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On the Ezekiel Samsons in the Revolutionary War
(Part 1 of 3)
By Fred B. Samson & Lucina Verish
(photos by Lucina Verish)

Two, and perhaps three, Ezekiel Samsons (to include the
“Sampson” spelling) served in the American Revolutionary
War. All three are associated with New York State, which
has led to misinterpretation of their respective military ser-
vice and genealogy. One, however, was born in the state
of Massachusetts, the second in either New Jersey or New
York, and little is known of the third Ezekiel Samson.

An improved understanding of the two or three Ezekiel
Samsons in the late 18" and early 19" century associated
with the Revolutionary War is important. This will pro-
vide adequate and accurate documentation for membership
in organizations such as the Sons of the American Revolu-
tion (SAR), Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR),
and Society of Mayflower Descendents, as well as to be of
assistance to Samson or Sampson families interested in
their respective histories.

Ezekiel Samson — Born 1744, Massachusetts

The Laporte (1922) Graves of Revolutionary War Soldiers
Buried in New York lists a gravesite for an Ezekiel Samson
in Cambridge, Washington County. The gravestone in-
scriptions for the first Ezekiel Samson in the Old White
Presbyterian Church Graveyard, Cambridge, and his wife
Sarah state: continued next column

“THE SAMSON KINDRED SPIRIT” Cousins all, this
newsletter honors the indomitable spirit of our early 17th
century Plymouth immigrant patriarchs, the presumed 1st
cousins Henry and Abraham Samson/Sampson.
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Revolutionary Soldier

In Memory of
Ezekiel Samson
who departed this life
May the 5th 1811
in the 68th year
of his age

Grave stones of Ezekiel Sampson and wife Sarah Faunce

In Memory of

Sarah Samson
wife of
Ezekiel Samson
who departed this life
July the 24th 1807
in the 66th year
of her age

Continued on page 3
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MASTER MARINER CHAPIN SAMPSON: FIRST
AMERICAN SEEN IN ALGIERS

A master mariner, Chapin Sampson’ (Chapin Samson”,
David’, Caleb’, Pilgrim Henry' Samson) commanded
the ship "Betsy" which departed Boston on 7 July 1796
for Naples, Italy. It was subsequently captured by an
Algerian corsair off Spain and the crew imprisoned.
According to the lllustrated History of Kennebec
County [ME] "He and his crew were stripped of their
clothing and driven through the streets of Algiers as a
show, being the first Americans ever seen here. They
were treated with all manner of indignities, thrown in
loathsome dungeons, and at the end of ten days they
were sent into the country to labor as slaves. Captain
Chapin and his master soon discovered that they were
brother Masons, and at the risk of his life the overseer
proved his loyalty to the order by helping his slave to
escape.”" They returned home with the American com-
missioner leaving Tripoli on 27 Nov 1796. The Tripoli-
tan admiral retained the "Betsy" for his flagship. Capt.
Sampson later commanded the ship "Astrea" (AKA
"Astral") of Wiscasset, sailing "with a cargo of oak &
pine timber, spars, masts, lathwood & staves" for Liver-
pool. Born in Duxbury, MA, he later settled in West
Gardiner, ME, and died there on 30 Dec 1850 at the age
of 85 and was buried in a family cemetery on the Litch-
field road. Of his five sons, Thomas B.’, initially an ap-
prenticed spar maker, enlisted in the navy and served
during the War of 1812, and then followed in his fa-
ther's footsteps and commanded merchant ships, among
them the 276 ton ship "Constellation" and the 292 ton
"Rainbow."

Sources: NEHGS Register Vol. 114, p. 316; GSMD
Five Generations Vol. 20, Part 3, p. 342-344

PHSK Y-DNA PROJECT
On 10 June we launched our Y-DNA Project by plac-
ing a dedicated page on our PHSK Website
www.pilgrimhenrysamsonkindred.org. We invite all
male members who have direct Samson/Sampson lines
to take part in this important project aimed to confirm
that Henry and Abraham shared the same grandfather. If
you don’t qualify, perhaps you know a male who does
and might be willing to take part. Our thanks to Chair
Muriel Cushing for organizing and running this project.

HENLOW, BEDFORDSHIRE, ENGLAND

Some of you may be taking the GSMD’s Historic Site
Committee’s tour of Pilgrim connected sites in England
and Holland this September. Among the sites will be Hen-
low, the home village of our Pilgrim Henry Samson and
fellow passenger Elizabeth Tilley, who became the wife of
Pilgrim John Howland. Our memorial plaque to Henry
will be dedicated at that time in the parish church St.
Mary the Virgin where he was baptized in 1604.

