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THE PARISH CHURCH OF ABRAHAM SAMPSON

Abraham Sampson was baptized in Campton, Bedford-
shire, England. His family parish church was All Saints’
Church. Parts of the church date back to the [3th century
The North aisle and
its Gothic arcade and
Osborne chapel were
added in 1649 after
Abraham’s departure
@ for New England.

§ The tower and much

of the rest of the

. building were rebuilt

at the end of the 19th
_ century. The present

windows are copies of the original ones.

Parish records, the earliest apparently dating from 1568,
indicate that Abraham’s grandfather was John Sampson/
Samson and that John and his unidentified wife had seven
children. Their baptismal dates (converted here to New
Style) arc listed as follows: John (30 May 1571); James
(20 Aug 1574); Laurence (25 Jan 1577); Thomas (21 Feb
1578); Jone (sic) (27 Feb 1580); Jane (18 Apr 1582); and
Francis (11 Dec 1584). The marriage of son James to Mar-
tha Cowper (Cooper) at Henlow on 20 Jul 1599 is thought
to be that of the parents of Pilgrim Henry Samson. The
marriage of son Laurence to Mary Shabery at Cranfield
(some dozen miles West of Campton) on 2 Aug 1601 is
thought to be that of Abraham Sampson’s parents: a child
Abraham is listed being baptized at All Saints’ on 14 Oct
1614, Abraham is the last of six children. all males, born to
l.aurence and Mary.

=

“THE SAMSON KINDRED SPIRIT” Cousins all, this
newsletter honors the indomitable spirit of our early 17th
century Plymouth Colony immigrant patriarchs, the pre-
sumed 1st cousins Henry and Abraham Samson/Sampson.

GREETINGS FROM ACTING GOV. JOAN MILLER
Cousins: Our very first PHSK Newsletter was delivered to
us this past Spring 2006. Another landmark! We are most
grateful to have one of our cousins volunteer to temporarily
edit “The Samson Kindred Spirit” newsletter. Thank you
Cousin Stacy Wood. I thought the article on Deborah
Sampson Gannett was most appealing to read, especially
about her masquerading as a Revolutionary War male sol-
dier and certainly most informative. If you have feedback
on any of our Spring published newsletter, please send
Stacy your comments. We've agreed to publish three news-
letters annually. Send any thoughts or suggestions to our
Website or dircctly to our editor.

Has anyone considered volunteering to be our “permanent”
newsletter editor? Isn’t it a grand feeling of pride to know
we will go down in history as the original PHSK “founders™
of our progenitor Henry Samson’s Kindred organization?
Onc of our suggestions would be to contribute an article
about one of your ancestors who connects to Henry or
Abraham Sampson.

Sending an article to our newsletter would be an excellent
way to share what we know about the history of one or
more of our Sampson connections to our Henry or Abra-
ham,

We hope your children and/or grandchildren had an oppor-
tunity to read the reprint from The Junior Pennsylvania
Mayflower newsletter.

Knowing that Henry Sampson was one of the 31 children
who came over on the Mayfiower was of interest to our
Grandchildren as we tried to explain to them some of the
hardships the children had to endure during their 66 day
voyage from England to the New World.

As a reminder from our first newsletter, any donation would
be most appreciated for a memorial to our Pilgrim Henry
and his parents in the 15th century church where our Henry
was baptized in Henlow, Bedfordshire.

From cousin to cousin, Let’s Keep The Kindred Spirit
Flowing.

Joan

Do you like the contents of this newsletter? Any ideas for future issues? Coniact:
SWoodwSAILI620.0rg or Editor, 1530 5. Jumper St, Philadelphia, PA 19147

SAMSON OR SAMPSON: WHICH IS iT?

