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 HENRY SAMSON MEMORIAL
PLAQUE DEDICATED!

    On 27 September 2007 our first memorial was dedicated.
Governor Joan Miller describes the event:

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF PILGRIM
HENRY SAMSON

by Joan C. Miller, Governor

    With much anticipation, the day had finally ar-
rived to unveil our Henry Samson memorial
plaque.
    If I may briefly digress.  Remember the article
written in our spring 2007 PHSK newsletter about
our “angel”, Barbara Williams, GSMD Historical
Sites Chairperson, and her husband retired the
Reverend Frank Williams?  It was at the annual
PA Mayflower Society luncheon on 13 January
2007 that Barbara and Frank announced to our
PHSK editor, Stacy Wood, they would financially
support a plaque to memorialize the 15 January
1604 Baptism of Pilgrim Henry Samson.
Oh yes, there were tears of joy and I must tell you
those “tears of joy” were carried across the miles
to Saint Mary’s Church, Henlow, Bedfordshire

County, UK on Tuesday 27 September 2007
when the fulfillment became a reality.
Visualize, if you would, 41 Mayflower passengers
on a tour bus.  Some were “Saints”; some were
“Strangers” and as our PHSK Education Chair ,
Deb Miller expressed, there was at least one
“Merchant Adventurer” (her Dad) who financed
our trip. Let’s not forget there were 41 Mayflower
passengers back in 1620 who signed our
Mayflower Compact.
    To continue:  we arrived at the Church at about
9:00 A.M.  There to greet us were several mem-
bers of the Church, smiling and waving.  There
we were on the bus peering out our windows,
smiling and waving, too.
Then, the Vicar, Reverend John Morley walked
on to our bus, introduced himself as he welcomed
us, saying that he knew we had been on the bus
for over and hour; that he wanted us to relax as
we enter the church; have a cup of tea
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IMPORTANT NOTICE:  OUR PHSK 1ST TRIENNIAL  IN PLYMOUTH, MA, 6 SEP 2008 2-4 PM . DETAILS IN APR 2008 ISSUE.

“THE SAMSON KINDRED SPIRIT” Cousins all, this
newsletter honors the indomitable spirit of our early 17th
century Plymouth immigrant patriarchs, the presumed 1st
cousins Henry and Abraham Samson/Sampson.

Dedication of the Henry Samson Memorial
Gov. Joan Miller, center, Education Chair Deb Miller
left, Rev. John Morley, right.  James Wilman photo.
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PHSK Y-DNA PROJECT
On 10 June we launched our Y-DNA Project by plac-
ing a dedicated page on our PHSK Website
www.pilgrimhenrysamsonkindred.org. We invite all
male members who have direct Samson/Sampson lines
to take part in this important project aimed to confirm
that Henry and Abraham shared the same grandfather. If
you don’t qualify, perhaps you know a male who does
and might be willing to take part. Our Chair Muriel
Cushing says that we desperately need Pilrgim Henry’s
male descendants to participate who have the Samson/
Sampson surname . If you qualify pleased contact her at
flash1620@comcast.net or Muriel C. Cushing, 605 Via
Tunis Dr., Punta Gorda, FL 33950-6620.

 

PHOTO ALBUM

Governor Joan Miller and  former GSMD Historian General
Caroline L. Kardell, the inspiration for and co-founder of our
Society, at the Howland Society 2007 annual meeting.

Governor Miller visits with PHSK Membership Chair Vale-
ria Reckert (rt) and Val’s mother Yvette. Don Miller photos.

A DAY IN THE LIFE        Continued from page 1
which was being prepared by some of the mem-
bers.  One could just feel the sincerity of their
warm welcome.  While sipping our tea we were en-
couraged to look around and view the glorious
stained glass windows.  Children from their near by
Christian School greeted us with their teacher.
Some of the youngsters chatted with us about their
schooling.  They knew why we were here.
    Rev. Morley invited us to sit in the pews as a
church
member,
James
Burgess,
shared a
brief his-
tory of
the
church.
Later we
were told
James
connects
to Henry
Sam-
son’s
wife, Ann
Plummer.
Amaz-
ingly we
were told
very little
had been
reno-
vated or
changed
since
1604.
Barbara
Williams
was asked to speak before the congregation about
the Henry Samson plaque as the BBC crew was
recording her message.
    We then proceeded toward the unveiling of the
plaque, which up to this moment was draped with a
purple cloth.  It is on a wall next to Elizabeth
Tilley’s baptismal plaque dated 30 August 1607.
Henry Samson’s mother Martha Cooper Samson’s
sister Agnes Cooper (i.e. Henry’s maternal aunt)
married Edward Tilley, a brother of Elizabeth Tilley
Continued on page 4