Pilgrim John Howland Society’s editor, Gail Adams, pro-
vides the following vignettes about Henlow that she had
written for that Society’s “Howland Quarterly.” Editor

Henlow Village
Henlow is a lovely village located about 40 miles north of
London and about 10 miles southeast of Bedford. In 1086
the Domesday Book records the village as “Haneslau” but
by 1282 it had become Haenne Hlaw which means
“Fowl’s Hill” in Anglo-Saxon or “hill frequented by wild
birds” in old English. By the 14" century it had become
Henlowe. In Robert Tilley’s 1617 apprentice contract it is
spelled Henloe. Eventually the final e was dropped.

Henlow from the air

Near the village of Henlow is RAF Henlow. Since the
end of WWII it has been a ground-training base specializ-
ing in electronics. The Station is now home to the Direc-
torate of Engineering Interoperability (DEI). It also
houses the Joint Arms Control and Inspection Group
(JACIG).

Mayflower passenger Richard Warren’s wife, Eliza-
beth Walker Warren was baptized September 1583 at
Baldock, Hertfordshire. Baldock is only about six
miles from Henlow. I wonder if the Tilley’s, Hurst’s
and Walker’s knew each other? We Samsons may as-
sume that Henry'’s family knew them all too since
Henry’s mother Martha and Elizabeth’s Tilley’s aunt
Ann, wife of Edward Tilley, were the sisters Cooper.
It was Henry’s uncle Edward Tilley and aunt who
brought Henry along on the “Mayflower.” Editor.

ON SEPTEMBER 11, 2007, our PiLGRIM HENRY SAMSON KINDRED WILL BE 2 YEARS OLD! SEE PAGE 4.
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Ezekiel Samsons continued

The life span for this Ezekiel Samson matches rather
well the birth date of 11 August, 1744 (Volume 1, Page
243, Town of Middleborough, The Commonwealth of
Massachusetts), with the parents, as stated on the Cer-
tificate of Birth, to be Obadiah Sampson and Mary
Soule.

Ezekiel’ Samson (Obadiah4, Samuel I, Samuel’, Abra-
ham') and Sarah Faunce were married April 4, 1765, in
Plympton, Massachusetts (Vital Records of the Town of
Plympton to the Year 1850, page 382).

The first Ezekiel Samson’s service in the Revolutionary
War is described in Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailors
of the Revolutionary War (1905, Volume 13, page 739)
where he served as a private in Captain Joseph Hooker's
Company (1775) and with Captain Power's Company
(1777) (Massachusetts) in the Revolutionary War. John
Adams Vinton’s book, Genealogical Memoirs of the
Samson Family in America (1864, page 24), further
notes that Ezekiel "settled in Greenwich or vicinity; for
he was a private in company of militia, commanded by
Capt. Isaac Powers of Greenwich."

The connection of the first Ezekiel Samson of Green-
wich, Massachusetts to Cambridge, New York, is docu-
mented in 1772 in a grantor-grantee exchange of prop-
erty. Specifically, one of two deeds for the first Ezekiel
Samson in the Hampden County, Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, Registry of Deeds (Book 16, page 679)
states, “Know all Men by these presents that I Mathew
McMorter of White Creek so called in the County of
Albany and Province of New York Husbandman for in
the Consideration of the Sum of Sixty pounds lawful
money to one in hand paid by Ezekiel Sampson Green-
wich in the County of Hampden Province of the Mas-
sachusetts Bay in New England.” Two-thirds of the
Village of Cambridge is within the boundaries of White
Creek.

The History of Washington County, New York (1878)
provides little information on Ezekiel Samson, other
than on his son Ezekiel Jr. A copy of the Last Will and
Testament of Ezekiel Sampson (Sr.) of Cambridge,
recorded on March 3, 1812, lists his children -- Israel,
Ezekiel Jr., Barzillia, Seth, Mary, and three younger
daughters. In Ezekiel Jr’s last testament, dated 12 June
1837, the names of his other sisters are noted as Sarah,
wife of Darius Fuller (Revolutionary War Patriot),
Thirey, and Hannah. Ezekiel Samson Jr., his wife Eliza-

beth, as well as Sarah (Samson) and Darius Fuller are
buried in the White Church Cemetery, Cambridge, New
York.

The Society of Mayflower Descendants has approved
the lineage for descendants of Ezekiel Samson Through

Stones of Ezekiel Jr. and wife Elizabeth

this mother Mary" Soule (John’?, George'), who was the
wife of Obadiah Sampson.

