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WELCOME to the first newsletter of the Pilgrim
Henry Samson Kindred. It is quite possible that the last
communication you had from the Kindred was an e-mail
notice of our success in founding a viable organization in
Plymouth on September 11. 2005. Much has happened
since then. Some of you have submitted an application to
join. Some have even submitied documentation proving
descent from either Pilgrim Henry or his probable first
cousin Abraham Sampson.

Although we are organized, we still have some open po-
sitions that need to be filled. First of all is a Counselor
who would help us move on to obtain non- profit status and
perhaps incorporation. We also need an Lditor to produce
this newsletter on at least a semiannual basis and an fnter-
nal Auditor 10 give us a complete Board of Assistants and
appointees.

Our membership currently stands at 29 Active , 5 Associ-
ate. and 1 Associate Junior for a total of 35.

We hope that those who have internet access will visit
our PHSK Website (see masthead above). Recently we
posted a 450 page Descendants of Abraham Sampson
Chart Report that consists of more than 3,000 individuals.
This was generated from our Source database created just
for Abraham. Have a look. Even if you think that vou are
only descended from Pilgrim IHenry, you might be sur-
prised. See the separate article on page 2.

“THE SAMSON KINDRED SPIRIT” Cousins all, this
newsletter honors the indomitable spirit of our carly 17th
century Plymouth Colony immigrant patriarchs, the pre-
sumed Tst cousins Henry and Abraham Samson/Sampson.

m WE are currently raising funds for
suitable memorial to our Pilgrim
lenry and his parents in the 15th

Ml PHSK Website has an article about
8l that church, St. Mary the Virgin,
and its Pilgrim connections
(Elizabeth Tilley was also baptized
here). Donations payable to “PHSK™ may be sent to Ever-
ard Munscy, Treasurer PHSK, 19360 Magnolia Grove Sq.,
#1035, Leesburg VA 20176-5181.

Do you like the contents of this newsleder? Any wdeas jor future issues? Contact:
SWood@SAILI620.0rg or Kditor, 1530 5. Juniper St., Phitadeiphia, PA 19147

MEET YOUR BOARD OF ASSISTANTS:

Governor: Jane Porter Stiegleman— Jane, a Henry de-
scendant, active in the Mayflower Society for some years,
currently both Corresponding Secretary and Deputy Gover-
nor General for the State Society of Indiana (SMDIN).
Assistant Governor: Joan C. Miller — Joan, a lHenry de-
scendant through son Caleb, serves on the SMDPA’s Board
of Assistants, Chair of its Education Committee. Assistant
Colony Governor of that state’s Susquehanna Colony.
Secretary: Barbara Sampson Dillon — Barbara is de-
scended from both Henry and Abraham. SMDMA past His-
torian & Recording Secretary. Curator of the GSMD May-
flower House Garden and Landscape.

Treasurer: Everard Munsey — Ev is a Henry descendant
and SMDDC member..

Elder/Chaplain: Rev. Ronald C. Lawson—A Henry de-
scendant, and SMDDC member, is a retired Army Chaplain.
The 3 Assistants: 1. Paul S. Bumpus— Paul is an Abra-
ham descendant. The Librarian Elect of GSMD Library at
the Mayflower Society Headquarters in Plymouth. Web-
master of excellent Website that includes his line and a page
showing gravestones of many Sampsons in the Old Plymp-
ton Burying Grounds.

2. Margaret “Marti” Bobertz—"Marti,” a Henry descen-
dant, is also our Genealogist. She is Historian (genealogist)
of both the SMDND (and its DGG) & SMDSD.

3. Valeria Reckert—A Henry descendant, Val is also our
Membership Chair. Genealogist of Cooke Society and
member SMDIN.

Education Chair: Debra G. Miller— Debbie is a Henry
descendant and Board member of SMDPA, Secretary of its
Susquehanna Colony. A teacher.

Webmaster: Joseph Howland Wood-—Joe is Henry de-
scendant. A professional Webmaster. Also does the
[owland, Cooke and SMDPA sites.

Samson/Sampson DNA Project Chair: Caroline L.
Kardell—Carolinc is a Henry descendant and PHSK Co-
Founder. Former GSMD Historian General.

Website Committee Chair: Stacy B. C. Wood, Jr—Stacy
is a Henry descendant and a PHSK Co-founder & Acting
Editor. Former Gov. SMDPA. On GSMD Historic Sites

PHSK FOUNDERS * DEADLINE APPROACHES!

