham Sampson Descendants
Report  was posted on Nov. 19th. It now numbers 1,537
pages. Many Soule and Morse descendants are included.

A CHRISTMAS PRESENT FOR YOU!!

How would you like an
Ahnentafel of an ancestor
FREE with no postage and
handling costs? As noted
above, an update of the

Abraham Sampson Descen-
dants Report has been posted. Included is an All Name

Index starting on page 1346 and consisting of over
11,300 descendants, their spouses and inlaws with

dates. See if you have a close ancestor among them and
then e-mail the name and dates of that ancestor and

spouse to the compiler, Stacy B. C. Wood, Jr., at
sbcwjr@comcast.net and ask for an Ahnentafel. One in
PDF will be sent to you with sources by e-mail. Unfor-

tunately we can’t send you a printout by USPS: Too
many pages! This is one of the benefits of membership.

You may discover some new ancestors!




