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bapt. 1604 Henlow
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bapt. 1614 Campton
(Villages 3 miles apart)
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SAMPSON FAMILY CEMETERY
by Ann T. Gillis

Bay view Cemetery is located 1.8 miles south of
the intersection of Rtes. 124 and 24 on the road south to
Topsham from Bowdoinham, ME. The Cemetery Board
treasures the Sampson family plot as the very heart of
its cemetery. Each year they plant flower pots for
Memorial Day, and keep up the maintenance as time
and money allow.

This summer, inspired by the Sampson plot, the
Board began the development of a memorial garden; it
is in close proximity to the plot and about the same size.
When finished, the garden will have a flower-lined
labyrinth walk and an area for cremation-only remains.
At the center will be a second Sampson obelisk that will
be moved from its current setting just outside the Samp-
son family plot.

Do consider visiting Bay View Cemetery when
you are next in that part of the country. It is a beautiful
area at any time, but wonderful in Autumn. When the
new garden is dedicated we will be welcomed to repre-
sent the Sampson heritage. Sampson descendants are
indeed indebted to the folks at Bay View Cemetery
who, for all these years, have cared for and cared about
the resting place of so many of our ancestors. The have
our thanks and gratitude.
*James5 , Stephen4, Penelope3, James2, Henry1

*
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Virginia Adelaide LaQua  ND
Judith Ann Elfring  ME
Mildred Louise Ford  LA
Frances Janette Williams  CO
Marilyn Kren  CA
Barbara Estelle Williams  SC
Kevin M. Reed  TX

*
“THE SAMSON KINDRED SPIRIT” Cousins all,
this newsletter honors the indomitable spirit of our early
17th century Plymouth immigrant patriarchs, the pre-
sumed 1st cousins Henry and Abraham Samson/Samp-
son.

It is stunning to come upon the scene: enor-
mous old evergreen trees erupting from the middle of
Bay View Cemetery, towering over everything else on
the horizon. And there, nestled beneath them, enclosed
within a wrought iron picket fence, is a large Sampson
family cemetery plot, in its center and obelisk with the
family name. Standing in awe among the gravestones, I
find the burial place of James Sampson*, great-great-
grandson of Henry Samson and my fourth great-
grandfather. The inscription on James’ stone reads:

In Memory of
Mr. James Sampson

Who died
April 15th 1825
Aged 71 years

His life
Was an exhibition of fervent piety

His wealth
Was the triumph of Christian faith

Because I live you shall live also
Jesus Christ



CAN YOU IDENTIFY
THIS NAVAL OFFICER?
1. He was born in Palmyra,
NY.
2. He graduated 1st in his
class at the Naval Academy.
3. He commanded the ship
Mayflower.
4. He was president of the
Board of Inquiry to investi-

gate the destruction of the battleship Maine.
5. During the Spanish-American War, on 3 July
1898 he destroyed the Spanish fleet and sent the
famous message “The Fleet under my command
offers the nation as a Fourth of July present, the
whole of [Admiral] Carvera’s Fleet.”
6. Four U.S. Navy destroyers have been named in
his honor.
7. A World War II Naval Training Station in New
York state was named for him. It
later became an Air Force Basic
Training Center, and eventually a
State Park and part will soon be-
come a National Veterans Ceme-
tery.
8. The U.S. Navy’s latest Arleigh
Burke class guided missile destroyer, DDG 102,
was named for him and christened by his great

granddaughter on 16 Sept. 2006 at the Bath Iron
Works, Bath, ME..
9.  He is buried in Arlington National Cemetery.
ANSWER: See page 4.
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HENRY SAMSON 5-GENERATION BOOKS
Part 3, the final part of the GSMD Volume 20, Family
of Henry Samson, is now available. It covers descen-
dants of children Stephen and Caleb. Daughter Mary,
who married John Summers/Somers, apparently had no
children. The 3 separate parts may be ordered from:
General Society of Mayflower Descendants, Publica-
tions & Mail Order, P.O. Box 3297, Plymouth, MA
02361-3297 or phone Carolyn Doyle at (508) 746-5058.
Part 3 costs $45 plus $8 shipping (another large book!).
Our congratulations and thanks for a job well done to
the compiler Jane Fletcher Fiske !

PILGRIM HENRY SAMSON GENERATIONS
BEYOND THE FIFTH

Our PHSK Membership Chair, Val Reckert is in the
process of making arrangements to complete our Henry
Samson 6th and 7th generations and also include naming
the 8th generation which would at least name the spouse.