Per Arlicle 11, Section 4 of our Pilgrim Henry Samson Kindred
Constitution and Bylaws, all those who join by 30 Jun 2006 will
be known as “Founders of the Pilgrim Henry Samson Kindred.”




ABRAHAM SAMPSON SOURCE DATABASE

Because Abraham Sampson was not a Mayflower passenger
and thus is not included in the Mayflower Society’s 5 Gen-
cration project. a special database has been assembled to
provide prospective members a means of possibly proving a
line back to Abraham. There are currently 9, 384 individuals
included. Because the database s carried back to many
known ancestors besides Abraham. one might be surprised to
{ind lines to one or more Pilgrims. The database also in-
cludes occupation, land ownership, civic and military service
during various wars such as the American Revolution , the
War of 1812 and the Civil War, wills, inventories, etc. Each
claim has at least one source cited. Sources are MA Vital Re-
cords, the Mayflower Society’s 5 Generation publications
(including the 4 generation works), published family biogra-
phies including that by John Adams Vinton. the New Eng-
land Historic Genealogical Socicty Registrar, US Federal
Census, and other works. If an ancestor is found in the 44
page All Name Index in the posted 450 page “Descendants of
Abraham Sampson™ Chart Report, a narrative Ahnentalel re-
port for that ancestor closest to vou can be provided in PDF
by email. We are charging $25 per copy, all of which will go
into our Pilgrim Henry Samson {und Lo enable us to place a
suitable memorial in the St. Mary the Virgin church in
Henlow, Bedfordshire, in which Henry was baptized on 15
Jan 1604 (N.S.). llenry’s cousin Elizabeth Tilley, who even-
tually married Pilgrim John Howland, was also baptized
there. See our Website, www.PilgrimHenrySamsonKindred.
org “Genealogy™ page for further instructions.

SOME NOTED HENRY SAMSON DESCENDANTS
President George W. Bush and his siblings through his mother Bar-
bara Picree Bush: Henry Samson=Stephen Samson>Mary Sam-
son=Zilpha Thayer=John Holbrook=John Holbrook Jr.>Chloe llol-
brook=lJonas Picrce=Scoll Picrce=Marvin Picree=Barbara Picree,

PART 2 OF HENRY SAMSON 5-GENERATION BOOK
This past September the latest Henry Samson GSMD 5 Gen-
eration (“Silver”) book was published. It is Vol. 20 Part 2
and includes the descendants of children James who married
Hannah, the widow Wait (maiden name unknown); Dorcas
who married Thomas Bonney; the unidentified daughter who
married John Hanmore/HHanmer; Hannah who married Josiah
Holmes: and Elizabeth who married Robert Sprout. It can be
ordered by calling GSMD at (508) 746-5058. Part 3 cover-
ing the remaining children, Stephen who married Elizabeth
(maiden name unknown), and Caleb who married Mercy
Standish (granddaughter of Pilgrims John Alden and Myles
Standish), is duc out this year. Mary who married John Sum-
mers/Somers apparently had no children.

SIGN UP A FRIEND! One needs not document descent.
You can download an application at our website www.
PilgrimHenrySamsonKindred.org. Click “Membership™ and
then “Download the Membership Application.”

DEBORAH SAMPSON GANNETT (1760-1827)
In name recognition, Deborah Sampson Gannett (1760
1827) would certainly have a large lead over her 1
cousin one removed Capt. Simeon Sampson (1736-
1789) if the results of an Internet scarch are a valid in-
dication. Both were veterans of the American Revolu-
tion. Deborah served for eighteen months by masquer-
ading as a male soldier under
the assumed name of Robert
Shurtleft, whereas Simeon
commanded various warships
Both were direct descendants
of Abraham Sampson (c.
1614-aft. 1685). the non-
Pilgrim, who appears in Dux-
bury by 1638. Deborah’s de-
scendants can claim descent
from Pilgrims John Alden.
Gov. William Bradford, Wil-
Drnowan s.';\ll'!‘o;. li?lm Mu.llins and M}"les S‘:an-
il by K dish, while descendants of
Simeon and his wife Deborah
Cushing can claim Pilgrims John Alden, Elizabeth
Fisher Hopkins (as of September 2005, the Mayflower
Society now accepts lincage papers for “May(lower”
passengers with known maiden names who came as
wives), Stephen Hopkins, William Mullins, and Myles
Standish.
For those who are descendants of Deborah (or Ameri-
can history teachers), a fairly recent addition to Interne
sites may be of interest: http://forum.wgbh.org/webh/
forum.php?lecture_id=1654. There you will find a thre
part WGBH Boston Forum 1 hour 43 minute Internet
video of a program held in the Old South Meeting
House on 29 Sep 2004. Part 1 is storyteller/performer
Joan Gatturna in the persona/dress of Deborah talking
about her experiences. Apparently Deborah was the
first American woman to go on a speaking tour. Part 2
is a talk by historian Alfred F. Young who wrote the
story of Deborah, “Masquerade.” This book, published
in 2004, is still in print. Part 3 is 1991 Pulitzer Prize
winner and historian Laurel Thatcher Ulrich examining
America’s public memory of Revolutionary women
such as Deborah and Betsey Ross. A Lesson Plan abou
Deborah for 5™ Grade can be found at teacherlink.ed.
usu.edu/tlresources/units/Bymes-famous/sampson.htm.
We continue to look for noted descendants of Abraham
Sampson (¢, 1614-afi. 1685) for inclusion on our www
PilgrimHenrySamsonKindred.org Website.
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HENRY SAMSON—OVERLOOKED
PILGRIM ANCESTOR - 4 cONTINUING SE-