Although the spelling has appeared both ways in the
lines of both Pilgrim Henry and “Duxbury Abraham.™ it
would appear that “Sampson™ is by far the more usual
spelling. “Samson™ is seldom found in the Federal Cen-
sus and other official records. More next issue!
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THE MOTHER OF ABRAHAM’S CHILDREN WAS?
If you search the internet for Abraham Sampson genealogy
you may find that Esther or Hester Nash , born 1626, in
Duxbury, Plymouth Colony, married Abraham Sampson.
You may also find that she was a daughter of Samuel Nash
and Elizabeth Seymour. The most recently published work
on this is to be found in Robert Charles Anderson’s The Pil-
grim Migration—Immigrants to Plymouth Colony 1620-
1633." This 2004 work, part of the Great Migration Study
Project of the New England Historic Genealogical Society,
has three pages (341-343) devoted to Samuel Nash. It states
that the will of Nash written on 2 Jun 1681 and probated in
1685 lists only one daughter by name: Martha. She was born
circa 1630 and although she married William Clark of Dux-
bury, there were no children born. An earlier unidentified
daughter, born circa 1625, married Abraham Sampson by
1645. She had died by about 1655. Anderson says that the
name Esther often given to this unidentified daughter is in
error and is the result of misreading the will of Samuel Nash.
Further, Anderson refers to an article published in 7The
American Genealogist [TAG 15:165-67] by Clarence Almon
Torrey that hists all of Samuel Nash’s children.
The bottom line is that the given name of Abraham
Sampson’s wife Nash remains unknown.

NOTABLE HENRY SAMSON DESCENDANTS

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, poet: Henry Samson>Stephen Sam-
son>John Samson>Susannah/Lusannah Samson>Peleg Wadsworth.
Zilpah Wadsworth>=Henry Wadsworth Longfellow.

PART 3 OF HENRY SAMSON 5-GENERATION BOOK
The Henry Samson GSMD 5 Generation (“Silver”) book,
Vol. 20 Part 3, 1s expected to be available by this December.

It covers the remaining children: Stephen who married
Elizabeth (maiden name unknown), and Caleb who married
Mercy Standish (granddaughter of Pilgrims John Alden and
Myles Standish). Mary who married John Summers/Somers
apparently had no children. Parts | and 2 can be ordered now
by calling GSMD at (508) 746-5058.

SIGN UP A FRIEND! One needs not document descent to
join. You can download an application at our website www.
PilgrimHenrySamsonKindred.org. Click “Membership” and
then “Download the Membership Application.”

NEW ADDRESS FOR MEMBERSHIP CHAIR
Valeria Reckert

Membership Chair PHSK

11626 Tucker Court

Indianapolis, IN 46229-5227

CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS (PERMANENT OR SEASONAL)
Please be sure to notify our Membership Chair ASAP!

KINDRED “FOUNDERS”

QOur Pilgrim Henry Samson Kindred now has 54 mem-
bers. Active (age 18 or over with proven lineage from ei-
ther Pilgrim Henry or “Duxbury” Abraham): 43; Junior
(under age 18 with proven lineage ): 0; Associate Active
(age 18 or over with lineage not proven): 9 ; Associate
Junior (under age 18 with lineage not proven): 1.

Article I, Section 4 of our Bylaws states that all those
who joined by 30 June 2006 will be known as “Founders
of the Pilgrim Henry Samson Kindred.” Our Founders (50

of them) are therefore:

Susan Abanor NY

Ann Apted VA

Richard Bailey CA

John Bird W1

Helen Birks, MA
Margaret Bobertz SD
Paul Bumpus MA
Jeanne Carrier CA
Roberta Christopherson NC
Donna Cole CA

Helen Crane IN

Muriel Cushing FL
Barbara Dillon MA
Kathryn Fenton VA
Betsy Fosburgh NH
Ann Gillis MA

Richard Horton CA
Judith Hughes NC
Caroline 1.. Kardell MA
Wallace Kelley CA
Barbara Kinsell MA
Mary Kurtz PA

Roger Lawrence |A
Rev. Ronald Lawson MA
Courtney Layne NC

Robert Long MA
Helen Lynch CA
Debra Miller PA
Joan Miller PA

Ann Munsey MA/VA
Everard Munsey MA/VA
Emily Palmer CO
Davis Patek NM
Lucille Peterson UT
Carol Pokormy GA
Valeria Reckert IN
Betty Richmond WA
Carol Sakata HI
Robert Sampson WA
Chelsea Samson MD
Suzanne Shaub ME
Martha Sherard SC
Priscilla Simms CA
Ann Steck SC

Julie Steves WA
Jane Stigleman IN
Ward White CA
Joseph Wood NY
Stacy Wood PA
Barbara Young MA

OUR SAMSON/SAMPSON ANCESTOR LINES
NAMING ANCESTOR CHILD (some have 2 or more):
HENRY: Caleb = 11, Dorcus =2, Elizabeth = 8, Hannah = 1,
James = 5, Stephen = 6, Child not given = 14.