In order to have the publication acceptable by our
Mayflower Society, Val would follow the Mayflower
Families Through five Generations (Silver Books)
guidelines. If you have already completed these lines,
Val would appreciate receiving the information.

Once Val makes the decision to proceed with this pro-
ject she will let us know the deadline to submit our gen-
eration information.
This is a major project and we commend Val for her
willingness to undertake this project.

Any questions and/or suggestions, please feel free to e-
mail Val at ladygenes@comcast.net.

Those descendants of Abraham Sampson are invited to
forward information about their lines to Stacy Wood at
SWood@SAIL1620.org for inclusion in our on-line
database. Please: No living descendant information!

*
2006 ANNUAL DUES

Our PHSK Fiscal Year runs from 1 July to 30 June. A
few members who joined between 11 Sep 2005 and 31
Mar 2006 have not sent in their $15 dues for 2006.
Please forward your check payable to “PHSK” to:
Everard Munsey, Treasurer PHSK
19360 Magnolia Grove Square, #105
Leesburg, VA 20176-5181

ANY IDEAS FOR FUTURE ARTICLES?
How about an article about one of your Sam-
son/Sampson ancestors? Contact: Stacy Wood,
1530 S. Juniper St., Philadelphia, PA 19147-
6218 or e-mail at SWood@SAIL1620.org.
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THE YEAR OF THE PILGRIMS
This has certainly turned out to have been The Year of
the Pilgrims. In May Nathaniel Philbrick’s Mayflower -
A Story of Courage, Community, and War embarked on
the New York Times non-fiction best seller list as 3rd its
first week out. The following week it rose to 2nd, and
then remained on the list for sixteen more weeks. This
was followed by the posting on the Pennsylvania
Mayflower Society’s www.SAIL1620.org award-
winning Website of the first two chapters of premier
Pilgrim historian Dr. Jeremy D. Bangs’ forthcoming
book The Pilgrims, Leiden, and the Early Years of Ply-
mouth Plantation. Next was the article by Simon Wor-
rall, “Pilgrims’ Progress” in the November 2006 issue of
Smithsonian, the magazine of the Smithsonian Institu-
tion. This was followed on 19 November by the History
Channel’s new  3-hour documentary Desperate Cross-
ing: The Untold Story of the Mayflower. In conjunction
with the latter, advance DVD copies of the program
were sent to various Mayflower-related organizations
for review and posting on their Websites. Our own
Membership Chair Valeria Reckert’s review appears on
our www.PilgrimHenrySamsonKindred.org Website. A
review written by our Assistant Governor Joan C. Miller
(who also chairs the Education Committee of the PA
Mayflower Society) appears on this page. Although the
reviewers found a few minor problems with the History
Channel’s program, the overall opinion was that it was
an excellent presentation that gave one of the truest pic-
tures of what the Pilgrim and Native People experi-
enced. We hope that you will buy and read Philbrick’s
outstanding work if you haven’t done so already, buy a
copy of the History Channel’s documentary on DVD
when released, and by all means add Dr. Bangs’s major
definitive work about the Pilgrims through 1636. As
you may already know, Dr. Bangs is the foremost de-
bunker of all those silly 19th century myths about our
Pilgrim ancestors, both Separatist and non-Separatist
alike. A former curator at the 1627 Plimoth Plantation
in Plymouth, MA, he is the current director of the Lei-
den American Pilgrim Museum in Leiden, Holland.
Also worth mentioning is the Pilgrim Hall Museum’s
excellent curriculum unit for grades 5-7: The Pilgrims &
the Fur Trade. It “explores the themes of economics and
finance within the historical context of 17th century
Plymouth Colony.” It is an introduction “to the com-
plexities of an important part of the early American
colonial economy.” Visit www.PilgrimHall.org for fur-
ther information and copies.

REVIEW OF THE HISTORY CHANNEL’S
DOCUMENTARY DESPERATE CROSSING

The title couldn't be more descriptive of our Pil-
grim ancestor's plight to escape religious persecu-
tion. From start to finish I liked the intensity and
drama. Certainly it kept my attention. The film
demonstrated that our Pilgrim ancestor's journey
was one of tremendous courage, knowingly or un-
knowingly.

As an Education Chair person for the Mayflower
Society in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, I
appreciate what this film has illustrated.  One of
my roles has been to tell the story about our Pil-
grim ancestors to students in the elementary
school, grades 3-6, as accurate as possible, to the
best of my knowledge. Emphasis on calling the
Pilgrim experience the Harvest Feast instead of the
first Thanksgiving clarifies what we are trying to
"re-teach" our school children and the general pub-
lic, within the Mayflower Society.