RIES ABOUT OUR PILGRIM “GREAT ... GRANDPARENTS”

At Compact Day and Thanksgiving Day celebrations when
we are asked to stand as the names of our Pilgrim ancestors
arc read from the list of Compact signers, Henry Samson is
often omitted. Have you been one of the ones not invited to
“rise to the occasion” and honor vour Pilgrim? Why do he.
Richard More, and others get left out?

The probable answer: Neither Henry Samson nor Richard
More signed the 1620 “Mayflower Compact. ” They were
both too young. Henry was then a teenager of the age of six-
teen. Governor William Bradford, in his list of the passen-
gers, states that “Henery™ was one of two children who ac-
companied Edward and Anne Tilley, the other child being

(also spelled Sampson), was baptized in January
1603/4* in St. Mary’s Church, Henlow, Bedfordshire,
England. Ienlow was also the hometown of the Pilgrim
brothers Edward and John Tilley. Henry was fortunate to
survive the first winter of 1620-1621 when half of the
Pilgrims, including Edward and Anne Tilley, died. e
is one of the twenty-six male Mayflower passengers for
whom there are living descendants. Except for appearing
in the “increasings™ list written in 1651 by the Governor,
he does not appear elsewhere in Bradford’s history, Of
Plimoth Plantation. Two other major sources of the carly
history of the Plymouth Colony, Mowurt’s Relation pub-
lished in 1622 and Edward Winslow’s 1624 Good Newes

from New England. also fail to mention him. His earliest

mention is in the Plymouth Colony Records where it
states that in the division of land in 1623, having been a
passenger on the Mayflower, he was granted an acre on
the south side of First (Shaw’s) Brook. The brook ran
from west to cast from where Cushman Street now ends
at Court Street down to Plymouth Harbor.  Continued=

e the baby
. Ebmwavd e, and o his 2 c rg}:"lillfu-
T | ank-2 Fildeven ik omere ticir Cooge i
f-‘ﬁm'; Henery Samfor, and pimid. Bradford
*‘\"ﬁ—i‘?w further
The Edward Tilley group as wrilten by Gov. William | states that [
Bradford in his history Of Plimaoth Plantation. Samson
was a

cousin of the Tilleys. There is evidence that Edward Tilley,
his wife Anne (now believed to be *Agnes™), and HHumility
Cooper had lived in Leiden, and it is probable that Henry
Samson was there (oo, There is no known “census” listing all
the Fnglish Separatists who settled in Leiden. As the Tilleys
had no children of their own, he was probably asked to ac-
company them to help them and later have his own land.

At the time of our State Society’s 100" Anniversary cele-
bration in 1996. only 25 of our approximately 2250 members
had proven descent from Henry Samson. Of course, there
may have been member descendants who had joined and
chosen to use a more famous Pilgrim. Currently only four
members of the Pennsylvania Society of Mayflower Descen-
dants have used Henry as their primary Pilgrim ancestor.
Thirteen other members have supplemental memberships
based on descent from him. Others may also be able to claim
descent and not chosen (o prove it.