The Daughters of the American Revolution has previ-
ously accepted the lineage for a descendent of Ezekiel
Samson, husband of Sarah Faunce, who was, according
to family records, born in Wales. There has been some
confusion about whether this is the same Ezekiel Sam-
son who was buried in Cambridge, New York, however
the authors of this article have not found any additional
documentation to support this claim.

A supplemental application is pending with the DAR for
a descendent of Ezekiel Samson (born 1744 in Middle-
borough, MA).

Part 2, “Ezekiel Samson - Born Around 1740, New Jer-
sey/New York” and Part 3, “Ezekiel Samson (Birth date
and Place Unknown)” will be in the Winter issue.

SPELLING: SAMPSON OR SAMSON ?
The latest word on this subject is found in the

GSMD’s 5 generation publication, Volume 20, Part 3
Family of Henry Samson: Fifth-Generation Descen-
dants of Henry’s sons Stephen and Caleb” 1t is in-
cluded, with permission, on our PHSK Website.

AucusTi1s PHSK ANNUAL DUES TIME. SEE PAGE 4.
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

#60 Jennifer Perham FL
#61 Harlan Wood NY (age 5 mos.!)
#62 Stephen Collins CA

*ANNUAL DUES NOTICE - $15*

Our Kindred fiscal year runs from 1 July to 30 June.
2007-2008 membership dues are now being requested.
Your dues support our important projects. As previously
announced, thanks to Barbara and Frank Williams the
memorial for Henry in his Henlow parish church will be
dedicated this September. We would also like to place
appropriate memorials to both Henry and Abraham in
Duxbury where they both lived and in Plymouth where
Henry initially owned property as well as in the All
Saints Church in Campton, Bedfordshire, where Abra-
ham was baptized Your dues also supports this tri-
annual newsletter. We also need to complete obtaining
not-for-profit 501(c)3 status to make more attractive fi-
nancial gifts to our PHSK. Until that status is obtained,
we never-the-less welcome “non tax deductible” dona-
tions. They may be included with your dues. Non-
payment of dues by 1 DECEMBER may result in removal
from our membership and mailing list. Checks should
be made payable to “PHSK” and forwarded to:

Everard Munsey, Treasurer PHSK

216A Pine Lane

Osterville, MA 02665

ABRAHAM SAMPSON DESCENDANT REPORT
The “work in progress” Abraham Sampson Descen-
dant Report on www.PilgrimHenrySamsonKindred.org
has again been updated. It has now grown to over 740
pages of text and 135 pages of all name index (with
dates). Some lines have been brought 11 generations up
to 2006! It is downloadable as a PDF to one and all. Be-
cause of its length, it is suggested that you save it and
not print it out. However, sources are not included.
They, along with any other type of PDF e-mail report
are available for FREE to any member just for the ask-
ing (see the instructions on the Website for what reports
are available). Non-members are charged $25 for re-
ports with sources. Members are urged to forward their
Abraham Sampson lines to Stacy Wood for inclusion in
the database (see page 1 for addresses). No details about
living descendants will be included.

LOOK HOW FAR WE’VE COME!
Conceived by Caroline L. Kardell in January 2005, the
Kindred was organized and officers elected concurrent
with the 2005 GSMD Triennial Congress. Our tri-
annual “Spirit” newsletter was begun in April 2006, and
our Henry Samson memorial will be dedicated this sum-
mer!

TWO IMPORTANT MEMORIALS NEED HELP!
As reported in a previous issue, there are two memori-
als, both in Plymouth, MA, that should be important to
all Mayflower Descendants: We discussed the needs of
the less remembered National Monument to the Forefa-
thers. Now we will discuss the more famous, Plymouth
Rock.

Last summer the Quincy Patriot Ledger in Quincy,
MA, ran an article headlined “Plymouth Rock
‘endangered’: 450,000-acre park system on list of 10
historic places in peril.” The president of Preservation
Massachusetts stated the “For at least 10 years, there
seems to be a lack of funding for [those] treasures in
Massachusetts.”

Specifically, it said that for more than a year tiles had
been falling from the ceiling of the eighty-six year old
portico and that the Department of Conservation and
Recreation had to install a net under the ceiling to catch
the pieces. The executive director of the Plymouth
County Convention & Visitors Bureau added “It’s not
exactly putting your best foot forward for a national
monument.” To help, see: http://www.mass.gov/dcr/
stewardship/trust/webform.doc.

Plymouth Rock circa 1925 under the 1921 Canopy

From a distance, the canopy may still look the same, but up
close is a different matter. Note the steamboat, upper left.

DonNaTioNs FOR PHSK MEMORIALS: CHECKS PAYABLE TO “PHSK”” SENT TO OUR TREASURER. SEE PAGE 1 FOR ADDRESS.