The Welsh Slate Plaque  James Wilman photo.
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 On the Ezekiel Samsons in the Revolutionary War
Conclusion

By Fred B. Samson & Lucina Verish

Ezekiel Samson – Born Around 1740, New
Jersey/New York

    The first well-documented record for the sec-
ond Ezekiel Samson is provided by Janet Wethy
Foley in The Early Church Records for the Old
School Baptist Church in Early Settlers of New
York (1934, Volume II, page 762).   These
records show Ezekiel and Susanna Samson to be
members of the Old Baptist Church in Warick,
Orange County, New York in 1766.  In addition, a
transcription of the Records of the Corporation of
the Old School Baptist Church at Warick New
York November 1790- November 1822 A record
book of appointments to the Church trustee
board and pew assignments from the Collection
of the Historical Society of the Town of Warick by
Sue  Simonich (2003) lists Susanna Samson
(1766), Rachel Samson (1771), and Ezekiel
Samson (1766).
    The second Ezekiel Samson line appears to
have descended through Samuel Sampson
(about 1700-1757)/Rachel (Tichenor) Samson
(about 1700-1771) (New Jersey), Ezekiel Sam-
son /Susannah Northrup, but further well-
documented evidence is needed.  It is known
that Rachel, wife of Samuel left a Presbyterian
Church in New Jersey in 1744 and “moved on”
according to the Combined Register of the First
Presbyterian Church, Morristown, New Jersey,
1742-1882.  A Rachael Samson is listed in 1771
as a member of Old School Baptist Church, War-
ick, Orange County, New York in the transcrip-
tion of church records by Sue Simonich (2003)
and may either be the widowed mother or
daughter of Susannah Samson.
    The DAR Patriot Index lists the second Ezekiel
Sampson to be born around 1740 and died
sometime after 1800, and lists his wife as Lu-
ranna.  The Orange County Genealogy Quarterly
(February 1981, August 1981) describes the ser-
vice of Henry Samson, son of Ezekiel and Lurana
Samson, and who was born near Warwick, Or-
ange County, New York.  Ezekiel (father and
Lieutenant) and son Henry (Private) served un-
der the command of Captain Peter Mills, Colonel
Baldwin’s Regiment of Artillery Artificers.  A third
son, Samuel, enlisted in the Army as a resident
of Pennsylvania.

    The second Ezekiel Samson of Orange County,
New York, later served as a Lieutenant in Colonel
Moyan’s 4th Regiment Dragoons according to New
York in the Revolution (Volume 1, page 67).  The
second Ezekiel Sampson was awarded land
grants for service in the War in Dryden, Tomp-
kins County, New York, according to The Revolu-
tionary War Soldiers in Tompkins County to
whom the Military Tract was assigned by E. D.
Wilson (undated) and in Cato, Cayuga County
(Military Bounty Lands in the State of New York
1825).  In 1790, these two counties were part of
Montgomery County.  Records of the National
Archives provide detail of the service by Lieu-
tenant Ezekeel (or Ezekel) Sampson (or Samson)
with “Capt. Peter Mills’ Co. of Carpenters in the
service of the United States of America” and
“Baldwin’s Reg’t Artificers, Continental Troops.
(Revolutionary War).”
    The book by Helen S. Ullmann, Descendants
of Peter Mills of Windsor Connecticut (1998),
provides a description of the Peter Mills of Or-
ange County, New York, not to be confused with
the Peter Mills of Connecticut.  Of interest is that
Peter Mills of Orange County, New York, was a
member of the Old Baptist Church in Warick in
1790 as were Ezekiel and Susannah Samson.
Peter Mills is listed in the 1790 and 1800 Federal
Census, Orange County, New York.
    After the War, the Federal Census lists the
second Ezekiel and family to be in Middleton, Ul-
ster County, in 1790 and in Walton, Delaware
County, in 1800.  Much is known about the chil-
dren of the second Ezekiel Samson and Susanna
(Lurana), i.e., History of Delaware County, New
York, 1880, pages 206-207.  The Montgomery
County Department of History and Archives,
Fonda, New York (letter dated July 10, 2006)
found, and based on Delaware County histories,
that Ezekiel Samson Jr., a Baptist preacher,
along with his brother Henry, settled in the Town
of Hancock.  Ezekiel Jr. later served as a Pastor
of the Pleasant Valley Baptist Church, Chemung,
New York, before moving to Jackson, Susque-
hanna County, Pennsylvania, where he is buried.
    Henry and Sarah (Whittaker) Samson are
buried in the Starrucca Cemetery in Starrucca,
Wayne County, Pennsylvania.