Henry, a son of James and Martha (Cooper) Samson

Do you like the contents of this newsleiter? Any ideas for future issues? Contact:
SWoodi@SAILI620.0vg or Editor. 1330 8. Juniper St., Philadelphia, PA [9147-6218

St. Mary’s Church, Henlow, England (15th Century)
Where Henry Samson and Elizabeth Tilley were baptized.
Photo by Alice C. Teal

PILGRIM CHURCH VANDALIZED: In the early
hours of 9 January 2005, the bottom pancls of all of the
stained glass windows on the south side of the church,
plus two clear ones in the porch, were smashed. Repairs
are to start in April and take approximately 8 weeks and
cost about $9,500. One youth has been apprehended.
Unrelated repairs to the tower and buttresses will be
done at the same time and take about 6 months.




Continued:

In 1626, at age 22, he became one of fifty-eight
“Purchasers.” The Purchasers were members of the Colony
who bought out the interests of the “Adventurers”™ or entre-
preneurs who had originally provided the financing for the
Colony. As a Purchaser. Henry, at the age of about 22. be-
came one of a privileged group when it came to future indi-
vidual land grants.

On 6 February 1635/6 , now 31 years old, he married Anne
Plummer. We do not know when Anne Plummer arrived in
the Colony. There was no Plummer family in the Colony at
this time so she and an assumed cousin of about the same
age, Mary Plummer, probably arrived with another family.
In 1651 Governor Bradford summarized what had happened
to the passengers in his “increasings™ section of his Planta-
tion history: “But the youth Henry Sampson is still living
and is married and hath seven children.” We know now that
two more were born after that. They had four sons
(Stephen, John, James, and Caleb) and five daughters
(Elizabeth, Hannah, Mary, Dorcas, and one whose name
has been forgotten). If you are a descendant of Henry, do
you know which child is your ancestor?

Henry acquired a large amount of land in Plymouth. In Oc-
tober 1647 he purchased one third of a lot in Duxbury to
the north of Plymouth that had previously belonged to an-
other Pilgrim, Peter Brown. Other Pilgrims who moved to
Duxbury were John Alden and Captain Myles Standish.
There he served as constable, tax collector, and surveyor.

Apparently knowing that he would not live much longer.
he made his will in December 1684. By S March of the next
vear he was dead. An inventory of his estate shows a value
of 106 pounds and 14 shillings, of which 70 pounds was

Unlike many of the Pilgrims, there seem to be no statues,
historic houses, personal artifacts, plaques, known grave-
site, Pilgrim Henry Samson Society, or other memorials for
Henry Samson . There is a short “Sampson St.” in Dux-
bury. This may, however, be named for Abraham, a possi-
ble cousin, who also lived in Duxbury.

A number of his descendants served in the American
Revolution, however the famous Deborah Samson was not
one of them. This particular soldier who dressed as a man
and was able to hide her sceret for three years, was a de-
scendant of Governor William Bradford and Captain Myles
Standish. Among today’s notable living descendants of
Henry are President George W. Bush and former “First
Lady” Barbara (Picrce) Bush.
®  *In the past two issues we explained “double dating” and “Old Style - New

Style” dating,.

. Sources: The Pilgrim Migration by Robert Charles Anderson, Boston: New
England 1istoric Genealogical Socicty, 2004; Plymouth Colomy by Fugene
Aubrey Stratton, Salt Lake City: Ancestry Inc., 1986; Family of Henry Sam-
son, Plymouth, MA: GSMD Vol. 201, 2000; The Pilgrims & Plymoutf Col-

amy 1620 www.roolsweb.com/~mosmd: Pegey M. Baker, James Baker,
Caroline L. Kardell and Jeremy D. Bangs. PhD correspondence,

THE 31 CHILDREN ON
THE MAYFLOWER:
ALLERTON: Bartholomew;
Remember; Mary.
BILLINGTON: John; Fran-
cis.

BREWSTER: Love: Wres-
tling.

CHILTON: Mary.
COOKE: John.

COOPER: IHumility,
CRACKSTON: John ¥
EATON: Samuel.
FULLER: Samuel.
HOOKE: John 7.
HOPKINS: Constance;
Giles: Damaris; Qccanus
(born on voyage).

MORE: Ellen 7; Jasper 7;
Richard; Mary 1.
MULLINS: Joscph 7
Priscilla.

ROGERS: Joseph.
SAMPSON: Henry.
TILLEY: Elizabeth.
TINKER: (son) T.
TURNER: (son) T. (son T.
WHITE: Resolved.

1 = Died the first winter

Henry Samson became a yeo-

man (farmer). Let’s color him!
Courtesy Plimoth Plantation

Samson Word Square
Find the 30 highlighted words in the Henry Samson article.
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