ABRAHAM: Abraham Jr. = 6, Isaac = 1, Miles = 1, Samuel =
1, Child not given = 7, Unknown = 1, No relation = |

PHSK HISTORIAN NEW GSMD LIBRARIAN
Congratulations to our Board Assistant and Historian
Paul S. Bumpus who was appointed Librarian at the
GSMD headquarters in Plymouth, MA. He assumed the
duty on July 1, 2006. Paul is a descendant of Abraham
Sampson and maintains an excellent website at http://
www.geocitics.com/psbumppo.geo/alliedfam.html. As
our PHSK Historian, he will accept any Samson/
Sampson materials that members and friends may wish to
donate to our Kindred. His address:
Mr. Paul S. Bumpus, Historian, PHSK
5 Lincoln St. Apt 3, Plymouth, MA 02360.




CAPTAIN SIMEON SAMSON—REVOLUTIONARY WAR HERO

Capt. Simeon Samson was a great grandson of the patriarch immigrant Abraham Sampson and his unidentified second
wife. The line of descent is Abraham > Isaac Sampson and Lydia Standish (a granddaughter of Pilgrims John Alden and
Myles Standish) > Peleg Sampson and Mary Ring > Capt. Simeon Sampson. Through his mother Mary Ring he was a
great-great grandson of Pilgrim Stephen Hopkins and Elizabeth Fisher. His father was a “nailer”™ by trade and the princi-
pal owner of an iron works in Middleboro.

Simeon was born in Kingston in August 1736. On 1 November 1759 he married Deborah Cushing, a daughter of Seth
and Lydia Fearing Cushing. She was born on 14 September 1740 in Hingham, MA. They had seven children: Five sons
of whom only George Washington Sampson survived childhood and left descendants, and seven daughters, four of
whom survived childhood. Simeon died on 22 June 1789 in Plympton and is buried in Plymouth’s Burial Hill in Section
C-East. Deborah moved to Homer, Courtland Co. , NY where daughters Deborah Sampson Briggs Goodwin and Mercy
Sampson Bradford, and son George Washington Sampson (an innkeeper), were living. She died there on 19 may 1830 in
her 90th year.

Simeon had an illustrious military career that is told in the 2nd edition of James Thatcher’s “History of the Town of
Plymouth™ published in 1835 and which is recounted as follows on pages 215-216:

* *In youth he began a sea-faring life. and performed many important voyages in the employment of the mer-
chants of Plymouth.” In the year 1762, Mr. Sampson was taken prisoner by the French, in a vessel belonging to Goodwin
& Warren, which was redeemed by the captain for a large sum of money, and Mr. Sampson was left as a hostage for the
payment of the ransom. From his imprisonment he escaped by assuming the dress of a female. and was soon restored to
his family in Plyvmouth.

“At the commencement of the revolutionary war, when a marine force was deemed necessary to protect our commerce
from the depredations of the British cruisers, he was honored by the Provisional Congress of Massachusetts with the ap-
pointment of the first naval captain in the service of the country.
He immediately took command of the brig Independence. belong-
ing to the colony, and which was built at Kingston. under his di-
rection. In this vessel, he was eminently successful, and in one
cruise captured and sent in five prizes [ships] among which was
the Roebuck, Captain White, in the autumn of the year 1776. Im- 3
mediately after this, he himself was captured by Capt. Dawson, of
distinguished memory in these seas. Capt. Sampson did not sur-
render. until an engagement of a character as severe and bloody as
perhaps is recorded in the annals of naval warfare. The skill and
intrepidity
manifested by
him was ap-
plauded even
by his enemies.

Had I)e been . The Seal of Kingston, MA bearing a represen-
sustained by all his men, | ¢ation of the brig Independence built there in
he would undoubtedly  [1776. The brig above may be similar to the it.

have been the conqueror,
rather than the van-
quished. It is said in the gazette of that period. that he was driven to
the awful necessity of running through the body of two or three of his
men, who abandoned their guns in the most trying moment of the con-
flict. One of these victims was his third lieutenant. Soon after his re-
turn from captivity, which was at Fort Cumberland, near Halifax, he
was appointed commander of the brig Hazard, a public vessel belonging to the state. In this vessel he likewise took sev-
eral prizes, among which was the ship Live Oak.