Ezekiel Samson (Birth Date and Place Un-
known)
    The third Ezekiel Samson is mentioned in
                                                           continued on page 4
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DONATIONS FOR PHSK MEMORIALS: CHECKS PAYABLE TO “PHSK” SENT TO  OUR TREASURER. SEE PAGE  1 FOR ADDRESS.

ABRAHAM SAMPSON DESCENDANT REPORT
The “work in progress” Abraham Sampson Descen-
dant Report on www.PilgrimHenrySamsonKindred.org
has been updated on 13 Nov 2007. It has now grown to
over 1150 pages of text and 165 pages of all name in-
dex (with dates). Some lines have been brought 11 gen-
erations up to 2006! It is downloadable as a PDF to one
and all. Because of its length, it is suggested that you
save it and not print it out. However, sources are not in-
cluded. They, along with any other type of PDF e-mail
report are available for FREE to any member just for the
asking (see the instructions on the Website for what re-
ports are available). Non-members are charged $25 for
reports with sources. Members are urged to forward
their Abraham Sampson lines to Stacy Wood for inclu-
sion in the database (see page 1 for addresses). No de-
tails about living descendants will be included.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

#63 Melissa Muehlbauer  NY
#64 Rebecca Reed  NY

#65 Gary D. Mann   Alberta, Canada

A DAY IN THE LIFE    Continued from page 2

Howland’s father John Tilley. And this year is Eliz-
abeth’s 400th baptism anniversary.
    Well, the moment of anticipation had arrived.
Barbara asked Deb Miller and me to do the hon-
ors to unveil the plaque.  Remember, I said that
“tears of joy” were carried over the seas.  Oh yes,
I cannot fully describe to you the overwhelming
feeling that I personally felt, as we removed purple
cloth.  What an honor.  Such joy! How I wished,
Stacy, our Editor, and all our Samson cousins
could be here.  Reverend Frank Williams was
asked by Reverend Morley to pray after the un-
veiling.
    Picture the BBC interviewing Deb to be on their
TV station.  We told Deb she had her 15 minutes
of fame.
    We were interviewed by two local radio stations
and Barbara was asked to speak at 6:00 p.m. that
evening on a local radio station.
    In closing, I can tell you, it was a wonderful ex-
perience.  I pray some day, if you haven’t already,
you will have the opportunity to visit this charming
and quaint church where our Pilgrims Henry Sam-
son and Elizabeth Tilley were baptized.

*

THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN - SAMSONS ALL
At the Samson Memorial dedication in Henlow. Left
to right: Front - Joan Solheim, Barbara Williams,
Joan Miller; Middle: Ruth Diebold, Helen Crane,
Deb Miller; Back: Ginny Wilman.

The third Ezekiel Samson
Continued from page 3

Simon Wolf’s book the Jew as Patriot and Citizen
(1895, page 52) as a “Lieutenant of Baldwin’s Ar-
tillery, Artificer Regiment, May to December,
1775.”  We are not aware of the information that
led Wolf to list Ezekiel Sampson, nor has other
information subsequently been located directly
related to the third Ezekiel Samson in the Revo-
lutionary War.
Summary
In summary, it is possible that only two Ezekiel
Samson/Sampsons served in the Revolutionary
War—one from Middleborough, Massachusetts,
and one from Orange County New York—given
their religious distinctiveness and the growing
and collective documentation of their respective
families.  Information on the second wife (Mary)
of the first Ezekiel Samson of Cambridge, New
York, who survived Ezekiel according to his Will,
and both the birth and burial sites for the second
Ezekiel Samson and wife Susannah (Lurana) of
Orange County, New York, would add to the
completion of their life histories.