When talking with our fifth and sixth graders I am
frequently told they are confused about the words,
Separatist and Puritans. This was approached in a
very meaningful, chronological and educational
order.

Because of the importance and impact of the story,
Desperate Crossing, we will be adding this DVD
to our education resource library and informing
teachers of its availability.

Thank you for allowing me this opportunity.

Joan C. Miller
Assistant Governor, PHSK

UPCOMING 2007 EVENTS

April: Next issue of PHSK Spirit.
July: 50th anniversary of arrival of Mayflower II.
September: GSMD tour of Holland and England.

Watch for updates.



TWO IMPORTANT MEMORIALS NEED
HELP!

There are two memorials, both in Plymouth, MA, that
should be important to all Mayflower Descendants. Ply-
mouth Rock is of course one and the second is the less
remembered National Monument to the Forefathers. The
late and former Governor Gen-
eral of the Mayflower Society,
the Rev. Richard Howland
Maxwell (who took the photo at
right), referred to the latter as
“the most significant, yet one of
the most under appreciated, his-
toric sites in Plymouth.” Time,
acid rain, and vandals  have
taken their toll over the past
117 years. Some restoration
was completed this summer.
Originally erected by the Pil-
grim Society, it is now owned
by the Commonwealth of Mas-
sachusetts. A supportive group,
Friends of the Forefathers, was founded to help raise
funds for the restoration. One membership level in-
cludes  a gift of a handcrafted 4 1/2” tall model of the
monument. You may read Rev. Maxwell's history of the
monument in the June 2003 issue of the Mayflower
Quarterly. The next issue of our Spirit will report on the
sad condition of the Plymouth Rock canopy. Thanks to
PHSK member Muriel Cushing for bringing this to our
attention.

*
A PILGRIM HENRY SAMSON MEMORIAL

We have received word from the Parochial Church
Council of  St. Mary the Virgin Church in Henlow,
Bedfordshire, where Pilgrim Henry Samson was
baptized, that our proposal to place a memorial for
him similar to the one there for his cousin Elizabeth
Tilley and her parents has been approved and that
the rector is investigating the cost of preparing a
memorial similar to that of Elizabeth Tilley's.
PHSK Treasurer Everard Munsey informs me that
$315 in contributions have been made so far.  We
still haven't received 501 (c) 3 non-profit status so
any contributions are still, unfortunately, non-
deductible, though much welcomed. It would be
ideal to have the dedication concurrent with the
GSMD’s Historic Site Committee tour to Holland
and England planned for September 2007.
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ANSWER TO “CAN
YOU IDENTIFY THIS
NAVAL OFFICER”
Rear Admiral William
Thomas Sampson, born 9
Feb 1840 in Palmyra, NY
and died 6 May 1902. Nei-
ther a descendant of Pil-
grim Henry Samson nor
Abraham Sampson, the
Federal Census indicates
that his parents both immi-

grated from Ireland. Had you wondered like I had?
*

NEW “DESCENDANTS OF ABRAHAM
SAMPSON” POSTED ON OUR WEBSITE

The latest version of the report “Descendants of
Abraham Sampson” has been posted on our Web-
site, www.PilgrimHenrySamsonKindred.org. The
database, still very much a “work in progress,”
now has nearly 900 pages: approximately 650 of
text, 130 of sources, and 120 of an all name index.
It is downloadable as a PDF should you so desire.
It is suggested that, since it is a work in progress,
instead of downloading it just go to the index and
look for names that you may recognize from your
own family tree. The complete source database has
now grown by 5,000 individuals since the previous
posting to over 16,000 individuals: descendants,
in-laws, cousins, and lines of descendants back to
various Pilgrims. Only the database compiler has
access to the entire database and he will conduct a
search in accordance with the instructions as ex-
plained on that Webpage. All funds received for
personalized searches/reports go to our PHSK fund
to install appropriate memorials to both Pilgrim
Henry Samson and his presumed first cousin Abra-
ham Sampson (in Duxbury by 1638)  both in Eng-
land and in Plymouth, MA. No PHSK funds have
been spent on this Abraham Sampson Source
Database project, the expenses having been con-
tributed by the compiler.  For further information
contact PHSK@SAIL1620.org or call 1-215-463-
2422. When ordered online, funds are deposited
directly to the PHSK account via PayPal.

DONATIONS FOR PILGRIM HENRY SAMSON MEMORIAL: CHECKS PAYABLE TO “PHSK” SENT TO TREASURER. SEE PAGE  2 FOR ADDRESS.