In 1779 he was selected to the command of the packet ship Mercuary, built at Plymouth, by Mr. John Peck, for Congress.
She was employed to carry despatches (sic) to our ministers in France. In this ship he returned from Nantz during the se-
vere winter of 1780. Soon after which, he was promoted to the command of the Mars, a large ship, likewise belonging to
the state. and in this vessel he was employed in the most responsible trust, Continued on page 4

The Sword of Capt. Simcon Sampson
Collection of Pilgrim Hall Muscum. Photo courtesy,
Pilgrim Hall Muscum




in carrying despatches (sic). and in one cruise carried out one of our ministers to Europe. The British flag ship 7rial was
captured by him while in the Warren. At the close of the war, he retired, like most of the faithful servants of our country,
with a very scanty estate, and numerous family dependent upon him for support.

“In 1788, Capt. Sampson disposed of his mansion in Middle street, Plymouth, and purchased a farm in Plympton,
where he terminated his earthly career by apoplexy. June 22d, 1789, at the age of 52 years. He was buried on his own
farm. and afterwards his body was removed to the burying hill in Plymouth, where his grave is marked by an appropriate
head stone.” The stone is 3 1/2° tall and is engraved to show a very large urn with a palm bending over it from the right

side. The slate stone encased in granite reads:

"Died Captain SIMEON SAMSON June 22 AD 1789 Aged fifty three years."
The epitaph at the base of the gravestone reads:

"O ye whose cheek the tear of pity stained
Draw near with pious reverence & attend

Here lie the loving Husbands dear remains
The tender Father & the Generous Friend

The dauntless heart yet touched at human woe
A Friend to man fo vice alone a foe."

Immediately to its left is a stone memorial to his five children that died in infancy: Two Sime-
i [ons. Mary. Martha Washington and an unnamed child.

% =|*Few naval officers stood higher in public estimation, and few citizens were more respected for
- | domestic virtues, hospitality, and generous friendship.”

Capt. Simeon Sampson’s
Gravestone In an article titled “Captivity and Redemption™ written by Dennis Randall in the Kingston, MA,
On B"]" ':4' A Lill, Ply- newspaper Observer of 18 April 2006, the author writes:

mouth,

“At the time of Captain Samson’s death his family discovered he still had all or most of the con-

Photo courtesy of Peggy | yinenta] money he had been paid by the government during the war -- it was a fortune and

M. Baker, Pilgrim Hall

amounted to $22.059. Upon the envelope containing the money Captain Samson had handwrit-
ten the following instructions:

"“This paper money is to be kept sacred to the latest posterity, and remembrance of the good it has done towards freeing
a brave people from a tyrant king and a ruined nation. "'

For further information about Capt. Simeon Sampson. visit the Pilgrim Hall website at http://www.pilgrimhall.org/
sailingoff.htm. Thanks to Mrs. Peggy Baker, Director, Pilgrim Hall Museum, for her help on the above.

A PRESENT-DAY JOURNEY ON THE MAYFLOWER by Debra G. Miller, PHSK Education Chair

Over 350 years ago our Mayflower ancestors embarked on a journey. For whatever reason
each of the 102 passengers did depart on this voyage, the one common inspiration for all was
to start a new life of religious freedom.

On May 13, 2006, Joan C. Miller (PHSK Ass’t Gov.) and I (PHSK Education Com. Chair
& member SMDPA Education Com. Member) embarked on our own journey. There are 35
million Mayflower descendants that are still lost. So we invited all interested in learning if
they might be one of those lost descendants to join us for the 2006 Family History Conference
in York, Pa., where we hosted an hour seminar. Wearing a traditional 17th century hat, 1
greeted each attendee. giving each an index card bearing the name of one of the 102 passen- | nop and Joan at York, PA

gers and a sealed envelope containing that passenger’s brief history. Henry Samson was one
of them. A short video, “The Mayflower Story,” was shown. We described the steps required to prove eligibility in the
Society of Mayflower Descendants using our own Pilgrims, Henry Samson and Myles Standish. At the end each atten-
dee opened his or her envelope to discover the fate of their passenger. Some were pleased to find that they had not only
survived the trip, but also the first winter. Others were saddened to find they had not survived.

I can’t help but compare how the seminar participants and our Pilgrim ancestors felt the day they began their voyage:
The questions they had and the uncertainty they felt. Will we reach our destination? If so, what do we do? Can I manage
this? Whatever, we believe that through our stories, these potential Mayflower descendants left knowing a little more
about the reasons for 102 individuals leaving friends and even family behind and risking the unknown for their faith.




